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TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF AR6SLL. 



Ht dkab Duke, 

1 dedicate my * Asvestubeb in Atrica ' to yoiu Grace 
for two reasons, — to mark mj respect as a kiPBrnan, and because I 
know the interest you take in the spOTta of the field and in the 
habits of wild animals. 

Hy Tolumes Uy claim to no other merit thau that of a faithful 
narration of facts as they occurred : and having beeu written far 
away fnmi literary appliances, and often on occaaionB when the 
cravings of hunger wero a more pressing consideration than the 
graces of compoeitioD, I trust to your indulgence to overlook in 
the success of my rifle the failure of my pen. 

I am always, my dear Duke, 

Your afTectionatc Kinffman, 
ROUALETN GORDON GUMMING. 



Altyrt, Jnu, taiO. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



As the reader wlio purposes to follow me through the 
five adventurous years I spent in the untrodden wilds of 
Southern Africa might like to know something of ray 
preTious career, I shall briefiy state that the early por- 
tion of my life was spent in tlie county of Moray, where 
a love of natural history and of sport early engendered 
themselves, and became stronger and more deeply rooted 
with my years. Salmon-fishing and roc-stalking 
my favourite amusementa ; and, during these early wan- 
derings by wood and stream, the strong love of sport and 
admiration of Nature in her n-ildest and most attractive 
forms became with me an all-absorbing feeling, and my 
greatest possible enjoyment was to pass whole days and 
many a summer night in solitude, where, undisturbed, I 
might contemplate the silent grandeur of the forest and 
the ever-varying beauty of the scenes around. Long 
before I proceeded to Eton I took pride in the goodly 
array of hunting trophies which hung around my room. 

In 1839 I sailed for India, to join my regiment, the 
4lh Madraa Light Cavalry. Touching at the Cape of 
Good Hope, I had an opportunity of hunting several 



INTHODncnOK. 

During the many years I spent in llic wilderness, my 
waggon was my only home. Even thia I often deserted ; 
and alone, or attended only by savages, proceeded on 
distant hunting expeditions, leaving my few followers en- 
camped around my ba^age. Days and nighte, on these 
occasions, have I passed in tny solitary hunting-hole, near 
some drinking-place, watching the majestic carriage of 
the lion, the sagacious actions of the ulcphaut, and the 
curious instincts of the countless varieties of game that 
have passed within a. few yards of me, quite unaware of 
the proximity of man. Whatever on those occasions I 
witnessed worthy of attention, I noted in my Journal 
whilst till! impression was yet fresh in my memory — from 
this journnl the following work is almost literally tran- 
scribed. Written under such tircumstances, the reader 
wilt not look for the graces of style. The hand, wearied 
all day witli grasping the rifle, is not the l>est suited for 
wielding the pen. If I have in simple language given 
pleasure to the sportsman, or addeil one ]Mige to the 
natural history of Southern Africa, or to our knowledge 
of its tribes, I shall think myself amply repaid for my 
many wanderings and watchings in a wild and savage 
land. 



Altt/Tv, June, 1850. 
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FIVE YEARS' HUNTING 
^VENTURES IN SOUTH AFRICA. 



CHAPTER I. 

reparations for a Hunting Espedition — Cape Trndurs — Travel- 
ling — Trader at a Farm — Dangers of a Trader's Life — Ar- 
ticles for Barter — DisEuaaions from tlio Enterprise — My Outfit 
— Hunting RheelKik — Wild Flowers, 

viNG resolved to make a hunting expedition into tliu 
nor of Southern Africa, my first object was to seek 
some experienced person, able lo give me the ueces. 
^ly information as to what purchases I should require 
make in the way of waggons and oxen, and as to 
outfit in general, and I acconiingly pitched upon an 
individual of the name of Murphy, a trader in the 
interior, who, I had reason to believe, was better ac- 
quainted than any other person in Grahamstown, with 
frontiers of the colony, and the adjoining territories 
the Griqua and Bechuana tril)eB, situated beyond the 
[Cireat Orange River. With this person I had already 
VOL. I. n 




ASTESTfrnSS nt SOCTB AFKICA. 



: bong Tfry strongly secured bj 
the ■facMeabiMed ttri^ of grven bide. On tbe top (rf 
tfais are placed coarse EaSt mate made of reeds, which" 
act a« a Scatdmaii (to use a seafaring pbrase), to ke^ 
tbe waggoD-sail. whicb is of stout canvass, Ironi chafing,. 
TTie other Taritty of tent is of a less homely build^, 
and is termed by the colonbts a cap-tent waggoa. It 
r*^uires the hand of a skltfut waggon-builder, and is 
much more elaborately finished, tbe wood which supports 
and composes the tent being all neatly sawed and planed, 
and fastened together with iron rivets. 

This liuscription of waggi^n is preferred by the aris- 
tiicracy among the Boers, as presenting a more distingue 
ap|Hiarance, when they drive their fraws and childreu 
on n round of visits, wlileh they are constantly doing 
when flocking to the " Nachmal," or communion, whii 
happens tlii'ee or four times in the year. The former, 
wmmon wiuid tent, however, possesses a great advantaj 
over the eiip tent, inoi^miieh as, in the first place, it ift' 
chc«iier liy UV., ami Boeondly, if broken in a capsiie,, 
\» Inch ill Ciijn' travcUiug is an aflatr of common occurrence* 
it is pasily TV|Mired on tbe spot ; whereas the ca|>-tciit. 
WDggMM, if ouco ujWL't, i» irrvlrictably ruined. 

\Wu a irftdtT arrivrs oo a Btx-x's fiuv. be baits and 
s«lkii up to the dw* h» iimuire » btjrv t« i» to " outsjian,** 
I «Im m vbM (luvcttm the axea 
• 4Mnwl»fMK<. AttlK*MrbekBvlbrth« 
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A TRADER AT A FARM. 



[•baas, or tnaatcr, generally pipe in moulli, who, cordially 
[^greeting him with one hand, raises his hat from his hend 
[ with the other, Tlie Bours lay great stress on this 
I jnece of etiquette, which has to be gone through with a 
rwhole string of juvenile Boers following in the rear, each 
■^encased in a very roomy pair of inexprcsBibles, and 
B'CrowDed with an immense broad-rim mcd tile, nearly half 
lithe size of its wearer. Permission to outspan being 
I'Obtained, and a few compliracniary speeches interchanged, 
I the trader inquires of the Boer if he has any fat oxen 
I to handle or barter, to which the Boer either at once 
replies in the negative, or more commonly says, " I do 
lot know. What have you got on your waggon ?" Tlie 
ptrader anawerB, " I have got a little of everytliing, and 
all of the very best quality, and you shall have any- 
thing you require as low as a trader can possibly sell it. 
I shall presently unload a little for your inspection." The 
Boer politely says, " No, no, mynheer, you must not off- 
load ; it would grieve me that mynheer should exert 
»luniself so much :" to which the trader replies, " It is no 
trouble ; we are accustomed to do it, and it is our business." 
The trader then instructs his knecht, or head servant, to 
make a parade of the goods, and he then accompanies 
I the Boer into the house, where dinner will shortly make 
I its appearance, to which the Boer invariably, in the most 
lifeepitahle manner, makes every white stranger welcome. 
■ Bere, if the trader is wide awake to his own interest, be 




ADVENTURES IN SOUTH AFRICA. 



will pay mariied attention to the Noe or fran, as no 
bargain or traosactioa of any nature can be ratified with 
a Dutchman without her full concurrence and approval. 
The Dntcii are particnlarly cleanly in their establish- 
ments and cooking, and moreorer poiisees a very fair 
notion of the culinary art, their tables in general being 
graced with sereral very excellent and substantial dishes 
When dinner is over, all hanils reeort to the waggon 
rind overhaul the merchandise, where it is ten to one but 
the \oe will find about fifVy different articles which slie 
will prevail upon her husband to believe indispensable in 
(he private economy of his eatuhlishmenL Thus when 
"handling "once begim, it often goes on briskly, and from 
II Doer who at the outaet declared himself independent of 
the ti-ader'a supplies, as many as two or three, or eten 
half a dozen, fat oxen may be obtained. 

As the trador knows well from past eK|K-rience that the 
Boer will be sure to endeavour to abate his prices, he 
makes a point of asking a little more than he intends to 
take, so as to 1^ able to pve in to tlie Boer's importunities, 
svlio, witli a sly wink at his wife, congratulates himself un 
iiiB shrewdness, and flatters himself that he has run b 
hard bargain. 

When the trader lias collected all his cattle, he drives 
them by steady marclies, of from twenty to thirty miles in 
the twenty-four hours, which are performed chiefly during 
the night, to Graliamstown or Beaufort, where ho 
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DANGERS OF A TRADEll'S LIFE. ' 

disposes of thera to butchers. At the foraier place they 
are purchased for the use of the town, and by the 
Governmeot contractors for the supply of the troops. 
At Beaufort, which is on the high road to Cape Town, 
they are purchased for the supply of the Cape Town 
market The payments for the cattle are seldom, if ever, 
made in hard cash, the poor trader having to content hini- 
aelf with approved bills, drawn at six and nine months, 
which in too many cases are never honoured, the defaulter 
being found either bankrupt, or to have bolted for Eng- 
land or California. The life of a trader is hard and harass- 
ing, and he is oficn liable to very heavy losses by deaths 
from severe drou^t, distempers, and other causes ; 
also from the chances of war, oxen straying and being 
found no more, over-stocked markets, and non-payments 
as above, besides the danger to which he is exposed 
from the attacks of wild beasts. During the time that he 
is engaged in driving his oxen, his rest is necessarily 
broken and disturbed, and, being compelled to watch 
lus cattle every hour of the night, in all weathers, he is 
obliged always to have his cloihes on, and to sleep 
when he can, after the manner of sea-captains in bad 
weather, who hang their nose on to a ratlin, and so take 
a nap- As an instance of tlie injury from chances of war, 
1 may here allude to the severe losses sustained by my 
friend Mr. Peter Thompson, who, during the war which 
ravaged the colony in the years 1846 and 1847, was 
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ADVENTCRES IN SODTB AFRICA. 



reluming to Graliamstown with a large herd of eoin 
hundred fine oxen, the well-earned proceeds of a lab( 
nu9 and toilsome expedition, when he was attacked in De 
Bruin's Poort, a rugged and densely -wooded ravine, 
within one march of Graliamstown, by a Iwind of the 
marauding Amaponda Kaffirs, armed with guns and 
assagais, who swept off the whole of his drove, he himself 
barely escaping with his life. 

In years when the prices of cattle are low, these tradei 
occasionally vary their line of march, and, forsaking the 
Boers for a season, they load up a suitable cargo, and 
illrect their course for the Bechuana tribes, from whom 
liiey obtain ivory, karosses (skin cloaks), and ostrich- 
feathers, along with various curiosities, for which they 
obtain a ready sale in the Grahamstown market, 
where good ivory averages from is w it. 6d. per 
pound. KaroBses vary in price from li. to 3/. eacl^J 
according to their size, kind, and qualily. Ostric]^-■| 
feathers used to fetch from 5/. to 6/. per pound, bul 
partly owing to the feathers being less worn hy 
votaries of fashion in London, and partly to the UH 
disturbances throughout Europe, the prices have greatfa 
fallen.' The articles required for trading wi 
Beehuana tribes consist of heads of all sizes and colours, 
brass and copper wire, knives and hatchets, clothing 

■ From gevtnty-livc to ninety good lintd OBtrich-rr&tb«rB wei^ % 




ARTICLES OF COMMERCE. 

for both sexes, ammunition, guns, young cows, and fhe- 
The two latter tlie trader obt^ns in barter 
from the Boers, Griqua and Koranna tribes, more im- 
mediately adjacent to the colony. Some writers bave 
erroneously stated that snuff and tobacco are a good 
<nrcu]ating medium among the tribes in Southern Africa, 
. bnt in the course of my experience I can scarcely re- 
member having ever obtained the smallest article in barter 
for either, not even a drink of milk. The natives have 
certainly no objection to receive these articles when given 
gratuitously, but arc far too wide awake to place any great 
value upon them. During my career in Southern Africa 
I I have had much experience in trading with the Bechuana 
I tribes, and, as I shall have occasion to refer to my trading 
exploits in the course of my narrative, I have entered into 
the above particulars, that the reader may at the outset 
L form an idea of the manner in which these things are 
[ conducted. 

On making inquiries, I had the pleasure to find that, 

Bcontrary to my expectation, both Andrew Thompson and 

■Murpby were still in Grahamstown, where I had left 

them about three months before, when I marched thence 

into Caffraria with my regimcut ; and the latter, whom I 

found to be a confirmed tippler, was able in his few lucid 

momenta to give me much valuable information relative 

l.to the preparations which I required to make in the way 

liof purchasing oxen and waggons, engaging servant, &c. 
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&c. i ako various wrinkles as to tlic coDducting of 
ray establishment, the hours of marching, and the line of 
country which I had chalked out for my first expedition. 
Poor Murphy ! he was as kind-hearted a creature as ever 
breathed. 

From the Ist till the 22iid of October I was sctin 
emj»loy(;d in making the necessary purchases and arrang»* ^ 
iuent3 for my coming expedition, and in forwarding 
my aOairs, in which Murphy, during his sober intervals, 
most willingly assisted me. As the reader will observe, 
my establishment at my first outset was on a much 
more limited scale than upon subsequent expeditious. 
This was partly owing to the uncertainty which I felt 
as to the success of my sporting undertakings, and the 
length of time which I might feci inclined to devote to 
this line of life. I was much in the dark as to what sport 
I might expect to realize, and what difficulties 1 should 
have to encounter, in tiie trip I was about to make ; the 
truth being that 1 could not find a single individual, 
cither among the natives or the military, who could in 
the smallest degree enlighten me on the subject. 

The general injpressi(m amongst my military friends 
was, that any game which remained in the interior mu*t 
have, ere then, retreated to such remote parts, far away 
in the territories of savage tribes, as to be utterly beyond 
the reach of any sportsman, however enterprising ; and 
when tliey saw me bustling about, making my ptuxhascs, 
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PREPABATIOKS ASD DISSDASIONS, 

they used to say to me, "II is all nonsense yonr laying out 
your money in tliis way. Why don't you rather go home 
at ODce to your own country? We shall see you return- 
ing in a month or two, Illie those fellows who went on a 
etioodng trip last year, with a coup-desoleil and an attack 
of dysentery, utterly disgusted with tlie country, and 
selling oS* all these things on which you are now expend- 
ing so much capital." 

The shooting party here alluded to consisted of one 
officer of the 7th Dragoons, two of the 27th, and others 
who, having obtaiued a few weeks' leave, and burning to 
dUtiuguisli themselves in a campaign against the fera' 
of Southum Africa, liad Jiired a waggon and penetrated 
AS far as the Thebus mountain, where for a few days 
they enjoyed some good sport among tlie black wilde- 
beest and springboks which abound on the plains sur- 
rounding that mountain ; till, having broken the stocks of 
their rifles in falls from their horses while impetuously 
*'jaging" the game, they returned to head-quaiters, one 
suffering from coup-de-soleil, and the rest from dysentery 
brought on by drinking bad water, they having been 
unfortunate in the vley beside which they had fixed their 

encampment. My gallant friend Lieutenant II , of 

the 91at, was one of the most urgent in endeavouring to 
diBSuade me from my steadfast purpose of trekking up 
the country, and recommended me rather to return witli 
him to England, whither he was about to proceed. He and 
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I had sent in our resignation of her Majesty's Service at 
tlio same time, and fortunately for us, by some mietake, 
our papers were mislaiil at Cape Town, and not for- 
warded in llie usual course, whereby we gained several 

niontlis' pay. H , who, like many others of the 

military, entertained a profound disgust for the colony 
and everything connected with it, at first could hardly 
believe that I was in earnest when I spoke of going up 
llie country ; and when convinced that such was my de- 
termination, he said, with a strong lisp which was habitual 
Id him, "Good G — , Cummin! you are thurely mad to 
i-emain longer in thith country after you have obtained 
leave to return to dear old England. I athure you, I had 
rather be a thoe-black in England than live in thith 
beathtly country." 

Notwithstanding these friendly dissuasions on the part 
of my acquaintance, I continued to prosecute my affairs 
so unremittingly, that on the 22nd I considered my mani- 
fold arrangements complete, and, being much harassed 
and annoyed by the unavoidable delays to which I bad 
been subjected, I was full of impatience to make a start. 
These delays were in a great measure occa^oned by tlie 
weather, heavy and constant rains having fallen during 
the previous fourteen days, accompanied with a cold wind 
off the Southern Ocean, This, of necessity, materially 
interfered witli and delayed me in my arrangemeDts, and 
tiad also the effect of rendering the country perfectly unfit 
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for locomotion, in many places cutting up the roads 
with ru^ed impassable watercourses, and in low-lying 
districts convertiiig them into deep, impracticable quag- 
mires. 

It will here be necessary to give a detailed account, of 
. my outfit, to put the reader at once in possession of 
the e;(tent and nature of my establishment and camp 
equipage. My first object was, of course, to secure 
' a travelling waggon, and I had the good fortune to 
I obtain an excellent new cap-tent one, complete with 
I all its gear ready for inspanning, from Mr. Ogilvie, 
[ of Grabamstown, for the som of GO/. ; which, as it 
[ eventually proved to be a right good one, was de- 
cidedly a bargain. I very soon, however, found out, as 
I extensively collected specimens of natural history, that 
one waggon was insufficient ; and not long after, in the 
town of Colesberg, on the frontiers of the colony, I 
purchased a second, also a cap-tent waggon, with its 
I necessary accompaniment, a span of oxen ; and at a 
I later period, as the reader will subsequently learn, I 
found it necessary to purchase a third, and became the 
I propnetor of considerably more than a hundred draught 
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From an English farmer in the vicinity of Grahams- 
[ town I obtained a span of twelve excellent, well-trained, 
I black, zuur-veldt oxen, which I judged suited for my 
tworlt, they having been in the habit, with their late 
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iDaster, of bringing in very heavy loads of wood to the 
Grahamstown market. Their price was 3/. each ; and as 
it ia not unusual to see an ox, in the best of spans, knock 
up on long marches, by Murphy's advice I purcliased 
two spare oxen of Mr. Thomjison. ■ 

My stud of horses as yet consisted of but two, whidtl 
had been my chargers in the regiment. These wert | 
" Sinon," a stallion which I had bought of Major Good- 
man of the 27th, and " The Cow," an excellent dark-brown 
gelding whieh I had obtained from Colonel Somerset of 
" Oure," 1 did not think it wise to lay out more money 
in horse-flesh in Grahamstown, as I should shortly have 
to pass through the llantam, where most of the Boers 
breed horses extensively, which are famed for their spirit 
and hardiness tliroughout the colony. I engaged four 
servants, — namely, an Englishman called Long, aa head- 
servant, a thorough cockney, who, as I afterwards learnt, 
had formerly been a cab-driver in London, and whom I 
took into my service at Murphy's recommendation, Long 
being supposed to possess a certain degree of experience, 
having penetrated as far as the banks of the Orange 
River on a trading excursion on his own account ; but 
bis heart, as the event proved, inclined more to worship 
at the shrine of Venns than at that of Diana. A certain 
little dark-eyed damsel, who acted as laundress to the 
military, and who was employed all day In driving her 
mangle, seemed entirely to engross his thoughts — ^Long 
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frequently observing tbat " tbere was that sweet little 
creature obliged lo drive a mangle wlio ought rather to 
be sitting practising at Iier * pthaiine.' " 

My other three servants were natives. A waggon- 
driver named Kleinboy, a stout active Hottentot, with 
the high cheek-bones and woolly head of his r 
who was quite au, fait at his departraeut. Like many 
others of his countrymen, he was subject to fits of sulks, 
and much preferred reclining for hours under my wag- 
' goDS, or in the shade of a bush practising on his violin, 
' to looking after his master's work. My leader's name 
I was Carollus: be was the third whom I bad engagL'd in 
that capacity, the other two having absconded, lie was 
a stout powerful fellow, descended from the Mozambique 
He entered my service under cover of night, 
' having absconded from Kingsley of "Ours" — that gen- 
\ tlemau, according to his assertion, being in the habit 
L of administering a little wholesome correction with the 
'jambok, which on further acquaintance witli him I 
had reason to believe he richly merited. My third 
native servant was Cobus, a Hottentot of light weight, 
the SOD of a veteran in my regiment. He 'listed in the 
capacity of after-rider, and proved to be first-rate in his 
calUttg, being the best horseman I met with in South 
I Africa. Ue also, like Kleinboy, was liable to fits of 
I sulkiness, through which I eventually lost him, for on 
I one occasion finding it necessary to inflict on him a sum- 
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mary chastisement, he deserted from ray set 
sequence.' 

' The biiggage, provisions, and general stores which I carried with 
me were as follows : — Two saeliB coutjuning 300 lbs. of coffee, four 
(juarter-cbesta of ten, 300 lbs, of BUgar, 300 lbs. of rice, IHil lbs, of 
meal, 100 lbs, of flour, 5 lbs, of pujipcr, 100 lb«. of salt, an anker 
of vinegar, several largo jars of pickles, half a dozen hams and 
cheeses, 2 cases of gin, 1 anker of brandy, 1 balf-aum of Capo 
brandy, iron baking-pots with long legs, slewing and frying 
saucepans and gridirons, tin water-bucketa of various mzes, 2 
" fagie " or watur-caska, an accompaniment which no Cape wsggca 
is ever without, 2 large flasks of tnr lo be subsc>giiently mixed 
hard fat fur greasing the wheels when required, 6 doxeu pocket 
knives, 24 boxea of snuff, 50 lbs. of tobacco, 300 lb«. of white, 
coral, red, and bright blue beads of various ehei ; 3 dozen tinder- 
bones ; 1 cwt, of brass and copper wire, which the Bechuana tribes, 
especially those dwelling to the east, readily barter and convert 
into ornaments for their legs and anas ; 2 donen sickles, 2 spades, 
2 shovels, 1 pickaxe, 5 superior American axes, 2 augers, 1 stock 
and 3G bits, halcheta, planes, drawing-knives, several coarse chisels 
for waggon-work, a vice, blacksmith anil carpenter's hammers, and 
a variety of other tools appertaining to botb these professions. A 
gross of awls, a gross of s^l-needles, fiO hanks of sail-twine, 2 bolts 
of sail-couvoss, several rolls of slout woollen cloths, 2 dozen gown- 
pieces, 6 dozen Malay hsJidkerchiefs ; thread, needles, and buttons ; 
roady-mado jackets and trowscrs for my jieoplo, several do7«n 
coarse shirts, Scotch bonnets, and cocker-nonnys (as for shoes, 
colonial servants are supposed to make them for Ihcmsetves) ; a few 
inedjdnes, arsenical soap, English and coarse Boer's soap. Also, 

1 large bell-tent, 1 mattress and bedding, 1 camp-table and chur, 
and my canteen, which most fortunately 1 liad resolved to r^ 
tain when disposing of my other military equipments: I found 
it a most serviceable and convenient ap|>endage during my fivs 
years* wanderings in Southern Africa. My saddlery connsted of 

2 English hunting-saddles, 2 common saddles for servants, and 
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AVhile I was laying in these stores, I once or twice 
, amused myself by riding in quest of rbeebok in tbe 
nigged and precipitous high grounds lying immediately 
to the south of Grabamstown, On one of these occasions 
I was accompanied by my cousio. Colonel Campbell of 
the dlst (one of tbe bravest and most distinguished officers 

I pock-saddlo to convey veniHon to cnnip. My ordnance iraa aa 
follows: — 3 double-barrel riflei by Punley, William Moore, aud 
Dickson of Edinburgh — the latter a two-grooved, Use moat perfect 
and useful rifle I ever had the pleasure of ueing ; I hcary dngle- 
tmrrelleil Uennan ritle, carrying 12 to the lb. This last wob an old 
cninpaiuon, which had been presented to me, when a buy, by my 
dear and nHich- lamented friend and brother-sixirtsman, the late 
James Duff of Innes House. With this rifle, about ten years 
before, 1 bad brought douii my first stag on the Paps of Jura, and 
subsequently bowled over many a princely maater-stag and graceful 
roebuck in his summer-coat, throughout the glens and forcat^ of 
my native land. The Purdey was also a tried friend, both it and 
the heavy German haviug been with me in several camp^gna on 
the plains and in the jungles of Hindustan. I had alao 3 stout 
double-barrelled gius for rough work when hard riding and quick 
loading is required. Several lead-ladles of various sizes, a whole 
boat of bullet-moulds, loading-rods, shol-belta, powder-flasks, and 
■hooting-belts ; 3 cwt. of lead, SO lbs. of pewter for hardening tiie 
) be used in destroying the lai^er game; 10,000 pre] lared 
bullets, bags of shot of all siEes, 100 lbs. of fine sporting 
gunpowder, 300 lbs. of coarse gunijowder, about 50,000 best jier- 
euHion-caps, 2000 gun-flinta, greased patches and cloth to be 
converted into lie same, I carried also several spare yokes, yoke- 
^ys, whip-sticks, rheims, aod straps, 2 sets of s[Htre lioch-pins, 
all of which lost articles belong to the waggon. With the above, 
and 2001. in cash which I carried with mc, I considered myself 
prepared to undertake a journey of at least twelve months amongst 
Boers or Bechuanas, independent of either. 
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m U>e hte Kafir war, and vilhal abont the best rifle-sliot 
ami keenest ^MrtEaan tfaea ia the calonT), a broUier of 
dptaia Cu^bell cf Skipoess, tbe author of the ' Old 
Forat-Raager,' a wxiric highlT approved arooDgst Itxlian 
Ninrods. The riieebok is a ipedes of antelope geue- 
rallv found in all raomtaia dutriete tfaroi^lKHit Southern 
Africa, from Table Moontain to the labnide of Kurunian 
or New Litakoo. Of the rfaecbok there are two varieties : 
the rhooje-rbeebok, or red rheebuck j and the raal-rhec- 
bok, or grey rheebuck. The range of the vaal-rheebok, 
to the northwanl, ceases in the latitude of the l.ong 
Mountains lying to the eoath of Kurumau ; the other 
variety b met with as far north as the mountains in the 
territory of Slchely, chief of the Baquaincs, about fifty 
miles to the north of the Kurrichane range. Both of 
these antelopes frequent high and rocky mountains. The 
manner of hunting tliem is alike ; and, when properly 
pursued, I think more nearly resembles Scotch Highland 
deerstalking than the pursuit of any other antelope,' 

' ThroDgbout the gnaej mounlaing which Ihe hunlcr miwt 
tnv«ne In rolkining this Biitcloi«, Us eyo is ofleti gladdened by 
ronantio dellt uid aparliling rivulete, whoee eilii Uniting freshneM 
■truugly iui<l pleaiingly contnwta with Uie barren, rocky uouiitaiD 
baiKhta uu] «houldera immediately contiguoiu. The green banks 
•nil lillle holluwa along ll,e margins of thcso BtreamleU are adoniod 
with bmiiinorablo tpocies of hrilliaot phuita and floweriug ahnil« 
In wild iircifiulon. Amongst Iheic, tc my eye, the roost diwuliug 
In their be»my nero porhapi Ihow lovely heathi for which the 
C«p« \» w Juitly renowned. These esquuiiie pknta, singly, ur in 
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groups, here ftdom the wildcmesa, with a freedom and luxiinimcc 
which, could Ihe English gardener or uniriteur fioriat liehold, ho 
might well feel diahcartened, go infinitely does Nature in this favoured 
olime Burposs in wild eiuburaDce (ha nurslings of his artificial c 
remember being particularly struck with two pre-eminently brilliant 
T»rieties, the one bearing a rose-coloured, the other a blood-red 
tell ; ami though 1 regret to say that I am but a poor botanist, 
ereii in thu heat of the chncc I paused, spell-bound, lo contemplate 
irith admiration their fascinating beauty. Others with their downy 
■tems and waxen flowers of every gaudy hue, green, lilac, and 
Tarions shades of pink, red, and crimson ; some of them with I 
fips to the bell, fluuriabod in the richer hollows of their natire glen, 
or bloomed with equal loveliness along the arid cliffs and Esaurea 
of the overhanging rocis. Almost equalling the heaths in beauty, 
and surpassing them in the additional attraction of their scented 
leaves, a whole host of geraniums fill the balmy breeze with their 
delicious perftmie. These are too well known to admit of any 
novelty in descrifition, but 1 may mention, m pamcait, that they 
Bttaiu a far larger growth m their native soil than I have been in 
the habit of seeing in our greetdiouaes. Small groups of the lofty, 
lair, oonsciouvlooking iris, ri^nr their graceful beads nlung the edges 
of the atreaiuB. Their fairy forms reflected in the waters, " they 
•eem to stand like guardian Naiads of the straud." Another tribo 
of plant*, which particularly delighted me from old associations, 
Uiough not so striking as imiiiy of ita neighbours for perfume and bril- 
lialicy, was composed of several varieties of the light, ury fern, or 
bracken, whioh, whether gracefully overahadowiug the mossy stones, 
eternally moistened by Ihebubbllngsprayof the stream, wliich they 
kissed as it danced along, or veiling the grey licben-clad masses of 
rock in tho bollowa higher up, strongly reminded me of those so 
coDSfncuoualy adorning the wild glens in the mountains of my native 
land. Besides these, a thousand other gay flowers deck the hills 
and plains wherever the eye can fall. Endless varieties of the 
Ixca, the hfemaDtbus, the amaryllis, the marigold, ami a number 
of everlasting flowers, are scattered around with a lavish hand ; 
the splendid protea, whose sweets never fail to attract swarms 
the insect tribes, on which several bright kinds of fly-catcheia, 
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th»ir plumage glancing in the nooDdajBuii, arc constantly preying. 
Farther down these watercourse*, in the dense, shady raviuea, the 
jungle it omanienled wit!i long tauglwl festoons of diiTerent creepers, 
among which the wild jpsanmine rankii foreoioei, hanging in frsgrant 
gnrloods amid the sha^^ lichens, and bunches of bright orange- 
coloured misaletoe, for which the foresta of Africa, in the vicinity 
of her scfl-coogts, are so remnrkablo. ^Vhite lunching on the llonJ 
beanties of the hills more immediately adjoining the searooast, I 
may remark that here are the great nurseries fur heaths ftlid 
gcrantumB. As the traveller odvannta up the country these 
gradunlly disapiiear, and, together with the animal kingdom, the 
vegetable world aaaumes entirely new features ; the colonial foitst- 
treea and bushes, herbs and plants, behig succeeded by a vast and 
endleas world of loveliness ; unseen, unknown, untrodden, save by 
those varied multitudes of stupendous, curious, and beautifiil 
quadrupeds, whose forefathers hsve roamed its mighty solitudes 
from primaeval ages, and wilh whom I afterwards became so inli- 
mately acquainted. 



MY CATTLE UtPOODED. 



CHAPTER II. 

1 of lospaiming — Cape W^gon anil ita Furniture - 
Dejiartiice from GrnliainstQwn — My head Servant leaves i 
— ImpasMble atata of the Boada — My Waggon in a Fix — 
Change of Route — Singulor Inslinct of the Honey-bird. 

■ On the 23rd of October, 1843, having completed my 

I final arraugements, and collected and settled all outlying 

I'debts, the weather, wliich had been wet and stormy 

lifer many days past, assuming a more settled appear- 

lance, I resolved to "inBpan" and "trek," which the 

I reader will bear in mind mean to yoke and march. I 

accordingly communicated my intentions to my followers, 

and despatched my leader CaroUus to the neighbouring 

mountmus, where my cattle were supposed to be paa- 

L taring, to bring them up. He expended the greater 

I part of tiie day in searching for them in vain about their 

wonted feeding-ground : at length, late in the afternoon, 

he chanced to meet a comrade, who informed him that 

the oxen he was seeking were safely lodged in the 

" skit-kraal," or pound, Colonel Somerset, of " Ours," 

having detected them in the act of luxuriating in a field 

L forage. This plca&ing intelHgeuce demanded 
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my immediate attendance at the skit-kraal, nhere 
disemburaement of 9g., I obtained their release. 

Having secured roy osen, my next budness was to 
find my servants, who were all missing. Long, as I 
expected, was found gallantly assisting the dark-eyed 
lieroiiie of the mangle, and Kleinboy and Cobua were 
discovered in a state of brutal intoxication, stretched on 
the green-award in front of one of the canteens, along 
with sundry other waggon- drivers and Hottentot V'enuses, 
all in the same glorious condition, having expended on 
liquor the pay which they had extracted from me in ad- 
vance on the plea of providing themselves with necessaries. 
Drunk as they were, Carollua, who was sober, managed 
to allure ihcm to the waggons, and, Long assisting, the 
inspanning commenced. As no man who has not visited 
the Cape can form any idea of the manner tn whicli this 
daily operation is performed, it will here be necessary 
explain it, and to say a few more words concerning tl 
structure of a waggon. 

The Cape waggon ie a large and powerful, yet loosely- 
conrtructed vehicle, running on four wheels. Its extreme 
Icngtii is about 18 feet, its breadth varying from 3i to 4 
feet ; the depth of the sides is about 2 feet 6 inches in 
front, hut higher towards the back of the waggon. All 
along the sides two rows of iron staples are riveted, in 
which are fastened tlie boughs forming the tent, vhicli 
ftrches over the waggon to a height of 5 feet, with an awn- 
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I iog of Cafire mat, and a strong canvas sail over all, with 
" fori; -clap " and " after-c!ap," which is the colonial 
I name for two broad canvas curtains, that form part and 
[parcel of the sail, and hang in the front and rear of the 
r ▼*ggoDi reaching to within a few inches of the ground. In 
Ltbe iront is placed a large chest occupying the extreme 
Ibrcadth of the waggon, on which the driver and two pas- 
I Bcngera of ordinary dimensions can sit abreast. This is 
l-called the fore-cheat, and is secured from sliding forwards 
I by two buffalo rhelms, or strips of dressed hide, placed 
I across the front of it. and secured to the sides. A similar 
I chest is fastened in like manner to the rearoftlie waggon, 
which is called the after-chest. Along the aidesof the wag- 
gon and outside it are two longer and narrower chests 
called side-chests. These are supported by two hori- 
zontal bars of hard wood riveted to the bottom of 
the waggon. The side-chests are vei'y convenient for 
holding tools, and all manner of odds and ends too nume- 
rous to mention. The fore and after chests are likewise 
!itremely useful for containing clothing, ammunition, and 
1ft thousand small articles in daily nse. Along the sides 
■ of the tent arc suspended rows of square-cut canvas bags, 
LcBlled ade-pockets, in which the traveller keeps his hair- 
* brushes and combs, razors, knives, tooth-brushes, so.ip, 
towels, or anything else which he may wish to have at 
hand. I used to devote one to contain my luncheon, 
^^^ which often consisted of a slice of elephant's trunk. 
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The traveller sleeps upon a sort of i-ot, termed a " car- 
dell." This cardeU is a light, slroag, oblong frame, about 
eight feet in length, and occupj-ing the breadth of tlie 
waggon. It 16 bored all round with small hole?, through 
which strips of hide are interlaced, forming a sort of net- 
work on which the mattress rests. This cot is slung across 
the waggon, and is attached with thongs to the bowa of 
the tent, its elevation being regulated by the cargo, which 
is carefully stowed away beneath it in the body of the 
waggon. Suspended underneath the bind part of the 
vehicle is a strong wooden frame-work called the trap, on 
which the pots and gridirons are lashed during a march. 
The waggon is steered by a pole, called tlie dissel-boom, 
to the end of which is fastened the trek-tow, a stout rope 
formed of raw bufialo-hide. It is pulled by a span, or 
team, consisting of twelve oxen, which draw the waggon 
by yokes fastened along the trek-tow at regular inter- 
vals by means of strips of raw hide. Passing through 
each end of the yoke, at distances of 1 8 inches from one 
anollier, are two parallel bars of tough wood about 18 
inches in length; these are called yoke-skeys. In in- 
spanning, the yoke !a placed on the back of the neck of 
the ox, with one of these skcys on either side, and towards 
the end$ are notches in which is fixed the strap, made of 
twisted hide; tliis, pacing under the neck of the animal, 
Hxurcs him in the yoke. 

Besides these straps, each pair of oscn is strongljf 
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1 by the bufialu r)ieiins, which are used in catching 
1 placing them in their proper order, preparatory to 
Lnning them : a rheim is a long strip of prepiired 
bide vith a noose at the end ; it is made either of 0:1 
r buffalo hide, and is about eight feet long, A waggon 
) provided with a tar-bucket, two powerful iron 
which are called the rlieira -chains, and a large iron 
drag called the rheim-schoen : also the invariable whip 
and jaiubok ; the former consisting of a liamboo pole 
upwards of 20 feet in length, with a thong of about 25 feet, 
to the end of which is sewn with " rheimpys,'' or strips of 
dressed steinbok-skin, the " after-slock," and to this again 
is &Atened the " fore-slock," corresponding with the little 
whipcord lash of the English coachman. The " fore- 

Idock," about which the waggon -drivers are very parti- 
cular, is about a yard in length, and is formed of a strip of 
the supple skin of some particular variety of antelope pre- 
|Bred in a peculiar manner. Tbeskinsofonlyafew species 
of antelopes arc possesaed of sufEcient toughness for this 
purpose. Those most highly prized amongst the colonists 
are the skins of the hartebeest, koodoo, blesbok, and 
bughbuck ; when none of these are to l>e obtained they 
use the skin of a he-goat, which is very inferior. The 
colonial waggon-driver wields thb immense whip with 
great dexterity and grace. As lie cracks it he produces a 
report nearly equal to that of a gun, and by this means 

I signals to his leader, who is perhaps herding the oxen 
VOL. I. C 
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at the distance of a mile, to bring them up when it is 
time to inFpan. 

'ITie " jambok " is another instrument of persuasion, in- 
dispensable in the outfit of ever} Cape waggon. It is made 
of tiie thick tough hide either of the white rhinoceros or 
hippopotamus- Its length h from 6 to 7 feet ; its thickness 
at the handle is about an inch and a half, and it tapers 
gradually to the point. These "jamboka" are exceedingly 
tough and pliant, and are capable of inflicting most tre- 
mendous chastisement upon the thick hides of sulky and 
refractory oxen. Those manufactured from the skin of 
the hippopoUmus are very much superior to those of the 
rhinoceros, being naturally of a much tougher ciuality. 
If properly prepared, one of these will last for many years. 
A smaller description of "jambok" its manufactured for 
the benefit of horses, and may be seen in the bands of 
every horseman in the colony. 

When the leader brings up the oxen to the waggon to 
be inspanned, the waggon-driver if possible sends another 
Hottentot to his assistance, especially if any of t)ie oxen 
in the span happen to be young or refractory. These, 
anned with a huge "jambok " in one liand, and a handfiil 
of stones in the other, one on either flank, with shouts, 
yells, and imprecations, urge forward the unwilling team 
toward the jokes, where the driver is standing with the 
twelve long buffalo rheims hanging on his left arm, pour- 
ing forth a volley of soothing terms, such as — " Ah I 
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now, Scotland ! Wo ha, Blauberg I you skellum, keer 
dar CaroIIua for Blauberg, ye stand Bomar da, ich wich- 
na wha yo hadachta ist." (Turn there for Blauberg ; you 
stand there in an absent state, I do not know where your 
ideas are,) " Holland, you ould Myfooty !" (" Myfooty " 
is a common Hottentot term, which I would defy even 
themselves to construe. The Dutch word " somar," 
meutioued above, is also a word to wliicb I think I could 
challenge the roost learned schoolmaster in the colony 
to attach any definite meaning. It is used both by Boers 
and Hottentots in almost every sentence ; it is an answer 
to every question ; and its meanings are endless.) 
*' Slangfeldt, yon nenxel !" (Snakefield, you humbug!) 
" Wo ha, now Crcishmann !" (Crooked man.) "Orlam, 
you verdomde Rind, vacht un bidgte, icb soil you krae." 
(Civilized! youd — d child; waitabit, I'll serve you out-) 
" Vitfoot, you duivel ! slahm dar fur Vitfoot, slahm ibm, 
dat be harst !" (Whitefoot, you devil I flog there Wbite- 
fcot, flog hira till he hursts.) " Englandt, you ould 
ghroote-pench ! Ah now I Wo ha I Ye dat so lowe 
iat in die shwor placb, und dhanim so veea at inspanning ! 
Yacht un bidgte, ich soil a plach for you aitsuch. Ye 
lob da for nett so as ye will, mar ich soil you arter bring, 
whar tch kann you mach like baikam." (England, y»u 
old big paunch ! Ah now ! Wo ha ! You who are so 
lazy in the heavy place, and nevertheless so vicious at 
inspanning. Wait a little. I shall seek out a plate 
c 2 
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you ! You tramp there in front, exactly as you ploase ; 
but I will yoke you Eirther back, wbere I can reach you 
with facility.) This is said in allusion to " England's" 
having lately been in the habit of being yoked in the front 
of the team, and if it ia very long the driver cannot reach 
the leading oxen with his whip without descending from the 
box, and, therefore, when a fore-ox becomes lazy, he ia 
yoked farther back in the team, that he may have the 
full benefit of the persuasive " fore-slook," 

Wliile the driver's tongue is pouring forth this flow of 
Hottentot eloquence with amazing volubility, his hands 
and feet are employed with equal activity ; the former, 
throwing the open noose of the rheim. lasso-like, over 
homs of each ox, and drawing it tight round them as he* 
catches him ; the latter in kicking the eyes and noses of 
tho»e oxen which the jamboks and shouts of the leaders 
behind have driven too far in upon him. At this momt 
" Blaubcrg," who is an old offender, and who aoqtured il 
early youth the practice which he has never relinquished 
of bolting from the team at the moment of inspanning, 
being this day unusually hvely, not having had any aevope 
work for some weeks, suddenly springs round, notwith- 
standing Kleinboy, well aware of hia propensities, haa 
got his particular rheim firmly twisted round bis hand ; 
and having once got his tail where his head ought to have 
been, and thus deprived Kleinboy of all purchase over 
him, he bounds madly forward, heedless of a large sharp 
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I «tone with which one of the leaders salutes him in the 
eye. By his forward career, Carollus is instantly dashed 
to the ground ; and Kleinboy, who has pertinaciously 
grasped the rhcltn in the vain Iiope of retrieving the 

I matter, is dragged several yards along the ground, and 
eventually relinquishes ttie rheim, at the same time losing 
a good deal of the outer hark of his unfortunate hand. 
Away goes Blauberg in his headlong course, tearing 
frantically over hill and dale, his rheim flying from his 
horns like a streamer in the wind. His course lies right 
across the middle of the Cape-Corjis barracks, where 

I shout forty or fifty riflemen who are lounging about, 
parade being over, rush to intercept his course, preceded 
i»y a pack of mongrel curs of every shape and size, hut 
in vain. Blauberg, heedless of a shower of sticks and 
■tones hurled at his devoted head, charges through the 
nidst of them, nor is he recovered for the space of about 
two hours. 
The rest of the team, seeing their driver sprawling on 
the ground, as a matter of course follow Blauberg's ex- 
ample: instantly wheeling to the right and left about, 
■jtway they scamper, each selecting a course for himself, 
laome with and others without the appendage of the 
streamers. Tlie Hottentots, well aware that it will be 
useless to follow Blauberg in the usual way, as he would 
^^^ probably lead them a chase of four or five miles, no« 
^^^ndopt the most approved method usually practised in such 
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cases. They accordingly drive out a small troop of 
tamer oxen, with which they proceed in quest of the 
truant. This troop they cunningly induce Mr. Blauberg 
to join, and eventually return with him to the waggon — 
the driver, with pouting lips and the sweat running down 
his brow, pouring forth a torrent of threatened vengeance 
against the offending Blauberg. The inspanning is then 
once more commenced as before, and Blauberg, being this 
time cautiously placed in a central position, well wedged 
up by the other oxen, whereby he b prevented from 
turning about, la lassoed with the strongest rheim, and 
firmly secured to the steady old ox who has purposely 
been driven up beside him. Tlie twelve oxen are soon 
all securely yoked in their proper places ; the leader has 
made up his "fore-tow," which is a long spare rheini 
attached round the horns of each of the fore or front oxen, 
by which he leads the team, and inspanning is reported to 
be accomplished. 

I omitted to mention that the two fore-oseu, and the 
two aftcr-osen, which are yoked one on either side of the 
" dissel-boom " or pole, are always supposed to be the 
steadiest, moat intelligent and tractable in the team. 
The two fore-oxen in particular, to be right good ones, 
require a combination of excellences, as it is indispens- 
able for the safety of the waggon that they tlioroughly 
understand their duty. They are expected, unguided by 
nnns, to hold the rarely-trodden roads which occur 
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througbout tbe remoter parts of the colony either by day 
or Dtght ; and 90 well trained are the^ie sagacious animals 
that it ia not uncommon to meet with a pair of fore-oxen 
which will, of their own accord, hold the "spoor" or 
track of a single waggon which has perhaps crossed a 
plain six montlis previously. 

In dangerous ground, however — where the narrow road 
winds through stones and rocks, or along the brink of a 
precipice; or where the road is much intersected by water- 
couraes, and bordered by the eternal hillocks raised bj 
the white ants, which are of the consistence of a brick, 
being formed, during damp weather, of clay, which the 
Bun afterwards hardens ; or where the " aard-varcke," or 
ant-bear, with his powerful claws has undermined the 
road with enormous holes — the fore-oxen, however trust- 
worthy, should never be left to their own devices, but the 
leader should precede them, leading by the tow. This 
safe and highly necessary precaution is however rarely 
practised by the ruifianly Hottentots if the " baas " or 
master is not present, these worthies preferring to ait still 
and smoke their pipes or play their violins during the 
march, to performing their duty, thus frequently exposing 
their master's property to imminent peril. It is thus that 
more than half the capsizes, broken axletrees, broken 
dissel - booms, and smashed cap -tents, daily occur 
throughout the colony. All being now in readiness, and 
some pots and spades, which the Hottentots as a matter 



J 



ADVENTURES IN SOUTH AFRICA. 



of course had omitted to stow away in their proper places, 
being securely lashed on the trap and to the sides of the 
waggon, the illustrious Kleinboy brandishes his huge 
whip, and, cracking it with a report which loudly rever- 
berates throughout the walls and houses of the Cape- 
corps barracks, shouts out, with stentorian lungs, " Trek, 
trek, you duivels 1 Rhure y'lla dar vor, you ekellums ! 
Ano spoor trap, yon ueuxcls 1 Tabelberg, you ould 
kring 1 Trek, you lowc paar marys. Schiieebcrg, you 
lawe Satau ! Blauberg, you duivel'a kind 1 " — (Drai 
draw, you devils 1 Move yourselves forward there, 
skelluma I Tramp all in the same track, you humbugs ! 
Table Mountain, you old ring I Draw, you lazy troop 
of mares ! Snow Mountain, you lazy Satan I Blue 
Mountain, you child of the devil I ) — At the same moment 
he catches the refractory Blauberg the most terrific wipe 
round the ribs with his fore-alock, accompauied by 
sharp report like the discharge of a pistol, upon whit 
a cloud of blue luiir la seen to fly from the ox, and 
red streak, down which the blood copiously flows, denotes 
the power of the weapon the driver so mercilessly wields 
over the backs of his homy team. At last the huge 
and heavily-laden waggon is in motion, and rolls lightly 
along after tlie powerful oxen, which on level ground BceU' 
scarcely to feel the yokes which lie across their necks. 

Ucquiring to piek up several large parcels at tlie stores 
of some of the mercliants in the town, we trekked down 
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the main street of Grahamstown ; and in passing the shops 
of the bntchers and bakers laid in a lai^e supply of 
hread and fresh meat for immediate use. Before we 
had proceeded far, some sharp-sighted Hottentots came 
mnning after us, calling out that a fountain of tiger's 
milk had started in the stern of the waggon ; and on 
halting we discovered that several loose cases of gin 
which I had purchased for immediate use, and which had 
not been properly stowed, had sprung a leak. The Hot- 
tentots seemed to regret amazingly the loss of so much 
good liquor, and endeavoured with their hands to catch 
it aa it fell. Owing to the various delays which had 
occurred during the day, I did not get more than half a 
mile clear of Grahamstown when the sun went down ; and 
there being then no moon, I deemed it expedient to halt 
fijr the night. We accordingly outspanned ; and the 
Hottentots, having secured the oxen to the yokes, and 
jricketed my two horses on the wheels, requested my 
permission to return to the town to take another farewell 
of their wives and sweethearts. This I did not deem 
altogether prudent, but, knowing well that if I withheld 
BJy consent they would go without it, I considered it 
best to comply with a good grace ; and granting a general 
leave of absence, took on myself the charge of the castle 
which was destined to be my home during the next five 
yean. 

The Hottentots, strange to say, according to their pro- 
c 3 
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mUe, rL-tumed to the waggon during the night, and next 
morning, at earliest dawn of day, I roused them, and we 
inspaniied. When this waa accomplished, m}' head servant 
Long not appearing, we marched without him ; but we 
had only proceeded about three miles when he managed 
to overtake us, tlie road being billy and very soft, owing 
to the recent rains. On coming up and recovering his 
breath, he expressed himself very much disgusted at my 
starting without him, wheu I took the liberty of explaining 
that I expected my servants to wait for mc, and not that I 
should tarry for them. Our progress was considerably 
impeded by the bad state of the roads, and at ten a-M. 
we halted for breakfast beside a pool of rain-water, having 
performed a march of about nine miles. Here, having 
outspanned our oxen, we set about preparing our gipsy 
breakfast : one collected sticks for the fires, another filled 
the kettles at the adjoining "vley," while Long and I 
Were busied in spreading the table and dusting the beef- 
steaks with salt and pepper. 

Having permitted the oxen to graze for a few hours, 
we again inspanned, holding the high road for Somerset ; 
and about sundown we halted for the night on the farm 
of a Mr. Fichctt, a great sbecp-farmer, who received me 
hospitably, and invited me to dine with him. Here I met 
Captain Codrington, who had lately sold out of the 7th 
Dragoons. Our march ibis day lay through a succeseion 
of low, undulating hills, richly clothed with a variety of 
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grasses, herbs, and flowers, with here and there large 
patches of dwarfish evergreens, I had directed my Hot- 
tentots to kraal the oxen that night, with the intention of 
making an early start on the following morning, but the 
herd managed to lose them in the thick underwood. 
They were, however, recovered at an early hour on the 
following morning, and, having breakfasted, I was about 
to proceed, when Long, with a face worthy of his name, 
came up to me with a whole tissue of dire complaints 
about his personal inconveniences, the most galling of 
which appeared to be his having to sleep on the ground in 
the tent. On my fiiend's advancing these objections, I 
Baw very plainly that he was not the man for my work, 
as the life before us was by no means likely to be one of 
luxury ; so having made over to htm his impedimenta, 
and paid him his month's wages, I wished him a safe 
return to Grahamatown. 

It was a lovely day, with a bright blue sky over head, 
covered with light, fleecy clouds, and the trees and shruha, 
freshened by the recent rains, emitted an aromatic pei^ 
fume. Having proceeded some miles, we commenced 
ascending the Zuurberg range, where we were met by 
two waggons firom Somerset, laden with oranges for the 
Grahamstown market, of which I purchased several dozen, 
and found them excellent. The drivers of these waggons 
informed me that the road in advance waa almost impass- 
!, owing to the recent heavy rains. Although their 
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oxen were better than mine, and their waggons lighter 
Bome tlioueand pounds, tliey had liad great difficulty 
coming on, and they recommended me to retrace 
steps, ami, crossing the country, try the other road by 
Bruin's Poort, Notwithstanding their remonstrances, 
resolved to push on and give it a trial. 

About midday I outspanned for two hours, to let the 
cattle graze ; after which, having proceeded a few milee, 
we found the road so cut up that we were obliged to 
ahandDu it, and trek along the rugged hill-side, holding 
a course parallel to it. Marching in front, and sinking 
up to my ankles in mud at every step, I endeavoi 
to select the hardest ground, on which the wag{ 
might follow. The ground now every moment became 
worse and worse; the panting oxen, straining every 
nerve to keep it in motion, and halting every hundred 
yards to take breath. At length the wheels suddci 
sank deep into the soil, and became immoveahly (ixt 
upon which we made loose our shovels and picka; 
and worked hard for half an hour, clearing away 
soil in front of and around the wheels ; wliich beJi 
accomplished, we rigged out a fore-tow and extra yol 
to inspan my two spare oxen, and then set our whi 
fourteen to draw, but they could not move the wi 
an inch. We then lightened it of a part of the cai 
and, after half an liour's further labour, we had relic 
the waggon of upwards of three thousand pounds ; but 
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thu oxen, notwithstanding the most nnniercifiil application 
of both whip and jambok, failed to move it. The 
thought then struck me of pulling it out backwards : 
we accordingly cast loose the trek -tow, and, liavbig hooked 
on the long span or team to tlie after-part of the waggon, 
we succeeded in extracting it from its deep bed. We 
next proceeded with much care and trouble to stow 
sway the baggage which we had remoyed, and the oxen 
being again placed in their position we resumed our 
journey ; but, befora we bad gone three hundred yards, 
the waggon again became engulfed, sinking into the earth 
to sucb a depth that I half expected it would disappear 
altogether. The nave of the wheel was actually aU 
or eight indies below the surface. This put us at our 
wits' ends, and I began to think that, if this was to he our 
rate of travelbng, my hair would be grey ere I reached 
the land of elephants. 

A few minutes after this had occurred, another waggon 
meeting us from Somerset hove in sight, but shortly 
stuck fast within a quarter of a mile of us. Its owner, 
an Englishman, an Albany transport-rider or carrier, of 
the name of Leonard, now came up and requested 
-me to lend him my oxen to assist him in his difficulties, 
which I did, he promising in return to help mo out of 
mine ; but it was not until unloaded of the entire cargo 
that they succeeded in extricating it ; after which, with 
eomiiderahle trouble, they came up to us. We now 
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hooked on to ray waggon both spans, amounting to 
twenty-six strong oxen, the drivers standing one on either 
side, with their whips ready at the given signal to descend 
upon the devoted oxen. I myself, with one of the Hot- 
tentots, armed with the jamboka, stood by the after oxen, 
upon whom, in a dilemma of this sort, much dependa. 
Every man and beast being at their post, the usual cry of 
" Trek, trek I " resounded on all sides, accompanied by 
a torrent of unearthly yells and abusive epithets ; at the 
same time the whips were plied with energetic dextcri^, 
and came down with startling reports on the backs of 
oxen throughout all parts of the team. The twenty-aix 
oxen, thus urged, at the same moment concentrated their 
energies, laying a mighty strain on the gear. Something 
must yield, and accordingly my powerful buffalo trek- 
snapped asunder witliin a few feet of the dissel-buom. 
The trek-tow being strongly knotted together, a. second 
attempt was made, when it again snapped in a fi-csh place. 
We then unhooked the long drag-chains from bcneatli 
the waggon, wherewith having fortified the trek-tow, 
made a third triaL Tlie cunning oxen, having now 
twice exerted themselves in vain, and being well aware 
tliat the waggon was fast, according to their usual custom, 
could not be induced to make any further effort, not- 
withstanding the waggon-drivers had inflicted upon them 
about half an hour's terrific flogging, till the sides of 
h&lf of them were running down with gore. In cases 
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THE TBANSPOBT-KIDER'S AID, 

of this sort the oxen, instead of taking properly to their 

work, spring about in the yoke, and turn their tails round 

where their heads should be, invariably snapping the 

strapa and yoke-skeas, and frequently splitting the yokes. 

In the present ioslance my gear did not escape, for, after 

I battling with the oxen till the sua went down, and 

' amasbing the half of my rbeims, straps, and skeas, and 

splitting one of my yokes, we were obliged to drop it for 

the night. We cast loose the oxen, and, driving them up 

the hill-side, granted them their liberty until morning; 

and leaving our broken gear, pickaxes, spades, and other 

utensils scattered about the ground in grand confusion, 

r tired and worn out we kindled a fire, and set about 

* cooking our dinner. Leonard and his servants declared 

that they had not tasted anything but a little biscuit and 

coffee during the last three days, the Dutchmen along 

tbeir road being very unfriendly and inhospitable to the 

English transport-riders. 

Next morning we awoke refreshed by sound slumbers, 
I and having despatched all the Hottentots, excepting one 
i man, in quest of the oxen, Leonard and I were actively 
I employed for two hours in digging out and off-loading the 
I waggon, after which Leonard and the Hottentot set about 
Ljpreparing the breakfast, whilst I proceeded to dam my 
I- worsted stockings, having had the good fortune to obtain 
s hanks of worsted from the wife of a Scotch serjeant 
I ID Grahamstown, after vainly seeking that article in the 
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shops of all the haherdashere id the town. While wc 
were thus employed, Captain Codrington and Mr. Fichett 
rode up to us, and seemed very much amused at our 
situation. Having drunk a cup of coffee with me, fichett 
and Codrington returned home, previously engaging me 
to dine with them, as I had resolved to retrace my 
steps and try another lioe of country. About 11 a.m. 
the Hottentots returned with our oxen, when, with the 
united efforts of the teams, we succeeded in extricating 
my now lightened waggon. The two oxen I purchased 
from Thompson, though well-favoured, proving indolent 
in a heavy pull, I exchanged them with Leonard for tlie 
liberty to pick any two out of his span, giving him a sove- 
reign to boot. His team consisted of twelve tough little 
red Zoolah oxen, from the district of Natal, wliich, like the 
Albany cattle, are termed " Zuur-feldt." This colonial 
phrase is applied to all oxen bred and reared near the 
Bca-coast, in districts where the majority of the grass is 
sour. Those from aliout the frontiers of the colony, or 
unywhere beyond tlie Orange River, are termed " Sweet- 
feldt " oxen. The Zuiu-feldt cattle possess a superiority 
over the Sweet-feldt as trek-oxen, inasmuch as they 
thrire on any pasture, whereas the latter die if detained 
more than a few days in Zuur-feldt districts. Leonard's 
account of the road before me was so bad, his waggon 
having been upset four times on the preceding day, tliat 
I resolved to put about, and adopt the route through De 
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niin'B Poort, which had been recommended to me by the 
■i^diivers of tlie Somerset orange-waggons. By this route I 
should avoid Somerset, and pass through the village of 
Cradock. My plans at this time were, in the first instance^ 
to proceed direct to the Thebus Flats, where black wilde- 
ht)eest and springbok were reported to abomid ; and 
lence to march upon Coleaberg, a village on the fron- 
where I expected to meet my cousin Colonel 
lampbcll, of the 9l3t, by whose advice, in a great 
re, I intended to be guided in my future move- 



We now reloaded roy wa^on, made all fast, and, 

iving put everything in order, Leonard and I journeyed 

;ether to Fichett'a farm, where I once more took up my 

larters for the night, \\Tiile actively busted witli my 

:n, I saw to-day for the first time the honey-bird. This 

extraordiimry little bini, which is about the size of a 

chaffinch, and of a light-grey colour, will invariably lead 

a person following it to a wild-bees' neat. Chattering 

id twittering in a state of great excitement, it perches 

a branch beside the traveller, endeavouring by various 

wiles to attract his attention ; and having 8ucc4;eded in 

doing so, it files Hghtly forward in a wavy course in the 

direction of the bees' nest, alighting every now and then, 

and looking back to ascertain if the traveller is following 

it, all the time keeping up an incessant twitter. When 

arrivea at the hollow tree, or deserted white- 
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ants' hill, which contains the honey, it for a moment 
hovers over the nest, pointing to it with its hill, and then 
takes up its position on a neighbouring branch, anxiously 
awaiting its share of the spoi!, AVhen the honey ia taken, 
which is accomplished by first stupifying the bees by 
burning grass at tlie entrance of their domicile, the honey- 
bird will often lead to a second and even to a third nest. 
The person thus following it ought to whistle. The 
savages in the interior, whilst in pursuit, have several 
charmed sentences which they use on the ooca-Vion. The 
wild-bee of Southern Africa exactly corres)>onds with the 
domestic garden-bee of England. They are very gene- 
rally diffused throughout every part of Africa — bees'-wax 
forming a considerable part of the cargoes of ships trading 
to the Gold and Ivory Coasts, and the deadly district of 
Sierra Leone, on the western shores of Africa. 

Interesting as the houey-hird is, and though sweet be 
the stores to which it leads, I have often had cause to 
wish it far enough, as, when following the warm " spoor '" 
or track of elephants, I have often seen the savages, at 
moments of the utmost importauee, resign the spoor of 
the beasts to attend to the summons of the bird. Some- 
times, however, they are " sold," it being a well-known 
fact, botli among the Hottentots and tribes of the interior, 
that they often lead the unwary pursuer to danger, some- 
times guiding him to the midday retreat of a grizzly Hon, 
or bringing him suddenly upon the den of the crouching 



THE nONET-BrRU. 



panther. I remember on one occasion, about three years 
later, when weary with warring against the mighty ele- 
phanla and liippopotamoi which roam the vast forests and 
sport in the floods of the fair Limpopo, having mounted a 
pair of unwonted shot-barrels, I sought recreation in the 
humbler pursuit of quail-shooting. ^\'hile thus employed, 
my attention was suddenly invited by a garrulous honey- 
bird, which pertinaciously adhered to me for a consider- 
able time, heedless of the reports made by my gun. 
Having bagged as many quails and partridges aa I cared 
about shooting, I whistled lustily to the honey-bird, and 
gave him chase ; after following him to a distance of 
upwards of a mile, through the open glades adjoining the 
Limpopo, he led me to an unusually vast crocodile, who 
was lying with his entire body concealed, nothing but his 
horrid head being visible above the surface of the water, 
his eyes anxiously watching the movements of eight or ten 
large bull-buffkloes, whifih, in seeking to quench their 
thirst m the waters of the river, were crackling through 
the dry reeds as they cautiously waded in the deep mud 
that a recent 6ood had deposited along the edge. Fortu- 
nately for the buffaloes, the depth of the mud prevented 
their reaching the stream, and thus the scaly monster of 
> the nver was disappointed of bis prey. 
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Fearful Descent of Do Bniiii's Poort — District lately dtaerted bv 
Elephants — Noble .Forest-trees — The Great Fiah Eiver — 
Cunning Boprs — Burning elTecta of the Sun — The Dutch 
Noe'a Green Tea Ointment — Skill of the Uottenlut* in 
" Tapping the Admiral " — Beautifully 'Wooded Country — 
The Tillage of Oradcck — South African Cliiunte — Connltes* 
Herds of Springbok — Myiiheor Pocheter — The way to m»ke 
a Friend on the Thebns Flats — Hcndrick Strydom — Hunting 
for Springbok — Extraordinary Migrations of ihc«e Aale- 

My " trek-tow " hiu-iog been deBtroyed during tbe receot 
struggles, I was glad to purchase a new one from a man 
named Mackenzie in Ficliett'a employ, which he i 
plied me, together with a stroug thornwood yoke, for ) 
On leaving the farm we proceeded in an easterly course, 
and struck into a track which in a few hours led us into 
the liigh road leading from Grahamstown to Cradoc 
Having followed this road for several miles, we i 
menced descending through the De Bruin's Poort, v 
the road winds, in a deep, narrow, and rugged ravi 
through dense evergreen underwood, in its descent to ti 
lowerground adjacentto the banks of the Great FisliRiTI 
This poort, or mountain pass, the terror of wag( 
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drivers, being at all times periloiia to waggona, was in the 

present instance unusually dangerous and impafisablc, the 

recent heavy rains having entirely washed away tlie loose 

•oil with which the colonists had been in the habit of em- 

bankiug the permanent shelves and ridges of adamantine 

tock over which the waggons must necessarily pass, while 

tbey had at the same time undermined an immense 

Dumber of large masses of rocks and stones which had 

hitherto occupied positions on the banks above, and which 

BOW lay scattered along the rocky way, presenting an 

apparently insurmountable barrier to our farther progress. 

As we were the first who had travelled this road since 

the late inundations, it had not undergone the slightest 

Tepair, which, to have done properly, would have required 

the labour of a week. Having halted the waggon, and 

deeeeuded into the ravine for an inspection, accompanied 

by Kleinboy, I at once pronounced it, in its present state, 

be impassable. Kleinboy, however, well aware that 

would not be called upon to pay for damages, seemed 

eutertuD a different opinion, evidently preferring to 

all risks to encountering the Herculean labours of 

illing all these boulders to one side. Accordingly, 

iving made up our minds to take the pass, we re- 

!uded to the waggon, and, having rheiraed or secured 

two hind wheels by means of the drag-chains, Klein- 

ly took his position on the box, and tlie waggon com- 

iced its perilous descent, I following in the firm ex- 
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pectation every moment of beholding its destruction. 
JollJDg furioualy along, it crashed and jumped from rock 
to ruck ; at one moment the starboard bind wheel resting 
on a projecting ledge of rock several feet in height, and 
the front wheel on the same side buried in a deep hollow, 
and next moment the larboard wheels suddenly elevated 
by a corresponding mass of rock on the oppoate side, 
placing the waggon in such a position that it seemed as 
though another inch must inevitably decide its fate. I 
held my breath, doubting the possibility of its regain 
ing the horizontal position. Righting again, liowever^' 
with fearful violence, it was launched, tottering from side 
to side, down the steep stony descent, and eventually, 
mui-h to mj astonishment, the pass was won, and we 
entered upon the more practicable road beneath. 

I could not help fancying how an English-huilt vehicle 
would have fared in a similar situation, and how a 
Brighton coachman would have opened his eyes could be 
have seen my Cape waggon in the act of descending this 
fine specimen of a colonial waggon-road, which I might 
aptly compare to the rugged mountain-bed of some High- 
land river. Having continued our journey till within an 
hour of sundown, we encamped for the night. The country 
through which we had passed was densely covered with 
one vast jungle of dwarfish cvcrgieen bhrubs and busbes, 
amongst which the speck-boom was predominant. Thb 
species of tree, which is one of the most abundant through- 
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: the forests and jungles of Albany and Cafiraria, is 
■tttterlj unserviceable to man, as its pithy branches, even 
rben dead, arc tmavailable for (\ie1. Il is, however, in- 
resting, as constituting a faTourite food of the elephants 
Kwfaich, about twenty-five years ago, frequented the whole of 
■Dns country in large herds. Tlie footpaths formed through 
icceEsive ages, by the feet of these mighty animal 
1 discernible on the sides and in the necks of some of 
; forest-clad hills ; and the skulls and larger bones of 
Kmanj are at this moment bleaching iu some of the forest- 
Uoo& or ravines adjacent to the sea in Lower Albany, 

From ^me immemorial, these interesting and stupen- 
dous quadrupeds had maintained their ground throughout 
these their paternal domains, although they were con- 
stantly hunted, and uuniberB of them were slain, by the 
neighbouring active and athletic warriors of the Ama- 
ponda tribes, on account of their flesh — the ivory so much 
I prized amongst civilized nations being by them esteemed 
%tf no value, the only purpose to which they adapt it 
plieing the mauufacture of rings and ornaments for their 
ingers and arms. These gallant fellows, armed only 
^wilh their assegais or light javelins of their own manu- 
r&cture, were iu the constant habit of attacking the 
gigantic animals, and overpowering them with the accu- 
mulated showers of their weapons. At length, however, 
when the white lords of the creation pitched tlieir camps 
L Ki the shores of Southern Africa, a more determined and 
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general warfare was waged against the elephants on account 
of their ivory, witli the more destructive engines of bat! and 
powder. In a few years, those who managed to escape 
from the hands of their oppressors, after wandering from 
forest to forest, and from one mountain-range to another, 
and finding that sanctuary there was none, turned their 
faces to the north-eaat, and " treklted" or migrated from 
their ancestral jungles to lands unknown. A small rem- 
nant, however, remained ; and these, along with a few 
buffaloes, koodoos, and one solitary black rhinoceros, still 
found shelter in the vast jungles of the Zuurbei^ and 
Adilo bush as late as the commencement of 1849. 

^Vhen the colonists first settled in Albany, they were 
in the habit of carrying on a very lucrative traffic with 
the chiefs of the neighbouring Amaponda tribes, from 
whom they obtained large quantities of ivory in barter 
for beads, brass wire, and other Etrticles of little value. 

Tliroughout the jungles of Albany and Caffraria, but 
more particularly in the deep kJoots and valleys, many 
varieties of noble forest-trees are found of considerable 
size and great beauty, several of which are much prized 
by the colonists on account of their excellence for waggon- 
work and houee-building ; of these I may enumerate tlie 
yellow-wood tree, the wild cedar, the stink-wood tree, 
and the black and the white iron-wood tree. The two 
latter ai-e remarkable for toughness and durability, and 
are much used in the axletrees of waggons. The primitive 
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Bystein of wctoden axletrecs has of late years been super- 
seded in some districts by patent iron ones ; many, 
however, still use and prefer tlie old wooden axletrees, 
because waggons baving those made of iron, in steeji 
^^ descents, run too freely after tbe team, to the injury of 
^HMk two after-oxen ; and, further, becauee it wooden axle, 
^^Hf broken, may be replaced in any remote part of tbe 
^^HpDQDlry ; whereas a damaged iron axlelree cannot be 
^^Hnended even by the skilful smltlis throughout the towns 
^^ std villages of the colony. The iron axles are eape(^ially 
apt to be brokeu in cold frosty mornings during the winter, 
when a waggon, immediately after being set in motion, 
! to pass through rough ground before the friction of 
s wheel has imparted to it a eertain degree of beat. 
On tbe following day a march of four hours brought 
) to the bank of the Great Fish River, having crossed 
ixtensively open glade covered with several varieties 
)w shrubs and grasses and roiigh heather. Here, for 
t time, I saw and shot the black koran, an excel - 
game-bird, allied to the bustards, so abundant 
rougbout South Africa. Its weight corresponds with 
t of our old cock grouse ; its legs and neck arc long 
:e those of the ostrich ; its breast and back are grey, and 
k wings bloirk and white. They are everywhere to be met 
where the counti'y is at all level and open : when 
ifltarbed they take wing and fly over the plain in circles, 
much after the manner of the green plover or peewit. 
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uttering a harah grating cry. The best method of gettiitg 
wilhin range is to use a. horse, and ride round tbciu in a 
circle, gradually contracting it. To this open glade, 
whose name I have forgottcu, the Nirarods about Gra- 
hamstown of^en resort, and indulge in the exciting sport 
of wild boar and porcupine hunting. This " chasse "' is 
conducied on bright moonlight nights, witli a gathering 
of rough strong Jogs, the buutcrs being armed with a 
bayonet or spear, with which they despatch the quarry 
when brought to bay. 

I found the Great Fish Kiver, as I had anticipated, 
still Hooded ami impassable to waggon?. It was, how- 
ever, ebbing rapidly, and apparently would be fordable 
on the morrow. During the previous heavy rains, «hich 
were swd not to have been equalled for twenty-seven 
years, it had nsen to an immense height, and every- 
where overHowed its banks. That part of the hank which 
formed the descent and aseent of the former waggon- 
road was, as a matter of course, entirely swept away, a 
steep wall on either side of the river remaining in ils 
stead, flanked by a bank of deep and slimy mud. An 
immense deal of manual labour would consequently be 
necessary to form a road, by cutting down these walU. 
and clearing a channel through the mud, before a wag- 
gon could lake the dritl. Accordingly, the work being 
considerable, I thought the sooner we set about it the 
better [ so having cooked and partaken of a hot tifiiu, we 
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lot loose the pickaxes, spades, and sliovels, stri|)]>ed lo 

l.^ur shirU, and, half wading, half swimming, succeeded 

I crosGiDg the river, where, liaving laboured hard till 

indown, and constructed a famous piece of road, we 

wsidered our task on that side as completed. Early on 

I ^le following morning we resumed our labours on our side 

lof the river, and about ten a.m. our path was finished, A 

l-inrty of Boers now hove in sight with three waggons, 

I vhioh they outspanned on the opposite bunk, and drove 

ftfiieir oxen into the neighbouring hills to graze. Pre- 

(•ently observing us preparing to inspan, they beckoned to 

I ine to hold a confereoce with them arroas the stream, the 

libject of which was to endeavour to dissuade me from 

iking the drift until their oxen should return, under pre- 

■tence of asMstingus, but, in reality, fearing that we would 

I lUck fast, and that they shouhi he forced to assist us, since, 

I JD the event of oiir waggon sticking before their oxen came 

), they would be unable to pass us until we were extri- 

gated. I saw the move with half an eye, and instantly 

■dered my men to inspari with all possible despatch ; 

prhea we got safely through the river and up the opposite 

'liank, which was much more than I had anticipated 

It was a fearful pull for the poor oxen ; the waggon 
_ rtack fast three times, and was within a hair's breadth of 
ing upBet. The water just came up to the bottom 
, but fortunately did not wet any part of the cargo. 
; Boers seemed much surprised at tiie success of our 
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venture, as they always entertain the idea that an Eiig- 
Hahiuan's oxen must be inft^rior to theirs, but this idea is 
grossly erroneous, the reverse being invjiriablj- tlie case. 
A Boer will hardly ever flog his oxen when they require 
it, which, though it may shock the ear of iny fair reader, 
my regard to truth compels me to state is indispensable, 
oxen being of a strange, stubborn disposition, perfectly 
different from horses. This, at a future period, I had 
cause to ascertain practically, when, forsaken by niy fol- 
lowers on the borders of the Kalihari desert, I was ne- 
cessitated daily to inapan and drive niy own oxen, which 
I did, with the asustauce of a small Bushman, for a dis- 
ttiiicc of about a thousand miles. 

It is a common thing to see a Boer's oxen stick East on 
a very moderate ascent, with not above 1000 lbs. or 
2000 lbs. weight in the waggon, where an Albany trans- 
port-rider would pass him with a load of 6000 lbs. behind 
his bullocks ; and it is by no means uncommon to see 
these Albany men discharging a load of even 8000 lbs. 
weight at the stores of the Grahamstown niercliants. 
which they have transported with a team of fourteen oxen 
throu|^h tlie hilly country betwixt that town and Algoa 
Bay. After crossing the river, the road continued good 
for about three miles, but after that we found it washed 
away in many places. Once we stuck fust, and were 
obliged to dig the waggon out, and broke our trek-tow 
three times in extracting it. In other places we were 
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■ obliged to leave the usual roail, and c-ut a now way 

■ through (he thomy treea witli our axes, the road lieing 
i-eiit up with wntercourses six and eight feet deep. At 

midday we outspanned for two hours, to rest the osen, on 
I the farm of a Mr. Corrie. Here wc met a '* smouse," or 
ftbader, coming down the country with a drove of about a 
Ebuudred and fifty very large well-conditioned oxen. lie 
ercd mc a span at 3/. ahead; they were worth 12/, 
I each in England. I felt the sun rather oppressive. 

About two p.M wc inspanned, and, having ascended a 
Qong and very steep hill, we entered upon a new line of 
gountry, of wide undulating open plains of rank waving 
ss, dotted over with the mud-built habitations of white 
We held on for three hours after sundown, and 
lalted for tlie night at an uninhabited dilapitated man- 
JHon, in which we lighted a lire and cooked our dinner 
Saving secured our oxen on the yokes, instead of per- 
jnittiRg them to graze during the night, we were enabled 
> march next morning some time before the break of 
lay ; and aa the rising sim gradually unveiled the land 
rape, I bad the pleasure of beholding for the first time 
ncral small herds of springboks scattered over the plain. 
I exquisitely graceful and truly interesting antelope 
I very generally diffused throughout Southern Africa, 
and ie more numerous thure than any other variety ; it is 
very nearly allied to tlie ariel gazelle of Xorthem Africa, 
I luul in its nature and habits reminded me of the sai^in of 



54 



ADTENTL'RES IN SODTH AFRICA, 



India. A few berda of springboks are still to be met with 
on the plains in the dietrict of Somerset, on which I had 
now enlered ; but as this is one of tbe nearest districts to 
the abodes of men where tliis species remains, it is of 
cour^ mnch banted, and is annually becoming scarcer. 
The gentlemen farmers of tiie surrountJing districts keep 
a good breed of greyhounds, with which they have esci-l- 
lent sport in pursuing these antelopes. Oh beholding the 
fpringboks I instantly directed my two Iwrses to be sad- 
dled, and, desiring the Hottentots to proceed to a form in 
advance and there outspan, I rode forth with Cobus, 
taking my two-grooved ritle to endeavour to obtain a shot. 
I found ihem extremely wild, and after expending a cnn- 
i^idcrable deal of ammunition, firing at distances of from 
six to eight hundred yards, I rejoined my wacgon?. which 
1 found drawn up on a Dutchman's farm, and tef^t the 
antelopes sea tb less. 

Owing to exposure to the sun while working at 1 
Fish River drift on the preceding days, and also to having 
discardr-d coat, waistcoat, and neckcloth since leaving 
Grahamstown, my arms, neck, and shoulders were much 
swollen, and severely burnt and blistered, causing nie much 
pain, and at night preventing me from sleeping. The 
kind-hearted noc. or lady of the farm, commiserating my 
condition, and wishing to alleviate ray pain, informed me 
that she had an excellent recipe for sunburn, which ^he had 
ofien sucoeesfully administered to her husband and sons. 
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of the chief ingredients of tlie promisi'd balsam was 

1 green tea, which was to be reduced to powder, of whifh 

L the directed me to send her a little hj one of my Bervants. 

I do not know what the other components might ttave 

been, but I well know that, on applying the ointment to 

the raw and swollen parts, it stung me as though it had 

been a mixture of salt and ?inegar, giving mc intense 

pain, and causing me to hop and d.inee about tike one de- 

iRontcd, and wish the Boer noe and her ointment in the 

realms of Pluto, to the infinite delight and merriment of 

L my sympathising Hottfintols. 

A peculiar expression in the eyes of these gentlemen, 
and their general demeanour, inclined me to think that 
their potations had consisted of some more generous be- 
verag:! than water during the morning's march ; and on 
examining one of my ]ii)uor-cascs. 1 found tliat I was 
ininiia a bottle and a half of gin since yesterday.' 



' Ttii* M ft rnrnmoa f&iliog among Uiis monkey- rnoed tactt, 
niDcleen in every twenty Oottentols being drunkanlii, and Uiey 
have, muruover, not die ilighUat scruple of coiisciuDCO an to who 
U the lawful proprietor of die liquor, bo long as Uicy cnn get 
aeceM la it. No locks nor bolts avail ; and tlms on the Tlay-road, 
the high roaii lielween Algoa Bay and Grahaaistowii, a conglant 
■ystem of tapping the admiral Is maintained. In this pursuit these 
wortlu'es, from long practice, hAve nrrived nt conaidemble ekill, 
and it ia usually accomplished in tlte rollowing manner ; — -If the 
liquor i* in a cask, having removed one of tlie hoops, a gimlet is 
inwrled, when, a bitckel or two of spirit liaving been drawn off, 
the aperture b filled nilii a plug, and, (he hoop being replaced, no 
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After breakfast we cnntinued our march, when I i 
again tempted to saddle up and give chase to a troop a 
springboks, one of whieli I shot : we continued o 
until eundown, when we halted l)csidc a pnol of min 
water. Here we found some young Boers and Hottentots, ' 
belonging to a neighbouring farm, actively employed i 
digging out a nest of wild bees ; several of them had 
their eyes nearly closed from the stings which they had r 
ceived. '["he spoils of the " bike," however, repaid thei 
pains by twenty pounds of honey. On approachiug the d 
a. lai^ cluster of bees chose my sunburnt arm as a plw 
of rendezvous, from which I could not remote them 
I had obtained a bunch of burning grass. 

Our march ou the following day lay through a mm 

untvatd mark ie visible, llie Ifqiior [bus ctuli'ii, IT luituad, 
iniguirieB isiiied, is very plausibiy set down to tiif toon of li 
age. A gTfnt ilea! of giu arrives in Grahanistowu in square 
boltles, pocked in Bliglit rcdwoodtn cusce. To llieBellieHottciitui 
devote marked allctilioii, owing lo tlic greater facility o( getting at 
ihpm. Having carefully retnoved the lid ani! iLmined 
the buttles, either by drinking them or jieuriup; their coDtonI* 
ilie H-ator-caska Iwlonpng to rlic wnggons, tliey eitlier replaao 
liquor with water And rejiaok th« cnse again as Ihey fotutd il 
pIm Ibey break the Imttles which they have drained and rej 
Them Id the Mse, at the eanie time lakiug out a qu&ntity of 
L-hafT iu which they hod bceo packed. This is ilone lo deluile 
mcrrliant into the idea that the Iobs of liquor occurred owtnp; to 
breakage from originnl Ind )<Bcking. The risk and damage pn failed 
on tJio proprielure of wu^;;(iijg and onnen of nitrchaodiEe from ths 
ilrivarH iiidulicliig in Huch a ayslciii, on the prccarioiiB roaila of 
colony, may bu imagined. 
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^^ tainuus country abounding witli rich pasture, covered in 
^^■■Bany places with picturesque thomy-mimosa trees, de- 
^^ktoched and in groups, imparting to the country the 
^HMppearance of an English park. In the forenoon we 
^^pjialted for a couple of hours in a broad well-wooded 
boUow, where I found abundiince of bustArd, guinea- 
fowl, black koran, purtridge, and quail. At sundown 
we encamped at a place called Daka-Boer's Nook, on 
high ground, where the road crosses a bold precipitous 
mouu tain-range. Tiie mountain-road, along which we 

» trekked the following morning, was extremely steep and 
ragged : on my right, high above mc, I observed a herd 
of upwards of a liundred horses, consisting chiefiy of 
brood-mares and their foals, pasturing on the hill-side. 
Tliree more marches brought us to the village of Cra- 
k<idock, wtiich we reached at dawn of day on Saturday 
Fnoming the 2nd of October, having twiee again had 
l^ficcatuon to cross the Great Fish River. 

The country through which we passed was bold, moun- 
I tsinous, and barren, excepting along the banks of the 
I river, which were adorned with groves of mimosa, willow, 
l«iid wliitethoni, clad with a profuoion of rich yellow 
I blossoms yielding a powerfiil and fragrant perfume. It 
B now the spring of the year, and, this season having 
f been peculiarly favoured with rains, a vernal freshness 
rubed these sometimes arid regions, and I consider that 
Bj first saw them under very favourable circumstances. 
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On the nortliern bank, at one of the drifts where we | 
crossed the Fish River, I observed the dry dung in a 
old shccp-kraal burning. It was smouldering away after 
ihe manner of Scotch peat ; and on my return from the 
interior about eigliteen months after, on my way to 
Grabamstown, the dunghill was still burning, and had 
l)een burning all the time, and nevertheless only two- 
thirds were consumed. TThe immense time which these 
dunghills require to bum is very singular. It is quite 
a common occurrence for one of them to bum for three 
or four years ; and I have been informed by several 
respectable farmers of Lower Albany, on whose veracity 
I could rely, that in that district one of these " middens," 
as they are termed in Scotland, burnt for seven years 
before it was consumed. The heaviest and most pro- 
tracted rains seem to affect them but little, rarely if erer I 
extinguishing them. 

Cradock is a pretty little village, situated on the 
eastern bank of the Great Fish River, by which it ii 
supplied with water and the gardens irrigiited. It is 
inhabited by Dutch and English, and a goodly sprink- 
ling of Hottentots, Mozambiques, and lingoes, Tlie 
principal street is wide and adorned with sliady trees on 
every side, among which I observed lots of peuch-trces 
covered with green fruit. The bouses are lai^e and wel! 
built, generally of brick, some in the old Dutch and 
some in the English style. Each bouse has got a coi^ 



siderabie garden attached to it: these are tastefully laid 
out and contain all the vegetables moat used in an 
English kitchen. Apples, pears, oranges, quinces, nec- 
tarines, and grapes abound. The vision is bounded on 
every aide by barren, arid, rocky hills and mountains. 
I marclied right through the town and outspanned about 
a quarter of a mile beyond it, and after breakfast I re- 
entered the village on foot to purchase necessaries for 
myaelf and servants. Numbers of Dutch Boers with 
their wives and families were assembling to Jiold their 
Nachmahl or sacrament. 

About eleven a.m. we inspanned, and continued our 
journey about five miles, crossing the Great Fish River 
twice, when I baited for some hours upon its bank on ac- 
count of my oxen, the grass in the vicinity of the town 
having been very bare. This was the fitlh and last time 
that we crossed the Great Fish River, Here about a 
dozen waggons passed us on their way to Cradock, con- 
taining Dut«h Boers with their fraus and families. Se- 
veral of these were horse-waggons, drawn by eight and 
ten horses in each waggon, harnessed two abreast, and 
drawing by straps across their breasts instead of collars. 
These straps are generally manufactured of the skin of 
the lion when it is to be obtained, that being reckoned 
by the Boers to be tougher and more enduring than any 
other. These long teams are well managed and dex- 
terously driven by the Boers, one man holding the reins 
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and another the whip. In the aflernooo I again in- 
Bpanned, and continued mj march till sundown. The 
road since I left Cradock had improved, and was now fine 
and level, leading Ihmugh a wide, open, undulating 
strntli along the north-enstern bank of the I-lsh Kiver. 
The surrounding country presented in every direction 
endlcfS chains of barren stony mountains ; the bold 
range of the Rliinaster Berg-t standing forth in grand 
relief to the westward ; not a tree to be eeen, except a 
few thorny mimosas in some of tlie more favoured hollowi 
of the hills and along tlie banks of tlie 
country covered with grass and lieatiis, dwarfish shrtil 
and STuall thorny bushes. 

The aun during the day was powerful, but a 
breeze prevailed from the south. Ever since I 
GrahaniBtowD the weather had been very pleasant, 
seldom oppressively hot, saving in the low-lying hollows 
where the breeaes are not felt. South Africa, though its 
climate is dry and sultry, is nevertheless very Ealubrious, 
being surrounded on three sides by the sea, off which 
a healthy breeze prevails throughout the greater part of 
the year. At certain seojons, however, nortlierly bret 
prevail : tliesc are termed by the colonists " hot 
On these occasions the wind feels as though 
blowing off a furnace in a glass- foundry, being heated 
ita passage over the burmng sands of the Great 
ban desert. 



pt a 

I 



CLrMATE — MYNHEEK BESTA. 



In Cradock I engaged another Hottentot, named 
Jacob, in the capacity of after-rider. Having followed 
the course of the Fish River for a distance of about nine 
miles, our road inclined to the right in a more northerly 
direction, and we here tiade that stream a final adieu. 
Two more marches through a succession of wide, undu- 
lating, sterile plains, bounded on al! sides by bleak and 
mountains, brought us to tlie borders of the 
tainease flats surrounding the Thebus Mountain. 
' Having followed along tbe eastern bank an insig- 
TiiGcant little stream dignified by the appellation of the 
Urak River, I arrived at the farm of Mynheer Besta, 8 
pleasant hos[>ital)Ie Boer, and a field-ctimet of tlie dis- 
trict, which means a sort of resident magistrate. Here 
we halted to breakfast, and Besta, who is a kei;n sports- 
I, entertained me with various anecdotes and adven- 
wliich had occurred to him during the earlier days 
F bid sporting career in Albany, where he had once 
sided. He informed me that the black wildebeest and 
Epringbok were extremely numerous on the plains imme- 
diately beyond his farm, which made me resolve to 
saddle up and go in quest of them as soon as I bad 
iaUasted. The flesh of these animals forms one of 
I chief articles of food among the Boers and tlieir 
rvants who inhabit the districts in which they are 
itindant ; and the skulls and horns of hundreds of 
ick wildebeest and springbok were to be seen piled in 
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heaps and scattered about ttie outhouses of the fenn. 
Adjoining the house was a well-watered garden with 
very green trees and corn in it, wliich formed a moi 
pleasing contrast vitli the surrounding harren country. 

Having directed my men to proceed to the next farm 
along the barks of tlie Bral( River, I rode forth with 
Cobus and held a northerly course across the flats. I 
soon perceived herds of Epringbok in every direction, 
which, on my fi^llowing at a hard gallop, continued to 
join one another until tlie whole plain seemed alive with 
them. Upon our crossing a sort of ridge on the plain I 
beheld the whole country as far as my eye could reach 
actually white with springhoks, with here and there a 
herd of black gnoos or wildelieest. prancing and capering 
in every direction, whirling and lashing their white tails 
as they started off in long files on our approach. Having 
pursued them for many hours, and fired about a dosen 
shots at these and the springboks at distances of from 
four to six hundred yards, and only wounded one, which 
I lost, I turned my horse's head for camp. The evening 
set in dark and lowering, with rattling thunder and 
vivid flashes of lightning on the surrounding hille. I 
accordingly rode hard for my wa^on, which I just 
readied in time to escape a deluge of rain which lasted 
all night. The Brak River came down a red foaming 
torrent, but fell very rapidly in the morning. This 
river is called Brak from the flavour of its waters, whkfc| J 
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excepting in the rainy season, are barely palatable. My 
day's sport, although unsuccessful, was most exciting. I 
did not feel much mortilied at my want of success, for 
I was well aware tliat recklessly jaging after the game 
in the manner in which I had beea doing, altliough 
highly exhilarating, was not the way to fill the bag. 
Delight at beholding so much noble game in countless 
herds on their native plains was uppermost in my mind, 
and I felt that at last I had reached the borders of 
those glorious bunting-lands tlie accounts of which had 
been my chief inducements to visit this remote and deso- 
late comer of the globe ; and I rejoiced that I had not 
allowed the advice of my acquaintances to influence my 
mavcments. 

As I rode along in the intense and maddening excite- 

] nent of* the chase, I felt a glad feeling of unrestrained 

freedom, which was common to me during my career in 

' Africa, and which I had seldom so fully experienced ; 

' and notwithstanding the many thorns which surrounded 

my roses during the many days and nights of toil and 

hardship which I afterwards encountered, I shall ever 

refer to those times as by far the brightest and happiest 

I <rf my life. On the following morning I rode through the 

I firak River to visit Mynheer Pocheter, with the intention 

I of buying some horses from him, but he had none to 

dispose of. I met the old fellow coming in fiom the 

" feldt," with his long single-barrelled roer and enormous 
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fliiit-Iock, with the usual bullockVhorn powiler-flask 
dangling at Ilia side. He faad gone uut with his Hottentot 
before the dawn of day, and taken up a position i 
little neck in an uneven part of the plain, through which 
the springboks were in the habit of passing before sunrise. 
In places of this description the Boers buihl little watching- 
plaees with flat stones, from which they generally obbuo 
a shot every morning and evening, and at such distancet I 
as to insure success. To use their own words, " they , 
secure a buck from these places, skot for skot," meaning 
a buck for every shot. On this occasion, however, our 
friend had been unfortunate, returning without venisoD, 
although I had heard the loud booming of his " roer " 
short time previously. Thu report made by these i 
wieldy gims of the Boers, charged with a large handful 
of coarse gunpowder, is to be heard at an -auiazii^ 
distance through the calm atmosphere of these higb A 
table-landj; and during my stay on the flats adjoinin 
Tliebua Mountain, scarcely an hour elapsed at morning, 
noon, or eve, but the distant booming of some Dutchman's 
gun saluted the ear. 

Mynheer Pocheter asked me in to take some brcakfaM I 
with him, which I did, Cobus acting as interpreter, nine -I 
host not understanding a word of English, and I not I 
having at that time acquired the Dutch language, wiA I 
which I not long afterwards became thoroughly cnuverasat. ] 
After breakfast I took leave of MynhcerPocheter, and I 
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ving directeti the waggon to strike out of the dii'ect 

»d to Colesberg, and huld across country to the abmli- 

fa Boer named Ilendrick Strydom, where the game was 

resented to nie as being extremely plentiful, I again 

ide forth, accompanied by Cobus, to wage war with the 

pringboks. We pricked over the plain, holding an 

terly course, and found, as yesterday, the springboks 

I thousands, with here and there a herd of black wilde- 

Finding that by jaging on the open plain I could 

IDt get within four or five hundred yards of tliem, I left 

■y horsee and after-rider, and set off on foot to a low 

IQge of rocky hills, where I perfonned two difficult 

bilks upon a springbok and a ^t'ildel>eest, both of whieli 

I wounded severely, but lost. "When stalking in upon 

ibe springbok I took off my shoes, and had very great 

difficulty in finding them again. I experiem-cd great 

_ distress from tliirat- The sun was very powerful, and, 

vithstanding the heavy rains of the preceding evening, 

f water was nowhere to be found. 
I the afternoon I came to a pool of mud ; the little 
ter it contained was almost boiling; I was, however, 
it thankful to find it, and tears of delight came into my 
B on discovering it. How trifling was this to the trials 
1 thirst which I have often since undergone ! Shortly 
r tliis I fell in with my servant, who, astonished at my 
; absence, had come in search of me with the horses. 
t was right glad to full in with him, and, having got into 
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the saddle, I rode hard across the plain fur iny ' 
On my way thither I took up a poaition behhid i 
and directed Cobiis to " jag " a herd of springlx 
towards mc, which he did most successfully, sendiiiga 
upwards of a hundred of tlicm right in my loeth. I ho»*l 
ever was still unfortunate, firing both barrels into t 
herd without doing any apparent injury. On reaching ' 
my waggon, which 1 found outspaiined at tlie draolate 
abode of Mynhter Uendrick Strydom, I took a mi^ty 
draught of giu and water, and then walked, followoj 
by my interpreter carrying a bottle of Hollands t 
glasses, to the door of Strydom, to cultivate the acquaint- ' 
ance of himself and frau, and wearing the garb of old Gaul, 
in which I generally hunted during my first expcditiou, - 
to the intense suqirise of the primitive Boers. ShakiQ 
Strydom most cordially by the hand, I told him that I 
was a " Berg Scot," or mountain Scotchman, and that ll 
was the custom in my country, when friends met, to pledj 
one another in a bumper of spirits; at the same tim 
suiting the action to the word, I filled him a brimming 
bumper. This was my invariable practice on first moeda| 
a Boer. I found it a never-failing method of gaininj 
his good-will, and he always replied that the Scotch « 
the best people in the world. 

It is u strange thing that Boers are rather partial 1 
Scotchmen, although they detest the sight of an Knglial 
man. They liave an idea that the Scotch, like themsclvol 
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r were a tiation conquered by the Engli^li, aod that, mr^c- 

r quently, we trek in the name yoke as themseWes ; and 

I fiirther, & number of their ministers arc Scotchmen. 

I Hendrick Strjdoin waa a tall, sunburnt, wild lonking 

I creature, with light, Bandy hair, and a long, stiaggy red 

I beard. He was a keen hunter, and himself and household 

I nihpisted, in a great measure, by tlie proceeds of his long 

angle-barrelled "roer." His frau was rather a nice 

little woman, with a fresh colour, and line dark eyes and 

eyebrows ; and displayed her good taste by taking a fancy 

|.l0 me, but perhaps the tea and coffee which she found I 

ftliestowcd with a liberal liand might accotmt for her 

■fftftiality. These were Boers of the poorer order, and 

sed but little of this world's goods. Tlieir abode 

r was in keeping with their means. It was a small mud 

I cottage, with a roof wliich afforded scanty jirotcciino 

I from the heavy periodical raina. The fire burnt on tlii- 

f fcearthstone and a hole in the roof served at once for a 

Fvindow and chimney. The rafters and bare mud wails 

Birere adorned with a profiision of skins of wild animals. 

taad endless festoons of " biltongue " or sun-dried flesh of 

game. Green fields or gardens there were none whatever ; 

ihe wild Karroo plain stretcheil away from the house on 

all ^des ; and during the night the springboks and wilde- 

3 pastured before the door. 

le aerrants consisted of one old Bushman and his 
and the whole of tlieir worldly possessions were an 
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old waggon, a span of oxen, a few milk cows, and a si 
herd of goats and sliei-p. Strydom's revenue seei 
priiH^pally to be obtaint-J by manuracturlng asbes, ml 
which be was id the habit of loading up his waggon ai 
trekking many diiys' journey inio other districts, where 
sold them to ricber Boers. These ashes are in gi 
demand amongst all thu Boers, as being an indispeiisaUt 
ingredient in the inauufacture of soap Every Boer 
Soutli Africa makes bis own soap. There is a 
culent, green bush from which the ashes are obtaii 
which is only found in certain districts, and in tl 
desolate plains it was very abundant. 

Strydom, having sympathised with me on my cuntini 
run of ill luck, remarked that it was quite a commt 
thing when "jaging" on tbe principle which I had 
lowed. He said that he was aware that in bunting 
that system an immense amount of ammunition was ei 
pended with little profit, and tliat he, being a poor mi 
very rarely indulged in it ; but that if I would accompany 
him after I had taken my coffee, tliere being still about 
two hours of daylight, he would show me his method, and 
he thought it very probable that we should get a 

' The mannar of ohuining tliis nali is first to dig up the 
and collect them on tlie plains. There they nro left until SuflS- 
cieiitiy dry lo bum, when, a calm day being selected, they ar« Wt 
on fire, and the osliea are collccleU ami stowed away iu Urge mcka 
mnfle of Uie raw skiiia of wildybuunls ami itcliras, wticn Uicy arc IH_ 
for inuuediain use. 
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lat evening. Accord'mgJy, having partaken of coffee, 

Strydoin and I stalked forth together across the wihl and 

H)l ate looking plain, followed by two Hottentots, large 

i of graceful springboks pasturing on every side. 

He placed me behind a small green bnsli, about eighteen 

Khcs in height, upon a wide open fla), instructing me to 

flat on my breast ; and having proceeded some hun- 

L yards, and taken up a similar position, lie sent the 

Hottentots round a herd of springboks which were feed- 

[ on the plain, to endeavour to move them gently 

towards ns. It was a very beautiful thing altogether, and 

hicceeded well. The whole herd came on slowly, right 

towards where I lay, until within a hundred yarda, when 

I selected a fine fat buck, wliicli I rolled over with a ball 

I in the shoulder. Tiiis was the first fair shot that I had 

tbtaiaed at a springbok on these plains I have always 

■€n reckoned by those who know my shooting to be a 

nery fair rifle-shot, whether standing or running, but I 

> not profess to make sure work much beyond one hun- 

i and ten paces, or thereabouts.' 

' The springbok is aa tenneil liy the colonists on account of ii» 
Buliar babit of springing or raking extmordinary bounds, rising tg 
It incndible height in the air, when pursued. The extraordinary 
□ which springboks are capable of springing in hesl seen 
■rheu thej arc cbaseil by a dug. On these occasions away start 
t herd, with a successiou of strange jierjiendicular bounds, ris- 
5 with ciured loius higli into llie air, and at the same time 
(vating the suobj' folds of long white Lair on tlieir bnuncbes and 
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Two days before tliis, I brought down a kuran flying, 
with single ball. Our chances for tliia evening being now 

aloug their back, wliicti imparls tu them a peculiar fairy-liko 
api«arai]ce, different from any other animal. They bound to the 
height of leu or twelve feot, with the elasticity of an InJia-ruhbcr 
ball, clearing at each spring from twelve to liftecu feet of ground, 
without apparently llie Bliglitest exertion. In performing the 
■[nHng, they appear for an inatant aa if Euspeudeil in the air, when 
dowu come all four feet again together, and, atriking the plain, 
away they aoar again as if about tu take flight, llie herd only 
ndopt this motion for a few hundred yarda, when tlioy subside into 
a light elastic trot, arcliiug their giaueful necks and towering their 
noses to the ground, as if in sportive mood. Presently pulling 
up, they face about, and reconnoitre the object of their alarm. In 
crossing any path or waggon-road ou whicb men have lately trod, 
the spiingbuk invariably clears it by a single surprisiDg bound; 
aud when a herd of perhajjs many Ihousauds liave lo cross a track 
i.if the sort, it is extremely beautiful to see how each autelope 
jierforms this feat, so suspicious are they of the ground on whiflb' ^ 
their enemy, roau, has trodden. 1'hey bound lu a similar u 
when passing lo leeward of a lion, or any other animal of y 
they entertain an instinctive dread. 

The accumulated masses of living creatures which the e 
boks exhibit on liie greater migrations is utterly axtuuuding, ai 
miy traveller witnessing it on I have, aud giving a true descriptNfl 
of what he has seen, can hardly expect to lie believed, 
x-elloua is the scene. 

Tlioy have been well and truly compare) lu the wasting swam 
of locusis, BO familiar to the traveller in this land of wondo) 
Like them they consume every green thing in their courae, laying -' 
wiulo vast diatricia in a few hours, and niining in a single ni^t the 
fruits of the farmer's toil. I'he course adopted by the antelopes is 
geuerally Fiuch as to bring them back to their own ci 
route differunt from that by which they set out, Thui their li 
of inarcb sometimes forms something like n vut oval, or i 
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over, and night setting in, I returned to the farm witli 
Strydom in high spirits. 



extensive S([uare, oi* which the diameter may l)e some himdred 
miles, and the time occupied in this migration may varj' from six 
mouths to a year. 
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A BuBlard Bhot — Flight uf LocTista — Quagga Shooting ii 
Dark — Curious Mialake — Ostriches — A Sfmrlnmiui im 
— Leave Strydom'a Reavdance in quest of Wildubtesla — 
Wildubeest Pliooling — Meeting with a Brother Officet- 
oewl lu C'lilesheTg — AdditionB to Equipments. 



At an early hour on the morning of the 6tli, while I wa» 
yet in bed, Hendrick .Strydom and his frau were standing 
over rny fire, alongside of my w«^on, with a welcome , 
aiipply of sweet milk, and hurrying on the indolent Hot'-i 
tentots to prepare my breakfast, and rouse their slothfulfl 
master — the earliest dawn being, as he affirmed, the beftfl 
time to go after the springhoke. On hearing their vo 
I rose, and, having breakfasted, we shouldered 
'■ roers," walked about a mile across the plain, and tocdi| 
up positions behind two very low bushes, about ihfa 
hundivd yards apart, and instructed our Hottentots t 
endeavour to drive the springboks towards us. \ 
two heatf, but were unlucky both times, each of t 
wounding and losing a springbok. In the evening ^ 
went out again to hunt on the same prindjile, on a ven 
wide flat to the west of hia house, where we lay down b 
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A FLIGHT OP LOCUSTS. 

id very low bushes, in the middle of the bucks. We 
there on our breasts for two houre, with htrds of 

ingboks moving all round us, our Hottentots nian<ru- 

ing in the distance. One small troop came within 
if me, when I sent my bullet spinning tlirough n 
graceful doe, which bounded forward a hundred jardsi 
and. staggering for a moment, fell over and expired. A 
little after this, I suddenly perceived a large jkiow or 
bustard walking on the plain before me. Tliest- birds 
are very wary and difficult to approach. 1 therefore re- 
vived to have a shot at him, and lay like a piece of rock 
ipitil he came within range, when I sent a bullet through 
Km. He managed, however, to fly about a quarter of 

mile, when he alighted ; and on going up to the place 
half an hour after, I found him lying dead, with his head 
■tuck into a bush of heath, 

Strydom had two family shots, and brought down with 
h a well-conditioned buck. In high good-huraoiu" 
[with our aucceas, we now [iroceeded to gralloch or dis- 
embowel the quarry ; after which, each of us shouldering 
a buck, we returned home in heavy marching order . On 
the following day I bad the pleasure of beholding the 

It flight of locusts that I had seen since my arrival in 
colony. We were standing in the middle of a plain 

unlimited length, and about five miles across, when I 
i^becrved them advancing. On they came like a snow- 
storm, flying slow and steady, about a hundred yards 

vol- 1. E 
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from the ground. I stood looking at them until the air 
was darkened with their masses, while the plain on which 
we stood became densely covered with them. Far as my 
eye could reach— east, west, norlh, and eouth^ — they 
stretched in one unbroken cloud ; and more than an hour 
elapsed before their devastating legions liad swept by. 
I waa particularly struck with this most wonderful and 
truly interesting sight; and I remember at the time my 
feeling was one of self-gratulation at having visited a 
country where I could witness such a scene. On this 
day and on the morrow Strydom and I continued to wage 
successful war against tlie springboks. We crossed the 
small stream called the Thebus River, and hunted on 
the plains to the cast. On one occasion Uendrlck Iirougbt-i 
down two fat bucks at one shot, which he assured n 
not an uncommon event with him. 

On the morning of the 9th. Strydom and I having r 
solved over night to go in quest of a troop of ostricbi 
which his Hottentot reported, frequenting the plains ii 
mediately adjacent to the Theltus Mountain, we etarta 
our Hottentots two hours before the dawn of day ; i 
afier an early breakfast we saddled up, and rodo dir 
for the ThebuB Mountain. Tins remarkable mounts 
which I shall ever remember as the leading feature ( 
the plains where I first really commenced my Africa 
hunting, is of peculiar shape, resembling a cone dcpreaa 
at the apex, and surmounted by a round tower. It 1 
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OSTRICHES. 

also remarkable aa being considerably liigher than the 
eurrouiiding muimUioB, with which tlie plains are bounded 
and intersected. As we rode along, a balmy freehness 
pervaded the morning air. We passed tlu-ough herds of 
thousands of springboks, with small herds of wildebt 
scattered amongst them. I fired two or three very long 
ahotji without success. Strydom, however, was more for- 
ttinate. He fired into a herd of about a hundred bucks 
at three hundred yards, and hit one fine old buck right 
in the middle of the forehead, the ball passing clean 
through his skull. We hid him in a bole in the ground, 
and covered him with bushes, and then rode on to our 
Hottentots, whom we found waiting beside a small foun- 
tain in a pass formed by a wide gap in a low range of 
hiUs, situated between two extensive plains which were 
thickly covered with game. I took up my position In a 
bush uf rushes in the middle of the pass, and remained 
tiiere for upwards of eight hours, during which our boys 
Were supposed to be endeavouring to drive the game 
towards us. 

Tbe Boer took up the best pass abont a quarter of a 
mile to my right. Before we had been an hour at our 
passes, the boys drove up four beautiful ostriches, wliich 
[• came and stood within fifty yards of Strydom, but, alas ! 
be was asleep. About this time I was busy trymg to 
lemember and practise a childish amusement which once 
'delighted me as much as rlfle-shuoting — namely, making 
e2 
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a cap of rushes — when, on suddenly lifting up my eyea, I 
saw standing within eighty yards of me aboot a dozen 
beaudful springboks, which were coming up to the pa£3 
beliind ine. I snatched up my rifle, and, lying flat on my 
breast, I sent a bullet through the best buck in the troop» 
smashing his shoulder. He ran about fifty yards, and' 
fell dead. I unfortunately left him lying exposed in thfli j 
pass, the consequence of which was that three other troops^ J 
of springboka, which were coming up as he had i 
were turned to the right-about by his carcase. 

It was amusing to see the birds and beasts of [ 
assembling to dispute the carcase with me. First can) 
the common black and white carrion-crow, then the v 
tures ; the jackals knew the cry of the vultures, and thq 
too catne sneaking from their hiding-places in the r 
and holes of the ant-bear in the plains, to share in 1 
feast, whilst I was obliged to remain a quiet spectato 
not daring to move, as the game was now in herds t 
every side of mc, and I expected to see ostriches evai 
moment. Presently a herd of wildebeest came tbundfli 
ing down upon me, and passed within shot. I put a* 
bullet into one of these, too far behind the shoulder, 
which, aa is always the case wiih deer and antelopes, did 
not seem to afiect him in the slightest degree. In the 
afternoon we altered our positions, and sent the boys to 
drive the plain beside which I had been sitting all day. 
The quantity of bucks which were now before our eyes 
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beat aU cotnputetion. Tlie plwn extended, without a 
break, until the eye could not discern any object smaller 
than a castle. Throughout the whole of this extent were 
herds of thousands and tens of thousands of springboks, 
interspersed with troops of wildebeest. The hoys sent ua 
one herd of about three hundred springboks, into which 
Strydom let fly at about three hundred yards, and turned 
them and all the rest. 

It was now late in the day.^o we made for home, 
taking up the buck which Strydom had shot in the morn- 
ing. As we cantered along the flats, Strydom, tempted 
by a herd of springboks, which were drawn up together 
in a compact body, jumped off his horse, and, giving his 
ivory sight an elevation of several feet, let drive at them, 
the distance l)eing about five hundred yards. As tlie troop 
bounded away, we could distinguish a light-coloured object 
lying in tlie short heath, which he pronounced to be a spring- 
bok, and on going up we found one fine old doe lying dead, 
shot through the spine. Tliis day, and every day since I 
arrived at tljese flats, I was astonished at tlie number 
of skeletons and well-bleached skulls with which the 
plains were covered. Thousands of skulls of springbok 
and wildebeest were strewed around wherever the hunter 
tamed his eye. Tlie sun was extremely powerful all day, 
but, being intent on the sport, I did not fuel it, until 1 
ibund my legs burnt; my drciss as mual was the kilt, with 

rey stalking cap. On reaching home the following day, 
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a large party of natives, belonging to the chief Mosheeti, 
arrived on the farm. These poor men were travelling in 
i]Uest of emplnyment. Numbers of natives annually visit 
the colony, and work for the Boers, making atnne enclo- 
sures for their cattle, and large dams or embankments 
across little streams in the mouths of valleys, for the pur- 
pose of collecting water in the rainy season, for the supply 
of their flocks ami herds during the protracted droughts of 
summer. They are paid for their labour with young cows 
or she-goats. The recent rains having washed awsy the 
embankment of a dam situated in a distant range of liills, 
on the borders of the farm, Strydom engaged these men 
to repair it. The vicinity of the dam being a favourite 
haunt for quaggaa, and it being necestiary that Strydom 
should go there on the morrow, we resolved to hunt in the 
neighlMiiring district, in which were situated some high and 
rugged liills. Accordingly next day we sallied forth, and I 
ascended to one of their highest pinnacles, where I managed 
to shoot a rhodc-raebok. Joining Strydom shortly after- 1 
wards, we huntoil over another range of the same hilllj 
where we fell in with three quaggas and other game: ' 
Night was now fast setting in, so we de8ccnde<i from the 
hills, and made for home. As we passed down we ob> 
served what we took to bo a herd of quaggas and a bull 
wildebeest standing in fi^nt of us, upon which we jumped 
off our horses, and, bending our bo<ties, approached then! 
to fire. 



BIGHT HOHTIHO. 

It was now qmte dark, and it was hard to tell what sort 
of game we were going to fire at- Strydom, however, 
whkpered to me that they were quaggas, and tbey cer- 
tainly appeared to be such. His gun snapped three 
times at the wildebeest, upon which they all set off 
at a gallop. Strydom, who was riding my stallion, let 
go his bridle, when he ran in to fire, taking advantage 
of which the bor&e set off at a gallop af^r them. I then 
mounted " The Cow," and aft«r riding hard for about a 
mile I came up to them. They were now standing still, 
and the stallion was in the middle of them. I could make 
bim out by his saddle ; so, jumping off my horse in a state 
of tntease excitement, I ran forward and fired both barrels 
of my two-grooved rifie into the quaggas, and heard the 
bullets tell loudly. They then Btarted off, but the stal- 
lion was soon once more fighting in the middle of them. 
I was astonished and delighted to remark bow my horse 
waa able to take up their attention, so that they appeared 
beedleas of the reports of my rifie. 

In haste I commenced loading, but to my dismay I 
found that I had left my loading-rod with Hendrick. 
Mounting " The Cow," I rode nearer to the quaggas, and 
was delighted to find that they allowed my horse to come 
I within easy shot. It was now very dark, but I set off in 
the hope to fall in witli Hendrick on the wide plain, and 
galloped along shouting with all my might, bnt in vain. 
I then rode across the plain for the hill to try to find 
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sumo bu^h large euough to make a ramrod. In this, by 
the greatest cliance, I succeeded, and, being provided 
wttb a knife, I cut a good ramrod, loaded my rifle, and , 
rode otf to seek the quaggas once more. I soon fell in with 
tliein, and, coming within shot, lired at them right and 
left, and heard both bullets tell, upon which they galloped 
across the plain, with tlie stallion still after them. Oa6 
of tliein, however, was very hard hit, and soou dropped 
astern. The stallion remained to keep him company. 

About this time the moon shone forth faiutly. I gat- 
loped on after the troop, and, presently coming up with 
tlicm, rode on one side, and dismounting, and dropping I 
on my knee, I sent a bullet through the shoulder of the J 
last ([uagga ; he staggered forward, fell to the ground.] 
witli a heavy crash, and expired. The rest of the troop J 
charged wildly around him, snorting and prancing liks 
the wild horses iuMazeppa, and then set od'at full speed 
across the plain. I did not wait to bleed the quagga, 
but mounting my horse, I galloped on after the troop, but 
could not, however, overtake them. I now returned and 
endeavoured to find the quaggn which I had last shot, 
but owing to the darkness, and to ray having no mark to 
guide me on the plain, I failed to find Iiim. I then set off 
to try for the quagga which had dropped astern with tba* 
stallion ; having searched some time iu vain, I dismounted^ J 
and laid my head on the ground, when I made out t 
dark objects which turned out to be what I sought. Ot| | 
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my approaching, the quagga tried to make off, when I 
sent a ball through his shoulder, which laid him low. 
On going up to him in the full expectation of inspecting 
for the first time one of these animals, what was my dis- 
appointment and vexatJun to lind a fine brown gelding, 
with two white stars on his forehead I The truth now 
flashed upon me ; ^trydom and I bad both been mistaken ; 
instead of quaggas, the waggon-tAsam of a neighbouring 
Dutchman had afforded me my evening's shooting I 

I caught my stallion and rode home, intending to pay 
for the horses which I had killed and wounded j hut on 
telling my story to Strydom, with which he seemed ex- 
tremely amused, he told me not to say a word about it, as 
tlie owners of the horses were very avaricious, and would 
make me pay treble their value, and that if I kept quiet 
it would he supposed they had been killed either by lions 
or wild Bushmen, Strydom and I continued hunting 
springboks till the 17th, during which time we enjoyed a 
constant run of good luck, and go fascinating was the 
eport that I felt as though I never could tire of it. It was, 
indeed, a country where a person who loved rifle-shooting 
ought to have been content. Every morning, on opening 
my eyes, the Hrst thing which I saw, without raising my 
bead from the pillow, waa herds of hundreds of spring- 
boks grazing before me on the plains. On the 17th an 
old friend of Strjdom's, a Boer from Magalisberg, out- 
epanned on the farm. He had been to Grahamstown with 
b3 
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a load ot ivory, and was returning borne with supplies 
of tea, coffee, clothing, Sx.. sufficient for two years' con- 
sumption. He waa accompanied l)y liis wife and two 
tall gawky-looking daughters, and half a dozen noisy 
geese whicli were secured in a cage on the trap of the 
waggon. This Boer informed mo that I could get all the 
rarer animals, wlilcli I wished to shoot, in his vicinity, 
namely, sable antelope, roan aiilclopc, eland, waterhuck, 
koodoo, pallah, elephant, black and white rliinoreroB, hip- 
popotamus, giraffe, buffalo, lion, &c. He told me he had 
shot elephants there with tusks weighing 100 lbs, each, 
and upwards of seven feet in length. He advised mo not ' 
to visit that country before the end of April, as my horses ' 
would assuredly die of a never-failing distemper wliicfa 
prevails in the interior, witliin a certain latitude, during 
the summer months. 

Being anxious now to devote my attention more parti- 1 
cularly to black wildebeests, of which I had not yet | 
Becure<l a specimen, I resolved to take leave of my friend 
Hendrick Strydom, and proceed to the plains beyond the I 
Thchus Mountain, where he informed uic they aboimdcd. ' 
Accordingly, about 9 p.m., having ini'paimed by moon- i 
light, I took leave of my friend, having presented him 
with a eoffee-roill and some crockery, to which his frau 
had taken a fancy, and also with a supply of coan^e g 
powder, which is to a Boer a most acceptable gift. W© J 
held for the Thehus Mountain, steering across the opeal 
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WILDEBEEST SHOOTING. 8S 

plains and following no track, with springboka and wilde- 
beests whistling and bellowing on every side of us. 
Aboat midnight we halted by a fountain near the pass 
where a few days before I had lain in ambush for eight 
Itours, and, as it was probable that the oxen would wander 
during the night, we secured them on the yokes. Two of 
uiy oxen and both my horses wore reported missing whec 
we left the farm, and I had left Cobus to seek for them. 

In the afternoon of the next day my two servants 
joined me, bringing with them the lost oxen, but baring 
failed to find the steeds. At night I took up a position 
in an old shooting-hole beside the vley, to watch for 
wildebeests. Several jackals, wildebeests, quaggas, and 
byeeuss came to drink during the night, but, not being 
able to see the sight of my rifle, I did not fire. Here I 
remained until the bright star of morning had risen far 
above the horizon, and day was just beginning to dawn 
when, gently raising my head and looking round, I saw, 
on one side of me, four wildebeests, and on the other side 
ten. They were coming to drink ; slowly and suspici- 
onely they approached the water, and, having convinced 
tliemselves that all was right, they trotted boldly up and 
commenced drinking. Selecting the finest bull, I fired, 
and sent a bullet through his shoulder, when, splashing 
through the water, he bouniied madly forward, and, 
having run about a hundred yards, rolled over in the 
dewy grass. I did not show myself, other game being in 
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siglit, but lay atill in the hole. In about au hour an old 
springbok fiid up to within three huodred yards uf me, and 
continued browang there for a considerable time. As no 
more wildebeests seemed to be approaching, and as I was 
very hungry, I put up my sight and took a cool, calcu- 
lating aim at him, and sent the ball through the middle 
of his shoulder. I then left my hole, and, having in- 
siwclcd the wildebeest bull, which was a noble Epecinien, 
1 walked up to my waggon and sent the boys to cut up 
the venison and preserve the head carefully. 

On the following njoming I woke as day dawned, and 
held for my hole beside the vley, but had not gone two 
hundred yanla round the hillock when I saw an cdd 
springbok feeding, which I stalked, and broke his fore-leg. 
lie went off towards the waggon, when the boys slipped 
" Ganger " (one of my greyhounds), who at once ran into 
bim and pulled him down. Having lain about an hour 
at the vley, two old wildebeests approaclied up wind, and) 
sufjKCting the ground, described a wide semicircle, like 
(lur red-deer. I wounded one of them, but he did not 
ilrtip. I however managed to send a hall tlirough the 
shoulder of the other, when he ran several hundred yards, 
whisking his long white tail as if all right, and suddenly 
rolled over in full career. His akin had a delicious smell 
of the grass and wild herbs on which ihesc animals Ue 
and feed. Ou proceeding to my waggon, I found all my 
men asleep. Having gralloched the wildebeest, we bore 



fimi».tV. 



HBBTING VITH MB. FATEB80N. 



him bodily to the waggon on the " lechtezuit," which is 
a bar of hard wood used in greasing the waggon-w heels, 
wfaeD I immediately set about cunDg the head, it being a 
very fine one. 

On the following morning Cobus retaracd, having 
found my two horses. Wliilc taking my breakfast I 
observed a gentleman approa<:hing on horseback ; this 
vas Mr. Paterson, an officer of the Olst, a detachment of 
vliidi was then quartered at Colesberg. lieutenant 
Borrow, a brother officer of mine, had intrusted me with 
the care of a rifle which he was sending to Mr. Paterson, 
and, as I had been a long time on the road, he had now 
come to look after it. lie was a keen sportsman, and I 
bad much pleasure in meeting so agreeable a person in 
the wilderness. Having joined me in my rough break- 
fast with a true hunter's appetite, we rode forth together 
to look for the wildebeest L liad wounded In the morning, 
expecting to find hira dead- On reaching the ground we 
found five small herds of wildebeests charging about the 
plain, and for a long time could uot discover the wounded 
one ; at length I perceived an old bull with his head 
drooping, which I at once pronounced to be my friend. 
On observing him we dismounted and watched him for a 
short time. The others inclined to make off, but seemed 
unwilling to leave him. Being now convinced that this 
was the wildebeest we sought, we determined to give him 
chase, and try to ride into him ; but, just as we had come 
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to this roBoIution, be fell violently to the ground, raisiiig a 
cloud of dust. On riding up to him we found him dead. 

Paterson and I then made for the vley, and had not 
proceeded two hundred yards when, on looking back, I 
saw about thirty large vultures standing on the wilde- 
beest, which in s very short space of lime they would 
have devoured. On the morrow Paterson left me and 
rode back fur Coleaberg, hai-iog first extracted a promise 
that I would follow him within three days. I accordingly 
hunted until that time had expired, when I reluctantly 
inspanned and marched upon Colesberg. Three long 
marches brought us to the farm of a Boer named Penar, 
who had Iwen recommended to me as having a good 
stamp of horses, and as being reasonable in his prices. I 
was however disapjKiinted witli his stud, and. finding him 
exorbitant in his prices, no business was transacted. 
The country continued much the same ; wide Karroo 
plains, bounded by abrupt rocky mountains. One more 
long march brought us within five miles of Colesberg, 
where I halted for the night. 

On the 27th, having taken an early breakfast, we 
trekked into Colesberg, where, having chosen a position 
for my camp, I outspanned and took up my qtiar- 
ters with Paterson. The village of Colesberg is bo 
called lirom a conspicuous, lofty table-mountain in iti 
immediate vicinity, which takes its name from a former 
governor of the colony. The town is situated in a. con- 
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fined hollow, surrounded on all sides by low rocky liills. 
The formaticRi of these roeks is igueou?, and the way in 
which they are distributed is rery remarkable. Large 
and shapeless masses are heaped together and piled one 
above another, as if by the hand of some mighty giant of 
the olden times. The town is well supplied with water 
from a strong fountain which bursts from the base of one 
of these rocky hillocks above the level of the town, and by 
which the small gardens adjoining the houses are irrigated. 
Abundance of water is the only advantage that the situa- 
tion can boast of. In the town are several large stores, 
from which the Boers of the surrounding districts can ob- 
tain every necessary article in their domestic economy. 
Numbers of these farmers attenil the market weekly with 
their waggons, bringing in the produce of their farms and 
gardens ; and, on sacramental occasions, which happen 
four times every year, tlie town is inundated with Boers, 
who bring in their families in horse-waggons. Owing 
to the unsettled state of the country, troops were then 
stationed at Colesberg. The garrison consisted of about 
two hundred men of the 91st, under command of ray 
cousin Colonel Campbell, and one company of the Cape 
mounted Rifles, commanded by Captain Donovan. Coles- 
(>erg was in those days a pleasant quarter, as there was 
not much pipeclay, and very good shooting could be 
obtained within a few hours of cantonment. 

In the forenoon wo bad some rifle practice at a large 
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granite stone above the town, which the privates of the 
tilat were wont to pepper on ball-practice ilajB. On this 
ocfiaeion I saw some very good ahooting by Campbell, 
Yarboraugh, Bailey, and Pateraon, all officers of the yiat, 
and about the four beat shots on the frontier. These 
four Nimroda had a abort time previously boldly challenged 
any four Dutchmen of the Graaf Reinet or Colesbei^ 
districts to shoot against them. The challenge was 
accepted by four Dutchmen, who of t'ourse got " jolly 
well licked." 

After spending a ftw days very pleasantly with the 
garrison, I resolved to hunt on and about the frontiers until 
the end of March, at which time the horse distemper 
begins to subside, when I proposed starting on an elephant- 
hunting expedition into the m<ire remote districts of the 
far interior. In Colesbcrg I purchased, by tiie kind re- 
commendation of Captain Donovan, a second waggon of 
the ca[)-tent kind, which turned out to be an unusually 
good one. Its price was 50/. I also purchn^d an ex- 
cellent span of black and white oxen from a Dutch black- 
smith in the town. From Donovan I bought a dark- 
brown horse, which I named Colcslierg. His price was 
300 dollars, and he was well worth double that sum, for 
a better steed I never crossed. 1 purchased from a 
Boer in the town another horse, well known to the garri- 
son by the sobriquet of the " Immense Brute.'' He was 
onco the property of Captain Christie of the9Ist ; when on 



le occasIoD having wandered, an advertisement appeared 
in one of the frontier papers reLitive to an " Immense 
brute *' in the shape of a tall bay horse, the property of 
Captain Christie, &c. &c., and ever since he had been dis- 
tinguished by this elegant appellation- I exchanged my 
brown stallion with Colonel Campbell for an active grey, 
which I considered better adapted to my work. Glass 
was at this time at a premium in Colesberg, every win- 
dow in the town having been smashed by a recent hail- 
storm. I loaded up iny new waggon with barley, oats, and 
forage for ray horses, they having very hard work before 
them — hunting the orvx, upon which I was more imme- 
diately bent, being more trying to horses than any other 
Bport in South Africa. 

My intention was to revisit Colesberg in four or five 
months, and refit, preparatory to starting for the far in- 
terior. I left the ekiills and specimens of natural history 
which I had already collected in the charge of my friend 
Mr. Dickson, a merchant in Colesberg. During my stay 
in Colesberg my men were in a constant state of beastly 
intoxication, and gave me much trouble, and my oxen 
and horses were constantly reported in the "skit-kraal" 
or pound. I engaged one more Hottentot, named John 
Stofolus, as driver to the new waggon. He was an active 
stout little man, and very neat-handed at stuffing tlie heads 
of game, preserving epecimens, or any other little job 
which I might give bim to do. He was, however, ex- 
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tremely fond of fighting with his comrades, and was ever 
boasting of his own prowess ; but when his courage was 
put to the proof in asdsting me to hunt the more dan- 
gerous animals, he was found wofully deficient. 
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CHAPTER V. 



Dejiarture from Colesberg — Ji^ng fijiringbok — Vast Renh of 
Game — Swarms of FUeg — Oology — A NomndB Boer'a 
Encampment — Anecdote of tLe Gemsbok — Cobus rides down 
a splendid old Bull Geroebok — A Night in the Iteaert — 
Paterson arrives — Bushmen — Their extraordinary IMds 
&er<Ms the De«crt. 



On tile evening of the 2iid of December with consider- 
able difficulty I collected my drunken servants, my oxen 
and boraea, and, taking leave of my kind entertainers, I 
trekked out of Colesberg, steering west for the vart 
Karroo plains, where the gemsbok were said to be still 
abundant. It was agreed that Campbell should follow 
me on the second day to hunt springbok and black wilde- 
beest, in a. diaffict through wbicli I was to travel ; and 
Paterson had applied for a fortnight's leave, with the in- 
tention of joining me in the gemsbok country, and en- 
joying along with me, for a few days, tlie exciting aport 
of "jaging" that antelope. I did not proceed very far 
that evening, my men being intoxicated, and having 
several times very nearly capsized the waggons. I halted 
shortly after sundown, when, all the work with the oxen 
and horses falling upon me, and no fuel being at 
iid, I was obliged to content myself by dining on a 
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handful of raw meal and a glass of gin and water. On 
the following day we performed two long marches, cross- 
ing the Sea-Cow River, and halted aa it grew dark on a 
Boer's farm where the plains were covered with spring- 
bok. Here Campbell had instructed me to await hia 
arrival, and next morning he was seen approDolnng the 
waggons, mounted on the " Immense Brute," and lead- 
ing two others. 

Having breakfasted, we started on horseback to *'jftg" 
springliok and wildebeest, ordering the waggons to pro- 
ceed to a vley about four miles to the west. We gal- 
loped about the plains, loading and firing for about six 
lioiira. The game was very wild. I wounded three 
springboks and one wildebeest, but lost them all. Camp- 
bell shot two springboks. The first was entirely eaten 
by the vultures (notwithstanding the bushes with which 
we had covered him), and skinned as neatly as if done by 
the hand of man. The second hod its leg broken by the 
ball, and was making off, when a jacka) suddenly appeared 
on the bare plain, and, giving him chose, after a good 



course r 



1 into him.' 



' Thii in a verjr mnarkublc and not nnfrcfiuent nocuirenoe. OtUm 
wheu a gpringbuk is thus woundod, one or mora JMkitU (nddonlv 
appear and luuUt the hunl«r in capturing hU (juim-y. In (lie niora 
difliant hnnling-lnnds of tha intcriur it lomPtiiiirH liapjieiis that the 
linn aioiiite the tporttuniin in a Kiinilar niimiier with Iho brfjor 
oninuila ; and (hough thia may apj«ar liko a travrllcr^ aloiy, it 
is uevcitlileHa truo, and insloiiccs of tho kind hiip]«nnd both tv 




'.HAT. V. LION AND BUFFALO FIGHT. 

Next morning, having batlied and breakfasted, Camp- 
bell and I parted : he for Colesberg and I for the Karroo. 
I trekked on all day, and, having performed a march of 
twenty-five milcB, halted at sundown on ihe farm of old 
Weasel, whom I found very drunk. My road lay through 
vast plains, intersected with ridges of stony hills. On 
these plains I found the game in herds exceeding anything 
I had yet seen — springbok in troojffi of at least ten thou- 
sand ; abo large budies of quaggus, wildebeest, blesbok, 
and several ostriches. I liad hoped to have purchased 
some horses from Wessel, but he waa too drunk to transact 
any bnsiness, informing me tltat he was a Boer, and 
could not endure the sight of Englishmen, at the same 
time shoving me out of tlie house, much to the horror of 
hia wife and daughters, who seemed rather nice people. 

myeolf and to Mr. ObwbII of tho H.E.I.C.S., a liasliing sportKmon, 
mid one of the best hunlera ! ever met, w!io nerfortaed two hunt- 
ing expeditiona into the inlerior. Mr. Ob well and a compauion were 
one day galloping along tho shady banks of the Limpopo, hi Ml 
pursoil ot a wounded buflalo, when they were suddenly joined by 
three lions, who seemed determined to dispnte tlie cbacc with 
them. The buffalo held stoutly on, followed by the three lions, 
Oswell and bis conipanion brining up tiio roar. Very aoon 
the lions sprang upon the migbly bull and dragged him to the 
gnrand, when the most terrific scufflB ensued. Mr, Oswell and 
friend then approached and opened their fire ujwn the royal family, 
and, fia each ball 8tntck tbc lions, they seemed to consider it was a 
poke from the huroa of the bufUo, and redoubled their attentioiiB 
to him. At length the sportsmen succeeded in bowling over two 
of the lions, upon which the third, finding the ground too hot for 
I, mads off. 
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abundant that season. He offered to sell to me a browii 
horse of good appearance ; his price was too high, but at 
a subsequent period we came to terms, and I bought 
him. After breakfast I inspanned, and, having pro- 
ceeded a few miles across a glowing plain, on which I 
enunted fourteen tall ostriches stalking amid large herds 
of other game, I reacbed a periodical stream, where I 
outspanned, the sun being intensely powerful. Here I 
found another Boer, named Sweire, encamped with his 
flocks and herds, having been obliged to leave his farm, 
situated far in tlie depths of the Karroo, from want of 
water. Sweirs was an elderly man, but had been a keen 
sportsman, and entertained me with many interesting 
anecdotes relative to the habits of the game and of his 
hunting adventures in his early days. He informed me 
that he remembered lions extremely abundaut in those 
districts, and thai a few were still to be met with. He 
related to me instances where he had seen the gemsbok 
beat off' the lion, and he had also come upon the carcases 
nf both rotting on the plain, the body of the lion being 
transfixed by the long sharp horns of the powerful 
gemsbok so that he could not extract them, and thus 
both had perished together : he also mentioned that, 
notwithstanding the agility of the springbok, he had often 
known the lion dagh to the ground two, three, and four 
in quick succession in a troop. 

Four of my oxen being footsore and unable to pro- 
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' ceed, I left them in charge of old Sweirs, and in the cool 
of the evening I inspanned, and, having proceeded about 
Gtc miles through an extremely wild and desolate-looking 
country, on clearing a neck in a range of low rocky 
hilia I came full in view of the vley or pool of water 
beside which I had been directed to encamp. The 
breadtb of this vley was about three hundred yards. 
Oue side of it was grassy and patronized by several 
flocks of Egyptian wild geese, a species of barnacle, wild 
ducks, egrets, and cranes. The other side was bare, and 
here the game drank, and the margin of the water was 
trampled by the feet of wild animals like an English 
borsepond. There being no trees beside which to form 
our camp, we drew up our waggons among some low 
bushes, about four hundred yards from the vley. When 
the son went down I seleeted the three horses which 
were to carry myself and two after-riders in the chase 
of the unicorn on the following moming, and directed 
my hoys to give them a liberal supply of forage to eat 
during the night.' 



' The orys, or geinshik, lo which 1 was dow about to direct 
my attention more parttciilarly, is about tlie most bcflutiful and 
remarkable of all the nntulope tribe. It is the animal which is 
fupposed to have given rim to the fable of the iiniwrn, from its 
long Blraight homH, when seen, en profile, so exaolly covering ono 
toother as to give it the aiipcarance of having but one. It poasesee* 
the erect mane, long awcepjng block (oil, and general appearanco 
of the horse, with the head and hoofs of an anwlope. It is rt>- 
TOU 1. f 



ADTENTUKES IN SOUTH AFRICA. 



On the lOtli of December, everything having been 
made ready overnight, I took coffee, saddled up, and 
started an hour before day-dawn, accompanied by Cobus 
and Jacob as afler-riders leading a spare horse with 
my packsaddle. AVe held a south-westerly course, 
and at length reached the base of a little hillock slightly 
elevated above the surrounding scenery. Here I dia- 

buat in iw fonn, squarely and coinpaotly Luilt, ftnd very noble in 
it< bearing. ItB height is about lliat of aa ass, and in colour it 
slightly rssembles that animal. The beautiful black bands which 
eccentrically adorn its head, giving it the appearance of wearing 
a stall-collar, logethcr with the manner in which the rump aod 
thighs are pnlnled, impart to it a character peculiar to itself. Th« 
adult mole measures 3 feel. 10 inches in height at the shotilder. 

The gcmsbok was destined l>y nature to adorn the parched karroos 
and arid dcBerts of South Africa, for wliich description of country 
it ia admirably adapted. It thrives and attains high oonditim 
in barreu regions, wlierc it might be imagined tLat a tocUat tcotlM i 
not Snd subsistence, and, burning as is the climate, it is perfectly 
independent of water, which, from my own observation, and thB 
repeated reports both of the Bovrs and aborigines, I am convinced 
i aever by any chance tastes. Its flesh i« deservedly ast«««ncd| 

I nmks next to the eland. At cvrtnin seasons of the year they j 
1 great quantity of fat, at which time they con more earaly 
n ridden into. Owing (o the even nature of the ground which the 
orys frequents, its shy aod suspicious disposition, and the extreme 
distances from water to which it must be followed, it is never 
stalked or driven to an ambush like other antelopes, but is hiuted 
on boneback, and ridden down by a long, severe, tail-on-end cbsM. ' 
Of several animals in South Africa which are bunted in tliis manr 
and may be ridden into by a horse, the oryx ia by far the swifteat ] 
wid most enduring. They are widely diffuacd tlironghout the centi* 
wid western parts of Southern Africa. 



THE OKYX, OR GEMSBOK. 9y 

mounted, and having ascended to the summit examined 
tbe country all around minutely with my spy-glass, but 
could not see anything like the oryx. I was in tbe 
act of putting up my glass again, when to my intense 
delight I perceived, feeding within four hundred yards, in 
a hollow between two hillocks, a glorious herd of about 
five -and- twenty of the long- wish ed-f or gemsbok, with a 
fine old bull feeding at a little distauce by himself, tiieir 
long sharp honis glancing in the morning sun like the 
cheese -toasters of a troop of dragoous. I scarcely 
allowed myself a moment to feast my eyes on the thrill- 
ing sight before me, when I returned to my boys and 
with them concerted a plan to <urcamvent them.' 



' At this Ume I was very miKh in the (krk as to the apced of 
the genubok, having beoD led by a friend to believe that a person 
even of my weight, if tolerably muunted, could invariably, after a 
long chase, ride right into them, lliis howevei is not the <»!ic. 
My friend was deceived in the opinion which he had formed. The 
fact oF the matter waa, that he had been himting a k)Dg way to 
windward of a poity who were huutiDg on the auue plains with 
him, and several of the gemsbokB wliicb be had killed had pre- 
vioQsly been severely chaaod by the other parly. In life whole 
course of my adventures with gemabok I only remember four 
OCcairionB, when mounted on the pick of my stud (which I nearly 
AcKliced in the attempt), (list alone and unassisted I succeeded 
in riding the oryx to a sland-atill. The plan which 1 adopted, 
and which is generally used by the Boera, was to mount roy light 
UoCtcntola or Suahmen ou horses of great endurance, and thus, as 
it were, convert them into greyhounds, with which I coursed the 
gemsbok as we do at^s in Scotland with our rough deer-hounds, 
A " tail-ou-end " obase is sometiiiieB saved, in parts where Qm 
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We agreed that Jacob and I should endeavour to ride 
by a circuitous course a long way to windward of the 
herd, and that Cobus should tbeo give chase and drive 
them towards us. The wind was westerly, but the 
district to whicli this herd seemed to belong unfortunately 
lay to the northward. Jacob and I rode steadily ou, 
occasionally looking behind us, and, presently taking up 
a commanding position, strained our eyes in the direc- 
tion of the gemsboks la the full expectation of seeing 
them flying towards us. After waiting a considerable 
time and nothing appearing, I felt convinced that we 
were wrong, and in this conjecture 1 judged well. A 
slight iiiei|uatity in the plain had coucealed from our 
view the retreating herd, which had started in a northerly 
course' Cobus had long since dashed into the herd, and 
was at that moment flying across the plains after them, 
I knew not in what direction. After galloping athwart 1 
the boundless plains in a state bordering on distraction, I 
I gave it up, and accompanied by Jacob returned to the ' 
waggons in anyttiing but a placid frame of mind. 



hunter, froiD a previous knowledge of the oouDtry, knows the counft -1 
whicli the gomsbok will take; whou, having firn discovered tb^fl 
herd, the aTtor-rider is directed to remaia quiet imtil the hunt^.fl 
nball have [itoceeded by a wide semicircular coatsc aome miles ti 
wiodH'acd of the herd, which bciug accomplishod, the Uoltent 
gives the troop a tremendous bunt tuwuds his muter, who, tQr'1 
riding hard for their line, genetally managGs to gel within ea^ ] 
shot us the pontiag herd sttsins post him. 
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About two hours after, Cobus reached the waggon, 
L having ridden the old bull to a atand-atill. The old 
I fellow had Iain down repeatedly towards the end of the 
^'Chasc, and at length could proceed no farther, and 
F CobuB, after waiting some time and seeing no signs of 
i master, had rehictantly left him. In the height of 
I the day the aun was intensely powerful; I felt much dis- 
L gusted at my want of luck in my first attempt, and, 
I burning with anxiety for anotbcT trial, I reanlved to take 
the field again in tlie afternoon, more especially as we had 
not a pound of flesh in camp. Between three and four p.m. 
I again sallied forth with the same after-ridiirs leading a 
Sparc horse. We cantered across plains to the north- 
east, and Boon fell in with ostriclies and quaggas, and 
after ridiug a few miles through rather bushy ground a 
large herd of hartebeest cantered across our path, and 
these were presently joined by two or three herds of 
quaggas and wildebeests, which kept retreating as we 
advanced, tlieir course being marked by clouds of red 
dust : at length I perceived a herd of ash-coloured bucka 
I stealing right away ahead of the other game; I at once 
I knew them to he gerashok, and gave chase at a hard 
I canter. I gradually gained upon them, and after riding 
[ bard for about two miles I ordered Cobus to go ahead 
I and endeavour to cloae with them. At this moment we 
L had reached the border of a slight depression on the 
I plain, down which the hei-d led, affording me a perfect 
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view of the exciting scene. The gemsbok now increased 
iheir pace, but Cobus'a horee, which was a good one with 
avery lightweight, gained upon ihemat every stride, and 
l«fore they had reached the opposite side of the plain he 
was in the middle of the fnaimng herd and had turned out 
a beautiful cow with a pair of uncommonly fine long hoins. 
In one minute he dexterously turned her in my direction, 
and, heading her, I obtained a fine chance, and rolled her 
over with two buOeta in her shoulder. My thirst wa« 
intense, and, the gemsbok having a fine breast of milk, 
I milked her into my mouth, and obtained a dntik of the 
sweetest beverage I ever tasted. 

While I was thus engaged Cobus was shifting his 
saddle from the " Immense Brute " to the grey, whicb 
lieing accomplished I ordered him to renew the chase 
and try to ride down the old bull for me. Wc fastened 
the " Immense Brute" to a bush beside the dead gems- 
bok, and then, mounting the horse which Jacob had been 
riding, I followed on as best I might. On gaining the 
first ridge T perceived the troop of oryx about two miles 
ahead of me ascending another ridge at the extremity of 
the plain, and Cobus riding hard for them al>out a mile 
a*tem, but rapidly gaining on them. Oryx and boy 
toon disappeared over the distant ridge, the boy still far 
licbind. Tlie country here changed from grass and 
liiishcB to extreme sterility ; the whole ground waa 
undermined with the holes of colonies of meercat op 
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^^^B Hiouse-huDts. This burrowed ground, which is common 
^^^1 throughout these parts, was extremely distressing to 
^^^P our horses, the Boil giving way at every step, and 
^^^ my steed soon began to flag. On gaining the distant 
ridge a wide plain lay before me. I lodked in every 
direction, straining my eyes to catch a glimpse of Cobus 
and the oryx, but they were nowhere to be seen : at 
length, after riding about two miles farther in the direc- 
tion which he seemed to hold when I had last seen him, 
I detected his white shirt on a ridge a long way to my 
right, and on coming up to him I found that he had 
ridden the old bull to a stand-still : the old fellow was 

k actually lying panting beside a green bush. I thought 
liim one of the most lovely animals I had ever beheld, 
and I could have gazed for hours at him, but I was now 
many miles from my waggons without a chance of water 
and dying of thirst, so I speedily finished the poor oryx, 
and having carefully cut off the head I commenced 
skinning him. 
^^^ It was now late — too late to take home the cow oryx 
^^^k tJiat night ; the bull was much too far from my camp to 
^^^H think of saving any part of the flesh. I therefore sent off 
^^^B Cobus to the waggons to fetch water and bread, desiring 
^^^P him to meet me at the spot where the cow gemsbok was 
^^^ lying, where I resolved to sleep, to protect her from 
hyxnaa and jackals ; but before Jacob and I had accom- 
d the skinning, and secured the skin and the head 
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npoD the horse, night hod set in. My thirst was now 
fearful, and becoming more and more raging, t would 
hare given anything I possessed for a bottle of water. 
In the hope of meeting Cobus, Jacob and I rode slowly 
forward, and endeavoured to 6nd out tbe place ; but 
darkness coming on, and there being no feature in 
iho dcBert to guide me, I lost my way entirely, and 
after wandering for several hours in the dark, and 
firing blank shots at intervals, we lay down in the open 
plain to sleep till morning, having tied our horses to a 
thorny bush beside where we lay. I felt very cold all 
night, but my thirst continued raging. My clothes con- . 
sistcd of a shirt and a pair of knee-breeches. My bed | 
was the bull's liide laid over a tlioroy bush, which im- 
parted to my tough mattress the elasticity of a feather 
bed. Having slept about two hours, I awoke and found 
that our horses had absconded, after which I slept little. 
Day dawned and I rose, and on looking about neither j 
Jacob nor I had the most remote idea of the ground we j 
were on, nor of the position of our camp. 

Within a few hundred yards of us was a small hill, 
which we ascended and looked about, but could not in 
the least recognise the ground. I however ascertained 
the points of the compass and the position of my camp by 
placing my left band towards the rising sun. T was then i 
returning to the spot where I had slept, when suddenly I I 
perceived, standing within three hundred yards of me, the I 
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hoRe which I had fastened beside the pow oryx on the 
preceding evening, and on going up I found both all right. 
I immediately saddled the horse, and rode hard for camp, 
ordering Jacob to commence skinning the cow, and pro- 
mising to send him water and bread as soon aa I reached 
the wagons. 

On my way thither I met Cobus on horseback, bearing 
bread and a bottle of water, wandering he knew not 
whither, having entirely lost his reckoning. My thirst 
had by this time departed, so I did not touch the water, 
but allowed him to take it on to Jacob. He informed 
me that John Stofolus was coming on with the baggage-' 
waggon, to take up the venison ; and before riding far I 
fell in with him, having, with a Hottentot's usual good 
sense, come away without water in the casks. Having 
shown him how to steer, I rode on to the camp, which I 
was right glad to reach, and felt much refreshed with 
a good bowl of tea. I was actively employed during 
the rest of the day in preserving the two oryx-heads for 
my collection. In the evening a horseman on a jaded 
steed was seen approacliing the waggons, accompanied 
by an after-rider leading a spare horse. This was 
my friend Paterson, who had succeeded in obtaining a 
fortnight's leave of absence, and with whom that 
evening, over a gemsbok stew, I " fought my battles 
o'er agaJn." Our respective studs being considerably 
done up, and in need of rest, the following day was 
f3 
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devoted to " Juice otium," wasliing our rifles, and nriting 
up the log. 

On the 14th we wont out OD font after a troop of 
ostriches, one of which we wounded, and came home 
much exhausted. The very ground was as hot as the 
side of a stove. The following day wc were visited hy a 
party of Boers from the neighbouring cncam[)ments, who 
had come to see how we were getting on. Finding our 
brandy good, they made themselyea very agreeable, and 
sat for many hours conversing with us. The leading 
iiubject of conversation was gemsbok and lion shooting, 
and the slaying and capturing of whole tribes of maraud- 
ing Bushmen in bygoue days. They informed us tliat 
when they first occupied these districts the game was far 
more abundant, and eland and koodoos were plentiful. 
Their herds of cattle were constantly attacked and plun- 
dered by the vindictive wild Bushmen.' The Boers in- 

' Unlike the Caffre tribes, who lift cattle for the purpose of 
prwerving them and breeding froiQ them, the aole object of the 
Sushmeu is lo drive them to tlwir secluded habLlations ia the 
dnecrt, where they maaaBore t!i*m iiidi»cri[nin»t«ly, and conlJDDe 
feaating and gorging tbcmHclves iinUI the fleah becomes putrid. 
When a Kaffir haa liftud cattle, and finds himself so hotly pmvued 
liy the owners that he cannot escape with Lib booty, he betakea 
himself to (llglil, and leaves the cattle onsCDthed ; but tbe Hpiteful 
Ihuhmen have a most provoking and cruel syBt«m of horribly 
mutilating the poor cattle, when they find that they are likely to fall 
iuto the hands of their rightful owners, by diacharging their poisoned 
a*rowB 6t them, hamatringng them, and cutting lumps of flesh 
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formed us that in a country to the south-weat of our 
actual position, a tribe of these natives for many years 
were in the habit of practising raids with impunity upon 
the herds of the farmers in the Raw-feldt, assiated by a 
vast and impracticable desert which intervened t>etween 
their country and the more fertile pastoral districts. 
They seemed to prefer extremely dry seasons for these 
incursions, their object in this being that their pur- 
suerSi who of course followed on horseback while they 
were always on foot, should not obtain water for the 
horses. Their own wants in this respect they provided 
for in the following curious manner. They had regular 
stages at long intervals in a direct line across the desert, 
where, assisted by their wives, they concealed water in 
ostrich-eggs, which they brought from amazing distances, 
and these spots, being marked by some slight inequality 
in the ground, they could discover either by day or night 
from their perfect knowledge of the country. They 
were thus enabled fearlessly to drive off a herd of cattle, 
whose sufferings from thirat gave them little concern, and 



off their liviog carcases. This naturally ao incenses the owners, that 
they never show the Bushmon any i^uarler, but shoot them down right 
ud left, sparing only the children, whom they Unie and convert 
into servants. The people who suffer from these depredations are 
Boers, Griquaa, and Beohuanaa, all of whom are possessed of large 
herds of cattle, and the massacres of the Bushmen, arising from 
these raids, are endless. 
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to travel day and ni^t, while their mounted pursuers, 
requiring light to hold the spoor, could necessarily only 
follow by day, and were soon obliged to give up the pur- 
suit on account of their horses being without water. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

H&id Cbaee of an Oryx — A Briadled Gnoo reduces hinuelf to 
a " dead loclt," and is taken — Pateraon slays a Geinsbok 
and a Bull Wildclwest — He leaves for Coleaberg — OBtrich- 
egga — Novel Method of carrying them — Anecdotes of the 
Ostrich — Affray with a Poroupiue — Ue proves a rough Rider 
for my Horse — Narrow Escape from the Tlinist of a dying 
Oryx — The grateful Water-root — Troops of Springboks cover 
the face of the land — Their Migtatious — The finest shot 
ftt my leisure — Beer Vley. 



At an early hour on the morning of the 16th Paterson 
and I again took the field, accompanied by our three 
after-riders, and, having ridden several miles in a northerly 
direction, we started an oryx, to whicli Paterson and hia 
after-rider gave immediate chaac. I then rode in an 
easterly direction, and shortly fell in witli a fine old cow 
oryx, wliich we instantly charged. She stole away at a 
killing pace, her black tail streaming in the wind, and 
her long, sharp boms laid well back over her shoulders. 
Aware of her danger, and anxious to gain the deaert, 
she put forth her utmost speed and strained across tlie 
bushy plain. She led us a tearing chase of upwards of 
five miles in a northerly course, Cobus sticking well into 
her, and I falling far behind. After a sharp burst of 
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about three miles, Cobus and the grey disappeared over 
a ridge about half a mite ahead of me. I here mounted 
a fresh horse, which bad been led by Jacob, and followed. 
On gaining the ridge, I perceived the grey disappearing 
oyer another ridge, a fcarfiilly long way ahead. When I 
reached this point I commanded an extremely extensive 
prospect, but no living object was visible on the desolate 
plain. 

Wlulst deliberating in wluch direction to ride, I sud- 
denly heard a pistol-shot, some distance to my left, which 
I knew to be Cobus's signal that the oryx was at bay. 
Having ridden half a mile, I discovered Cobua dismounted 
in a liollow, and no oryx in view. lie had succeeded in 
riding the quarry to a stand, and, I not immediately ap- 
pearing, he very injudiciously had at once lost sight of the 
buck and left it. Having upbraided Cobus in no mea- 
snred terms for his stupidity, I sought to retrieve the 
fortunes of the day I)y riding in the direction in which he 
had left the oryx. The ground here was uneven and 
interspersed with low hillocks. We extended our front 
and rode on up wind, and, having crossed two or three 
ridges, I discovered a troop of bucks a long way ahead. 
Having made for these, they turned out to be bartebeesta. 
At this moment I perceived three magnificent oryx & 
short distance to my left. On observing us, they can- 
tered along the ridge towards a fourth oryx, which I 
at once perceived to be " embossed with foam and dark 
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with Boil," and knew to be the antelope sought for. 
Once more we charged her. Our horses had now con- 
siderably recovered their wiad, but the poor oryx was 
much distressed; and after a chase of lialf a mile I 
jumped off my horse and sent a bullet through her ribs, 
which brought her to a stand, when I finished her with 
the other barrel. She proved a fine old cow with very 
handsome horns ; the spot on which she fell being so 
sterile that we could not even obtain the smallest bushes 
with which to conceal her from the vultures, we covered 
her with my afler-rider's saddlecloth, which consisted of 
a large blanket : the head, on which I placed great value, 
we cut off and bore along with us. 

On my way home I came across Paterson's after-rider, 
"jaging" a troop of seven gemsbok, but fearfully to lee- 
ward, his illustrious master being nowhere in sight. An 
hour after I reached the camp Paterson came in, in a 
towering rage, having been unlucky in both his chases, 
I now despatched one of my waggons to bring home my 
oryx. It returned about twelve o'clock that night, carry- 
ing the skin of my gemsbok and also a magnificent old 
blue wildebeest (the brindled gnoo), which the Hottentots 
had obtained in an extraordinary manner. He was 
found with one of his fore legs caught over his horn, so 
that he could not run, and they hamstrung him and cut 
his throat. He bad probably managed to get himself 
iato thiF awkward attitude while fighting with some of 
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his fellows. The vultures had conaamed all the fleeh of 
the gemsbok, and likewise torn my blanket with which I 
had covered her. 

On the following day, all our steeds being very much 
done up, Pateraon and I visited the neighbouring Boers 
to endeavour to buy and hire some horses, I bought 
one clipper of MjTiheer Gous for 25/., and called hira 
" Grouse," and Paterson succeeded in hiring one, and 
with these, on the following day, we continued our cam- 
paign against the gemsboks. Paterson'a after-rider, not 
being well up to hia work, I lent him Cobus, and on thlt; 
occasion hia perseverance was rewarded by a noble gems- 
bok, wliich he rode down and slew, and also a fine bull 
blue wildebeest, which last animal is rather rare in these 
parts. We had one more day together, after which, much 
to my regret, Paterson was obliged to take leave of me, 
and start for Colesberg, his leave of absence having 
expired. One of his horses being footsore, I purchased 
hira, in the hope of his soon recovering, which after a 
few days' rest he did : I called him " Paterson." after hia 
old master. My stud now consisted of eight horses, but 
three of them were missing, aTid I despatched Jacob in 
quest of them, who returned on the third day bringing 
them with him, having followed the sfwor ujiwards of fifty 
milca. 

In the evening two of the Hottentots walked in to 
camp, bending under a burthen of ostrich-eggs, having 
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discorered a nest containing five-and-thirty. Their 
ner of carrying them amused me. Having divested 
themaelvca of their leather "crackers," which in colonial 
phrase means trousers, they had secured the ankles with 
rheimpys, and, having thus converted them into bags, they 
had crammed them with as many ostrich-eggB as they 
would contain. They left about half of the number behind 
concealed in the sand, for which they returned on the fol- 
lowing morning. While encamped at this vley we fell in 
with several nesta of ostriches, and here I 6rst ascertained 
a singular propensity peculiar to these birds. If a person 
discovers the neat, and does not at once remove the ^gs, 
on returning he will most probably find them all smashed. 
This the old birds almost invariably do, even when the in- 
truder has not handled the eggs or so much as ridden 
withtu five yards of them. The neat ia merely a hollow 
scooped in the sandy soU, generally amongst heath or 
other low bushes ; its diameter is about seven feet ; it b 
believed that two hens often lay in one nest. The hatch- 
ing of the eggs is not left, as is generally believed, to 
the heat of the sun, but, on the contrary, the cock relieves 
the hen in the incubation. These eggs form a consider- 
able item in the Bushman's cui^ne, and the shells are 
converted into water-flasks, cups, and dishes. I have 
often seen Bush-girls and Bakalahati women, who belong 
to the wandering Bechuana tribes of the Kalahari desert, 
le down to the fountmns from their remote habitations. 
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some^mea situated at an amazing distance, each carrying 
on faer back a kaross or a network containing from twelve 
to fifteen ostrich-egg shells, which had beeti emptied by 
a small aperture at one end : these they fill with water 
and cork up the hole with grass. 

A favourite method adopted by tbe wild Dusfaman fur 
approaching the ostrich and other varieties of game is to 
clothe himself in the skin of one of these birds, in wliicli, 
taking care of the wind, he stalks about the plain, cun- 
ningly imitating the gait and motions of tbe ostrich until 
within range, when, with a well-directed poisoned arrow 
from hia tiny bow, he can generally seal the fate of any 
of the ordinary yarieties of game. These insignificant- 
looking arrows arc about two feet six Inches in length ; 
they consist of a slender reed, with a sharp bone head, 
tliorougbly poisoned with a composition, of which the prin- 
cipal ingredients are obtained sometimes from a succulent 
herb, having thick leaves, yielding a poisonous milky juice, 
and sometimes from the jaws of snakes. The bow barely 
oxceuds three feet in length ; its string is of twisted sinews. 
When a Dushman finds an ostrich's neat he ensconces 
himself in it, and there awaits the return of the old 
birds, by which means ho generally secures the pair. It 
is by means of these little arrows that the majority of tb« 
fine plumes are obtained which grace the heads of the 
fair throughout the civilized world. 

It was now the height of summer, and every day the 




AFPBA.T WITH A PORCUPINE, 

heat of the sun was terrific, but there was generally a 
breeze of wind, and the nights were cool. Our vley was 
daily decreasing, and I saw tbat, unless we were visited 
by rains, it would sonn be no more. On the morning of 
the 22nd I had rather an absurd adventure with a porcu- 
pine, which cost mc my packsaddle, the only thing of 
the sort I had in camp. Long before daybreak I saddled 
up, and rode north wilh my two after-riders and a spare 
horse with the packsaddle. As day dawned I came iipon 
.a handsome old porcupine, taking his morning airing. 
At first sight be reminded me of a badger. Unwilling to 
discharge my rifle, as it was probable that we were in the 
vicinity of oryx, I resolved to attempt his destruction with 
the thick end of my "jarabok," the porcupine, like the 
seal, being easily killed with a blow on the no.ie. I jumped 
off my horse, and after a short race, in which 1 tried him 
with many turns, when he invariably doubled back between 
my legs, giving me the full benefit of his bristling quills, 
I succeeded in killing him with the jambok, but not till I 
had received several wounds in my hands. My boys the 
while sat grinning in their saddles, enjoying the activity of 
their " baas." 

Having covered him with bushes, we rode on, and 
shortly came upon an immense, compact herd of several 
thousand " trekking " springboks, which were exceedingly 
tame, and in the middle of them stood two oryx. These 
we managed for the first time to drive in a southerly 
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direction, being that in wliicli the camp lay ; and, after i 
sharp and rather circular burst, I beaded the finer, and 
bowl&i her over. She proved to be a young cow, about 
throe years old. Having disemboweled her, and prepared 
her for the packsaddle with a couteau-de-chasxe, by aplit-" 
ting the brisket, passing the knife along the gristly bonea 
on one side of it. and breaking the back by a dexterous 
touch of the knife, where certain ribs well known to the 
hunter join the vertebne, whereby the animal can mora 
easily be balanced on the packsaddle, we succeeded with 
great difficulty in placing her on " Sunday." and rode 
slowly for the place where we bad left the porcupinej 
We placed him on the oryx, and secured him with S 
rheim, but we had not proceeded far when some of thft 
quills pricked the steed, upon which he commenced 
bucking and prancing in the most fi^ntic manner, which 
f>f course made matters ten times worse, causing the por- 
cupine to beat the devil's tattoo on bis back. The gems- 
bok's head, also, wluch, being a poor one, I had not cut 
off, unfortunately got adrift, and kept dangling about luB 
haunches, the sharp horns striking his belly at every 
spring. He broke loose from Jacob, who led liim, and 
act off across the country at a terrific pace, oventiially 
smashing the packsaddle, but still failing to disengage 
himself fWim the gemsbok, whose hind and fore feet, being 
fastened together, slipped round under bis belly, impeding, 
his motions, and in this condition he was eventually: 
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secured, being considerably lacerated abuut the haunches 
by the boms of the orys. 

Next day Cobua and I fell in witli the finest bull oryx 
I had yet met, which, after a severe chase, we rode into 
and slew. For some evenings previous a large bright 
comet had appeared in the south-west, having a tearing, 
fiery tail, which strange meteor, to the best of my i ecoHec- 
lion, shone brightly in the clear firmament for five or six 
weeks. We lived well, but lonelily. My camp abounded 
with every delicacy — tongues, brains, marrow-bones, kid- 
neys, rich soup, with the most delicious venison in the 
world, &c. &c., and a constant supply of ostrich-eg^. 
The 25th was cool and cloudy, being the first day that 
the sky had been overcast since I had left the Thebus 
FlttU. 

In the afternoon I resolved to ride far into the oryx 
country, sleep under a bush, and hunt them on the fol- 
lowing morning, i accordingly left my waggons about 
three p.m., with my two after-riders and a spare horse, and 
rode about fifteen miles in a uortherly course, when we 
secured our horses to a bush, to leeward of which we slept. 
On my way thither I dismounted on an arid plain to 
breathe our steeds and dig up some bulbs of the water- 
root ' for immediate consumption, my thirst bebig very 

' This interesting root, which hw cloobtlcBs Bavcd many rroni 
dying of thirst, is met with throughout the most parched plains of 
the KaiTM). It is ft large ovftl bulb, varying from six to ten inches 
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severe. While cauterlng along we passed several troope 
of hartcbcests aud mtrichi^, and late in the day I oV 
served a small troop of oryx. 



u dkmtiler, and is of an extremely juicy consistence, with ralber 
n insipid flavour. It is protfctcd by a ihin brown skin, which 
idly removed wiih the back of a knife. It biu small insignlfi- 
w leaves, with little black dots on them, which are not 
jted by Ka inexperienced eye. The ground round it is 
mity so baked with the sun, tiial U has to be dug uul witb a 
knife. Tlie top of the bulb is discoTcrcd about eight or nine inches 
from the surface of the gronnd, and the earth all round it must 
Ifaeu be carefully removed. A knowledge of this plant is in- 
valuable to him whose avocations lead him into these desolate 
n^ons. Throughout the whole extent of the great Kalahari desert, 
and the vast tracts of country adjoining thereto, an immense variety 
of bnlbe and roots of this juicy description succeed one another 
monthly, there bdng hardly a season in the year nt which the 
poor B&k&lahari, provided with a aharp-pomted stick hardened in 
the fire, cannot obtain a meal, being intimately ocquainled with 
each and all the herbs and roots which a boimtiful hand has pro- 
vided for bis suslenance. There are also several succulent plants, 
liaving thick juicy leaves, which in like manner answer the puqioae 
of food acd diink. 

Above all, a S|iecic8 of Inttor wat«r-melon is thickly scattcri-d 
over the entire surface of the known ports of the grcal Kalalmri 
desert. These often supply the place of food and water to ihe 
wild tidiabitants of Uiose remote regions, and it is stated by the 
Hakalahsri that these melons improve in flavour as they ponetrota 
farther to tlio west. Most of Uiow) roots are much eateu by tha 
gemsboks, which are led by Instinct to root them out. The elephants 
also, apprised by their acul« sense of smeli of ihdr [losition, feed 
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tusks of these sagsdous aiumals, in qnest of t^eni. 
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On tlie 26tb I raised my head from my saddle about 
one o'clock aju., imagining the day was dawning, and, 
baring roused my after-riders, we proceeded to saddle 
our horses ; but I soon perceived that the bright moon, 
across which a bank of clouds was at that moment passing, 
had deceived me, and accordingly we off-saddled, and in 
a few minutes I was once more asleep. Towards mcHit- 
ing a smart shower of rain suddenly falling on my face 
broke in abruptly on my slumbers, when we once more 
arose, and, when day dawned, we saddled up, and held a 
northerly course. We found the fresh tracks of hyenas 
not more than fifteen yards from our horses. Within a 
hundred yards of our bush we at once discovered the 
spoor of an old bull-gerosbok which had fed past us 
during the night ; and we had proceeded but a short dis- 
tance when we discovered a herd of seven noble oryx 
within a quarter of a mile of ub, pasturing in a low hollow ; 
upon which I directed Oobus to ride round and "jag" 
them up to me, whilst I took up a position in front. The 
oryx presently charged past me ; hut Cobua had started 
after an old bull which I did not see, and which he rode 
to a stand. To these seven oryx I accordingly gave 
chase, and before the first mile I was riding within a hun- 
dred yards of them. Here we were joined by another 
fine herd of twenty- two orys, nearly all full-grown, 
and carrying superb horna. On we swept at a thrilling 
pace, and, after riding upwards of another mile, I 
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pulled up to havL' a shot ; but " Grouse," whicli I rudo, 
being very realltss, the herd got a long way ahead before 
I could fire, I however wounded one fine old cow, which 
I ascertained some Lours afWrwards. Having fired, I 
resumed the cha^e, and, observing that the finest bull of 
the first herd seemed distressed, I endeavoured to cut 
him off from the herd, which I succeeded in doing, and, 
in the excitement of the moment, I determined to follow 
him OS long as my horse could go. Away and away we 
wildly flew — the oryx leading me a cruel long chase due 
north, tail-on-end, from my waggons, over a very heavy 
country entirely undermined fay the endless burrows of 
the mouse-hunts. My poor steed became at length com- 
pletely knocked up, while the oryx seemed to gain fresh 
speed, and increase the distance between ub. I felt that 
my horse could not do it. One chance alone remained : 
there was still a shot in my left barrel. I pulled up, and, 
vaulting from my panting steed, witli trembling hand and 
heating heart I cocked my rifle and let fly at the round 
stem of the retreating antelojje. The ball passed within 
a few inches of his ear and raised the dual about fifty 
yards in advance of him ; and I had the mortification of 
having to content myself with watching his lessening form 
as he retreated across the boundless waste. Faint and 
weary, and intensely mortified at tlio issue of my long- 
continued chase, my lips cracking, and my tongue and 
throat parched with raging thirst, I threw my bridle on 



AN UNSUCCESSFUL CHASE. 

my arm and led my weary steed liomewards, and I in- 
wardly wished that, instead of my being a man of four- 
teen stone weight, nature had formed me of tlic most 
Liliputian dimensions. I was now a fearful long «ay 
from my camp ; hills that in the morning were blue 
before me were now efjually blue far far behind me ; 
" Grouse " could scarcely walk along with me, nor did he 
ever recover that morning's work. 

Upon my return I observed Jacob making for me, 
leading a fresh horse, of which I stood not a little in need ; 
he stated that he had seen an oryx standing at a distance 
on the plain, which bore the appearance of being wumided. 
We then made for this oryx, and on ray overhauling her 
with my spyglass I saw plainly that she was badly 
hit On my cantering up to her she ran but a short 
distance, when she gave in, and, facing about, stood 
at bay. I foolishly approached her without firing, and 
very nearly paid dearly for my folly, for, lowering her sharp 
hnma, she made a desperate rush towards me, and would 
inevitably have nm me through liad not her strength at 
this moment fmled her, when she staggered forward and 
fell to the ground. 

On the following day the waters of my vley sank into 
the earth and disappeared : the water for some days 
past had become very " brack," making myself and my 
people very unwell. 

On the 28th I had the aatiafaction of beholding, for the 
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first time, what I had often heard the Boers allude to — 
viz. a " trek-bokken," or grand migration of BpriDgboks. 
This was, I think, the most extraordiiiar)' and striking 
scene, as connected with beasts of tlie chase, that I have 
ever beheld. For about two hours before the day dawned 
I had been lying awake in my wa^on, listening to the 
grunting of the bucks witliin two hundred yards of me, 
imagining that some large herd of springboks was feeding 
beside my camp ; but on my rising when it was clear, 
and looking about me, I beheld the ground to the north- 
ward of my camp actually covered with a dense living 
mass of springboks, marching slowly and steadily along, 
extending from an opening in a long rahgo of hills on 
the west, through which they continued pouring, like the 
flood of some great river, to a ridge about a mile to the 
north-east, over which Ihey disappeared. The breadth 
of the ground they covered might have been somewhere 
about half a mile. I stood upon the fore chest of my 
waggon for nearly two hours, lost in wonder at the novel 
and wonderful scene which was passing before me, and 
had some difficulty in convincing myself lliat it waa 
reality which I beheld, and not the wild and exaggerated 
picture of a hunter's dream. During this time their 
vast legions continued streaming through the neck in the 
hills in one unbroken compact phalanx. At length I 
saddled up, and rode into the middle of them with my J 
rifle and aftci-riders, and fired into the ranks until 1 
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fourteen had Talleo, when I cried "Enough." We then 
retraced our steps to secure from the ever-voracious vul- 
tures the venison which lay strewed along my gory track. 
Having collected the springboks at different busbes, and 
concealed them with brusbwood, we returned to camp, 
where I partook of coffee while my men were inspanning. 
A person anxious to kill many springboks might 
have bagged thirty or forty that morning. I never, in all 
my subsequent career, fell in with so dense a herd of 
these antelopes, nor found them allow me to ride bo near 
them. Having inspanned, we proceeded with the waggons 
to take up the fallen game, which being accomplished, we 
held fur the small periodical stream beside which the wan- 
dering Boers were encamped, that point being in my line of 
march for Beer Vley, Vast and surprising as was the 
herd of springboks which I had that morning witnessed, 

I it was infinitely surpassed by what I beheld on the march 
from iny vley to old Sweirs's camp ; for, on our clearing 
the low range of bills through which the springboks had 
been pouring, I beheld the boundless plains, and even 

[ the bill sides which stretched away on every side of me, 
thickly covered, not with " herds," but with " one vast 
herd" of springboks; far as the eye could strain the 

I JandscapG was alive with them, until they softened down 

I into a dim red mass of living creatures. 

To endeavour to form any idea of the amount of ante- 

h lopee which I that day beheld were vain ; but I have. 
o2 
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nevertheless, no hesitation in stating that some liundreds 
of thousands of springboks were that morning within the 
compass of my vision. On reaching the encampment of 
the Boers I outspanned, and set about cutting up and 
salting my venison : the Boers had hkewise been out with 
their " roers," and shot as many as they could carry 
home. Old Sweirs acknowledged that it was a very fair 
" trek-bokken," but observed that it was not many when 
compared with what he had seen. " You tliis morning," 
he remarked, " behold only one flat covered with spring- 
boks, but I give you my word that I have ridden a long 
day's journey over a succession of flats covered with 
them, as far as I conid sec, as thick as sheep standing in 
a fold." I spent the following two days with the Boers. 
Each morning and evening we rode out and hunted the 
springlwks, killing as many as we could bring home. 
The vast armies of the springboks, however, did not 
tarry long in that neighbourhood ; having quickly con- 
sumed every green herb, tliey passed away to give other 
districts a benefit, thus leaving the Boer^ no alternative I 
but to strike their tents, and remove with their flocks and ] 
herds to lands where they might find pasture. 

On the morning of the 31st I left this periodical 
stream, whose name was " Rhinoceros Pool," and held 
on for Beer Vley, which I reached in about eight j 
hours, Our march was a very hot one, across a desolate | 
barren country destitute of water. The country, though J 
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barren, was not, however, without game : I saw several 
herds of springboks, of from 500 to 2000 iu each ; also 
Kveral troops of ^gaiitic-looking ostriches, and abiuidaucc 
of bustard and Namaqua partridges. I shot two spring- 
boks, and broke the fore leg of a third. Beer Vley, at 
the southeni end of which I had now encamped, is a 
▼ery extenave, low-lying, level plain ; its length might 
l>e Bomewhat about twenty miles, and its breadth averaging 
jfrom one to two miles. Through the entire length of this 
grassy vley runs, in the rainy season, a deep stream of 
water, which meanders in a very serpentine course along 
the centre of the plain, and, overflowing its banks, irrigates 
and enriches the surrounding pasture. At tliat season, 
however, this channel was perfectly dry, yet tlie plain 
waa covered with rich green grass. The country sur- 
rounding Beer Vley is extremely desolate and sterile, 
consisting of low rocky hills and undulating sandy plains, 
barely covered with dwar&h scrubby shrubs and small 
karroo bushes. 

On the morrow I removed my encampment about eight 
or nine miles farther down the vley, being obliged, from 
the broken and uneven nature of the ground, to march in 
a semicircular course, holding along the outade of the 
vley. I drew up my waggons on the plain close to the 
bank of a dry channel, witli a fine large pool of nmning 
water in my vicinity. This was the finest place that can 
be described to shoot springboks, and also to select extra- 
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ordinary spedmens on account of their homs, which I 
anxious to do. ITie country, on every side, was coveredl 
with immetiae herds of tliese antelopes, and they all seemed I 
to have an inclination to come and feed close along the I 
side of the watercourse beside which we lay. This channel *] 
being about ten feet deep, and extending throughout One I 
entire length of the plain, I had only to study the Hind, I 
and could walk up within easy shot of any herd, and select fl 
what buck I pleased. 

Here I remained for several days, enjoying briiiianf sport. 1 
both oryx and springboks giving me each day excellent shots. | 
Here, also, I shot my first ostrich, a fine old cock. It was B I 
very long shot j I gave my rifle seveml feet of elevation^ J 
yet nevertheless the ball struck him on the leg, breaking ,| 
it below the knee, when be fell and was unable to riae.1 
The power possessed by an ostrich in his leg can bardlyl 
be imagined. The thigh in very muscular, and resembles. I 
that of a. horse more than of a bird. In the aet of dyin^' J 
he lashed out and caught me a severe blow on my le^a 
wliieh laid me prostrate. 
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Himosa Forest — Residenco of a liuBlminii — Snccesaful Chaao 
of a noble Bull Oryx. 



f Oh the 9th I considered I had sufficiently long enjoyed 
I the awects of Beei- Vley ; and accordingly, tlie waggons 
>eiiig properly pai-kud, I inspanned in the alWrnoon, 
and trekked to the south. On the following morning 
we inspanned at the dawn of day, and retraced our 
Htep3 to fhc Rhinoceros Pool. The heat continued 
most oppressive, tlie wind still northerly. We were 
infested with myriads of common flies, which proved a 
constant annoyance, tilling tent and waggons to such a 
degree tliat it was impossible to sit in them. I rode out 
in the morning of the 11th, accompanied by an after- 
rider, and shot two springboks, which we hore to camp 
secured on our horses behind our saddles by passing the 
buckles of the girths on each side through the fore and 
hind legs of tho antelo{>i!s, having first performed an 
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inci^oQ between the bone and ifae &nr«s «itfa the 
eouteau-de-chaae, according to colonial angc 

The Boers liad informed me of a small fa Q iiCBia one 
mHrch in advance, where they recommended hk ta b&at 
for a abort time, and this place I intended to be mr next 
cncumpiuenL On the morrow we inspanncd at earliest 
dawn, and trekked about ten miles in a north-easterly 
coursL- across a barren extensive plain, steering parallel 
with the country frequented by the oryx. We drew up 
our waggons at a place where some Boera had been 
enctimped during the winter months. Here we found a 
wuH with nothing but mud in it. I set to work with 
the spade and cleaned it out, and presently had good 
water for myself and people. I despatched one of my 
Hottentots on horseback to seek for water in advance for 
the horses and oxen. He shortly returned, and reported 
another deserted Boer encampment about a mile ahead, 
at which there was a stronger fountain, but considerably 
choked with mud. Having breakfasted, I removed my 
waggons thither, and encamped. ITiis fountain will be 
ever memorable in the annals of my African campaign, 
since on the following day I was there joined by a unique 
and interesting specimen of a Bushman, who has ever 
since faithfully followed my fortunes through every peril 
and hardship by sea and land ; and is at the moment 
tliat I write brandishing in the highlands of Scotland an 
imitation of a Cape waggon-whip which he has con- 



BUSHMAN " RUTTER." 



129 



I BtruL'ted, and calling out with stentorian lungs the names 
of the oxen composing the team which he, at a subsequent 

[ period, drove when he alone stood by me, all my fol- 

[ lowers having forsaken me in the far interior. 

In the afternoon I saddled up, and started with my 

[ two after-riders and a spare horse, with the intention of 
sleeping in the oryx country, and hunting nest day. We 
rode north through sandy plains and hollows on which 
large herds of gnoos and springboks wore grazing. 
Just as the siin descended we started a fine old bull oryx. 

I We discovered him in a bushy hollow ; after a sharp 

I burst CobuB managed to turn Iiim, when, by heading 
him, I got within range, and finished him with a couple 
of shots. It was now dark ; having off-saddled our horses, 
we knee-haltered them, and allowed them to graze for an 
hour ; after which, having secured them to a neighbouring 
bush, we lay down to sleep on the hard groimd. My pillow 
was the neck of the old bull ; the jackals sang his coronach. 

I On the 13th I shot a fine old stoinbok, and on nearing my 
encampment I discovered two different vieys, containing 
water. Upon reaching my camp I found a funny little fellow 
in the shape of the Bushboy before alluded to awaiting 
my arrival. My Hottentots had detected his black woolly 
head protruding fi-om the reeds adjoming the fountain, 
and had captured him. I presented him with a suit of 
new clothes and a glass of spirits, and we immediately 
became and have ever ance continued the best of friends. 
o3 
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He informed tnc that, when a cluld, be was taken by a 
party of Dutch Boera at a massacre of his countrymen, 
and from these he had subsequently absconded on account 
of their cruel treatment of him. The Boers had named 
liim " Ruyter," probably after a certain Dutch admiral, 
which name he still bears. 

In the afternoon I rode to one of the vleys, accora- 
pauie<l by two of my men, bearing pickaxes and spades 
and my bedding. We dug a shooting-hole on the usual 
princi)ile, about three feet deep and eight in diameter, on 
the lee side of the largest vlcy. In this hole I used to 
take ray station every night— -the jackaJti ami hyieuas 
growling around me — and await the coming of the dawn 
to get a sight of the game that came to drink. In tliis 
manner I enjoyed excellent sport among tlie wildebeeatB 
and quaggas until tlie 17tli, when, through want of water 
fur my oxen, I was compelled to march for the Great 
Orange River, wliich was the nearest water, being distant 
upwards of thirty miles. We inspanned in the afternoon, 
and, having performed a march of twelve miles, holding a 
uorth-casterly course, I out^puuned for a coupla of hours 
to allow my oxen to graae ; after which I again uisptnmcd. 
and trekked about twelve miles fartlier by moonlight, 
when we halted till the day dawned, making faet the 
horses and oxen. 'I he comitry here assumed a less 
ntcrile appearance than that which I had ouciipied during 
tlie last live weeks, being ornamented with a few ancient 
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trees, bearing a leaf resembling that of the willow, and 
called by the Dutch " olean-wood ;" there were also a 
few dwarfish thorny treea of a species of mimosa. 

On the 1 8th we inspaiined at the dawn of day, and after 
a march of about four houra through a wild and uninhabited 
country we suddenly found ourselves on the bank of the 
magnificent Orange River. This queen of African rivers 
forms a leading feature in the geography of Southern 
Afiica. Ita length, I believe, is somewhere about a thou- 
sand miles. It rises in the east, in the Vitborgcn mountain- 
range, a little to the northward of the latitude of Port 
Natal, and, flowing westward, it is joined by the fair Vaal 
river about fifty miles below the spot where I had now 
arrived ; tlience it continues its course westward, and falls 
into the South Atlantic about five hundred miles to the 
north of the Cape of Good Hope. We made the river at a 
place called Davinar's Drift or ford, beside which was a 
comfortable Dutch farm. The owner was a young Boer 
from the Cape district, and liad obtained his present 
enviable position by marrying a fat old widow. Their 
chief richea consisted of sheep and goat«, of which they 
possessed enormous flocks, which were in very fine con- 
dition, the country being suitable for pasturing these 
animals. Large herds of trekking springboks were feeding 
in sight of the homestead. I had passed several herds 
on my morning's march, and had shot three, which were 
a good order. 
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The Boora, contrary to my expectation, reported the 
river fordable, though I had been informed that it was 
very large. Before venturing to crosa we were occupied 
for upwards of an hour in raising tie goods liable to be 
damaged by water, by means of a platJbnn conaistiiig of 
green willow boughs, with which we filled the bottom of 
tlie waggons, and then replaced the cargo. The descent 
on our side was extremely steep, and we found it 
necessary to rheim, viz. to secure, by means of the drag- 
chains, both hind wheels of each waggon. The drift was 
extremely rough, and jolted the waggons about sadly. 
Wc, however, got safely through, and, liaving proceeded 
about half ft mile up the opposite bank, we encamped. 
No person who has not contemplated a magnificent river 
under similar circumstauces can form an idea of the plea- 
sure I felt in reaching tliis oasis of the desert. For many 
weeks past our lot had been cast in the arid plains of 
the parched karroo, where there had often been barely 
sufficient water for our cattle to drink, with cloudlcas 
skies and an intense burning sun over our heads, and no 
tree nor bush of any description whose friendly shade 
might shelter us from the power of its rays. Here. 
" o* the sudden," a majestic river rolled before our de- 
lighted eyes, wliose fertile banks were adorned with groves 
clad in everlasting verdure. Attlie spot where we crossed, 
the river reminded me of the appearance exhibited by 
certain parts of the river Spey in summer during a 
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spate. The breadth of the Orange River, however, is in 
general about three hundred yards. The whole of the 
banke are ornamented with a rich hinge of weeping 
willowa, whose branches dip into the stream, and also of 
many other trees and bushes whose blossoms and plea^g 
foliage yielded the most delicious balmy perfume. 
Numerous flocks of the feathered tribe by their beautiful 
plumage and melodious notes increased the charm of this 
lovely scene. The entomologist could likewise have 
fbund abundance of interesting objects in his department, 
the ground and trees swarming with curious, if not gaudy, 
insects. My first move after halting was to enjoy a 
delightful bathe ; after which, having donned my best 
apparel, I recrossed the river on horseback to visit the 
happy couple whose farm I have previously described. 

'. found them civil and communicative, and obtained 
from thorn a supply of vegetables, which to me were most 
acceptable, having tasted nothing of that sort for many 
weeks. They informed me that about fifteen miles in a 
northerly direction there was a saltpan, in the vicinity of 
which I might find koodoos and saseaybys, in addition to 
the varieties of game which I had already hunted. I 
walked through their garden, which, besides vegetables in 
^cat variety, contained several kinds of fruit-trees, such 
as peaches, apricots, &c. ; these throve well, their 
branches being laden with abundance of fruit. On the 
I fereDOon of the 19th, having twice enjoyed the luxury of 
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ore met with in several parts of South Africa. Th(»e 
which mainly supply the colooy with good salt are situated 
between Utenage and Algoa Bay ; they are of conwder- 
able extent, and yield a surprising quantity. Ostriches 
and almost every variety of antelope frequent these pans 
for the purpose of licking the brack or salt ground, to 
which they are very partial. The pan which we had 
rojiched was formerly visited by Boers and Griquas for 
the piirpose of obtaining salt, but had of late years been 
abandoned for others yielding it of a better quality. 
The country around was consequently undieturbed ; and, 
being utterly uninhabited, was lonely, and as still as the 
grave. 

On the morning of the Slst I left my waggons en- 
camped beside tlie salt-pan, and, having proceeded about 
half a mile in a northerly direction along a seldom trodden 
waggon-track, I discovered a fountain of excellent water 
but very strongly impregnated with saltpetre. "HiiB 
fountain I afterwards learnt is termed by the Boen 
"Cruit Vonleyn," or Powder Fountain, its waters resem- 
bling the washings of a gun-barrel ; but the Griquas more 
elegantly call it "Stink Vont*jn." Atbreakfast-tirac I was 
joined by a party of ruffianly Griquas. who were proceed- 
ing with a dilapidated-looking waggon, which had no sail, 
to hunt hartebeests and blue wildebeests in the vicinity of a 
small fountain to the north-east, where game was reported 
abundant. They were accompanied by several wild- 
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looking, naked BushtDcn attendants, whom tlioy Iiad cap- 
tured when young, and domesticated. These drore their 
abooting-horses loose behind tht; waggon, grazing as they 
went along. I also observed a couple of milch-cows 
with calves among their loose oxen, a healthy luxury 
without which that race of people seldom proceed on a 
journey. The country occupied by the Griquas extends 
from Rhama, a village on the Orange River, about thirty 
miles to the east of my present position, to Gn(]uastadt, 
their capital, a village situated about a hundred miles 
to the northward of the junction of the Vaal with the 
Orange Rijer. They are governed by a chief, whose 
name b Waterbocr. Tlieac men are of Hottentot origin, 
and in general possess the distinguishing features of that 
race, such as broad, flat noses, high cheek-bones, small, 
elephant eyea, thick lips, woolly hair, and other Hottentot 
peculiarities, which, in the present enlightened state of 
society, it were superfluouB to enumerate. They axe, 
however, so mixed uj» with crosses of other tribes that 
every ramification of breed between Boers, Bechuanaa, 
Mogambiques, Corannas, Namaqua Hottentots, Bushmen, 
&c., may be found located within their territory. All 
of these intermarry. Some of them have long black 
hair, while the craniums of others, such as the Bushmen, 
are adorned with detached tufta of sickly- looking crisp 
wool, and the issue of such unions exhibit locks singu- 
larly varied. 
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Auotlier tribe of men in every way wmilar to these Gri- 
qua3 inliabit an extensive and fertile country immediately 
to the east of their territory. These men term themselves 
Bastards, llieir chiefs name is Adam Kok. The name of 
their capital is Fliilipolis, a small village about thirty miles 
to the north of Colesberg. Their country is bounded on the 
south by the Great Orange River, and is about the most 
desirable district in Southern Africa for farming purposes, 
there being abundance of fountains throughout its whole 
extent capable of being led out to irrigate the land, with- 
out which no gardens can be formed, nor wheat grown, 
in that country. Rich pasture is abundant. , Cattle and 
sheep thrive and breed remarkably well ; goats also, an 
animal valuable to the South African settler, but for 
which only certain districts are suitable, are here very J 
prolific. The goat in many districta is subject to a 
disease called by the Boers " brunt sickta," or burnt 
sickness, owing to the animals afflicted with it exhibiting 
the appearance of having been burnt. It is incurable ( 
and if the animals inft'ctcd are not speedily killed, or pat | 
out of the way, the contagion rapidly spreads, and it is 
not uncommon for a farmer to lose his entire flock with 
it. This sad distemper also extends itself to the/era 
naturte. I have shot hartcbeests, black wildebeests, 
olesbucks, and springbucks, witli their bodies covered 
with this disease. I have known seasons when the three 
latter animals were so generally affected by it, that tba I 
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J throughout which thoy are found were covered 
with hundreds of skulla and skeletons of those tliiit )iad 
died therefrom. One of the chief recommendations of 
the Bastards' country is its admirable suitableiiesa for 
breeding horses. Large herds of these may be seen 
throughout their country pasturing liigh on the mountain 
sides, or scattered in troops over its grassy plains. The 
deadly distemper so prevalent along the frontiers of the 
colony is here of comparatively rare occurrence. In the 
(ar interior, however, it is so virulent during five or six 
months of the year, that it is often impossible to save a 
single horse, and through its ravages I was ajinually in 
the habit of losing the greater part of ray stud. 

The chiefs of the Griquas and Bastards are in close 
alliance with the English government, which protects them 
from the attacks of the rebel Dutch Boers. These, well 
aware of the excellent qualities of the Bastards' country, 
are possessed with a strong desire to appropriate it. Tlie 
language spoken by both these tribes is Dutch. They 
have in general embraced the Christian religion, and 
several worthy missionaries have, for several years past, 
devoted their lives to the improvement of their temporal 
and eternal condition. The dress worn by the men con- 
sists of home-made leathern jacket, waistcoat, and trousers, 
feldtchoens, or home-made slices, a Malay handkerchief 
tied round the head, and on Sundays and other great 
occasions a shirt and a neckcloth. The females wear a 
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close-fitting corset reaching to the small of the vtaat, 
lielow which they sport a petticoat like the women of other 
countries. These petticoats are aometimes made of atu^ 
of British numiiiacturc, and at other limes of soft lenther 
prepared by themselves. Their head-dress consista of two 
handkerchiels, one of black silk, the other of a striped red 
and green colour, uaually termed Malay handkerchiefs. 
They arc very fond of beads of every size and colour, 
which they hang in large necklaces round their necks. 
They liave one dcscriptioii of bead peculiar to themselves 
and to the tribes extending along the banks of the Great 
Orange River to its junction with the sea. This bead is 
formed of tlie root of a bush found near the mouth of the 
Orange River, and possesses a sweet and peculiar perfiinie. 
Every Griqua girl wears at least one of these; and no 
traveller who has once learnt to prize this perfume can 
inhale it again without its inadvertently recalling to hia 
memory the fine dark eyes and fair forms of the semi- 
dvilised nymphs frequenting the northern bank of the 
Orange stream. 

Their houses somewhat resemble a bee-bivc or ant-hill, 
consisting of boughs of trees stuck into the ground in a 
circular form, and lashed down across one another over- 
head so as to form a framework, on which they spread 
large mats formed of reeds. These mats are also used 
f wa^on-sails, and arc very effectual in resisting 
uid rain. The diameter of tlieae dome-shaped 
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huts Tariea from ten to fifteen feet. On changing their 
quarters, which they arc occaaonally compelled to do 
on account of posting, it will easily be understood that 
they have little difficulty in removing their house along 
with them. A strong pack-ox can travel with the whole 
concern placed on his back; and on occasions of their 
migration I have seen a pack-ox carrying not only its 
master's house on its back, but also a complete set of 
dairy uten^s, all manufactured of wood, a couple of 
skin bags cont^ning tliick milk, various cooking utenfflls, 
and, surmounting all, the guidwife, with one or two of her 
children. They are all posaessed of flocks and herds of 
goate, sheep, and cattle. A description of tlie houses and 
manner of living of these people may serve to convey an 
idea of all the tribes that border on the Vaal and Orange 
Rivers to the sea. They are, without exception, of an 
indolent disposition, and averse from liard work of any de- 
scription. Much of their time is spent in hunting, and large 
parties annually leave their homes and proceed with their 
waggons, oxen, and hoi-ses on hunting expeditions into the 
far interior, absenting tliemaelves for a period of from 
three to four months. They are a people remarkable for i 
their disregard for truth, a weakness which I regret to 
state I found very prevalent in Southern Afiica, They 
are also great beggars, generally commencing by soliciting 
for " trcxels," a trexel being a pound of tea or coffee. 
Knowing the gallantry of our nation, they affirm this to 
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be a present for a wife or daughter, whom they represent 
as being poorly. If this is granted tliey continue their 
importunities, successively fancying your hat, neckcloth, or 
coat ; and I have known them on several occasions coolly 
request me to exchange my contimiationa for their leathern 
inexpressibles, winch they had probably worn for a couple 
ofsummere. 

When this party of Griquas came up t» me, being 
anxious to see as much as possible of the natives of those 
parts which I traversed, I invitod tliem to halt and drink 
coffee with me, an invitation which a Griqua was never 
yet known to decline. They informed me that, in the 
mountain ranges to tlie nortli-east, koodoo were to be met 
with, and tliey incited me to accompany them on their 
chasac. When breakfast was finished tliey sent their 
waggon in advance, with instructions to wait for their 
arrival at the fountain, where they intended to pitch their 
camp; and, having saddled up, we all set forward and 
rode east to hunt koodoos and hartebeests, or any other 
game we might fall in with. After riding three or four 
miles, on approaching the base of the hills we entered an 
ancient forest of mimosas, every tree Ix-ing a study for an 
artist. Tliere was also a considerable undercover of 
various sweet-smelling shrubs and bushes. Here stein- 
Ixjk iind duykcr were abundant. This venerable forest 
ext4-nded all around the bases of various ranges of rocky 
hilU which stretched in dlfierent directions througli these 
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plains. Close in, at llie foot of one of the Iiills, we discovered 
a Bushman residence, consLstiug of three small huts, each 
about four feet high, and about eight in diameter. They 
were formed of boughs of trees, thatched over with rank 
grass drawn up by the roots. The narires, as usual, bad 
6ed on our approach, and no \hing creature was to be 
aeen. I entered each of the huts, and found lots of well 
" braid " (or dressed) skins of all tlie wild beasts of these 
parts. All their dishes were made eitlier of ostrich-eggs 
or of the shells of land tortoises, and these were ranged 
round the floor on one side of the hut. Most of the 
ostrich-eggshells contained water. 

We crossed the hills by a stony neck ; and having pro- 
ceeded some distance through several well-wooded glades 
and hollows in the table-land of the liills, we suddenly 
looked forth upon a noble prospect. A wide grassy plain, 
covered with picturesque mimosas and detached clumi>e 
of evergreen bushes, stretrlied away from the bases of tlie 
hills on which we stood. Beyond, the landscape was shut 
in by the bold and abrupt forma of rugged mountain 
ranges, which were coloured with a softened blue tint. 
Having descended into tliis fine picturesque plain, we held 
north, riding parallel with the hilly chain. Presently, my 
comrades adopting a course which did not strike mc as 
the most likely to fall in with game, I chose a line of 
march for myself, and, following along under the mountain 
chain, I soon lost ^ght of them, and saw tliom no more 
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ih&t day. On tliis occasion I had taken the field without J 
any after-rider. Having ridden about a mile farther, I J 
started a doe koodoo, the first I had seen, and shortly J 
after I started another, with a young one, which I d&* I 
l«rrained to secure, there being no flesh in our camp. 
Having pursued it a short distance, I came suddenly 
upon a troop of koodoos, consisting of three bucks and 
several docs. Two of the bucks were old fellows, and ] 
carried magnificent, wide-set, long, spiral liorns. To these j 
I instantly directed my attention, when they at once - 
made, as koodoos invariably do, for the adjacent rocky 
hills. Their pace was a succession of long bounds over " 
the thorny bushes, which sadly distressed my poor steed. 
I neyertbeleas gained on them, and would have assuredly 
secured one, had they not reached a stony barrier of I 
sharp, hard rocks, over which they disappeared, and 
where my horse could not follow. I wa* much struck 
with tlie noble appearance nf these two buck kfK>doos, and 
felt very chagrined in having been unfortunate with them. 
Having lost the koodoos, I turned my face to the south, 
and rode along the skirts of the forest, in hope of fulling 
in willi my comrades, 

I had ridden about a mile, when I suddenly perceived 
a gallant herd of nine old oryxes cantering towards me, 
all of them carrying horns of immense l«igth and beauty, 
Gurpa^Dg anything I had hitherto seen. They were 
preceded by four beautifully striped zcbrsa, the first I 
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had met with, and followed by two brilliant red harte- 
beests. In half a minute I was flying along within sixty 
yards of the troop of oryxes, carefiilly studying the horns 
of each, and at a lose to decide which was the finest, they 
were all so very handsome. As I swept along I deplored 
my folly in having taken the field without my aJl«r-riders ; 
1 nevertheless entertained hopes of success, as lliese ante- 
lopes had evidently been followed by the Griquas from 
whom I parted. 'ITiey led me a long and severe chase 
along the skirts of the hilii-, the wind fortnnatcly blowing 
ri^t aCTOBS them. After riding bard for several miles 
I felt my horse very much dietresst'd, and was on the 
IMtint of giving up the pursuit, when I obaerved one old 
bull make a momentary halt under a mimosa, evidently 
very much blown. This gave me fresti hope ; I resolved 
to follow him as long as my horse could go, and once 
more 1 gave chase with renewed speed. I was soon 
riding opposite to him, within sixty yards, with the hill 
on the othet side, and by a desperate eSbrt I managed to 
cut him off from his TOinradcs, and turn his head down 
the wind. His fate was now sealed, and I at once felt 
that he was mine. From this moment his pace decreased, 
aiid, after another half-mile of sharp galloping down hill, 
in which I gained upon lum at every stride, I was riding 
within fifteen yards of his handsome, round stem. His 
tongue was now hanging from bis mouth, and long streaks 
of foam streamed back on his sides. Suddenly, on round- 
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iiig a thorny bu$h, he pulled up in his career, and, facing 
about, stood ut bay. I sprang breathless and worn out 
from my panting steod, and with a shaking hand aent 
» bullet through hia shoulder, when ho fell and hieathed j 
bis last. 

This noble orjx carried tlie finest hums I had met wiih, 
and I had, moreover, the satisfaction of knowing that he I 
was the finest in the herd. Having off-saddled and knee- 1 
haltered my horse, I commenced cutting off the head I 
of the oryx, whidi I accomplished with some trouble, the ] 
akin at the neck being an inch in thickness. I then broke | 
thorny braiiihes from a neighbouring mimosa, wbicJi I 
heaped over the carcase, to protect it from the vultures. 
This beuig accomplished, I returned to camp, carrying | 
the head on the pommel of tlie saddle before me, and I 
ni) rifle over my shoulder. On occasions like this I hare I 
often felt that I should have been the better for a third , 
hand for the management of my steed. At an early hour ' 
on the following morning I left my waggons, accompanied 
hy two after-riders, to look for koodoos, and secure the 
skin of the oryx of the preceding day. Contrary to my 
expectatioiis, the hyenas had not <liscovered him. The 
flesh, however, owing to the heat of the weather, was 
unserviceable. I rode with my boys deployed into line 
along the likely port of the old mimosa forest, hoping to 
fall in with koodoos. Here I shot two fine old sleinboki, 
with very good home, and these I carefully preserved for 
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my txillection. By firing I lost a cliance of koo^loos, as I 
[irL'sently diacoTered fresh spoor of a troop of these ante- 
lopes, which ray shots had disturbed. 

Returning towards my waggons, I rode through a goige 
in tl)e mountains where I had started a pack of about 
thirty wild dogs in thp morning. ObserWng a number of 
vultures sitting on tho rocks about tlie place from which 
the dogs had started, I at once knew that they had killed 
some animal ; and on riding up I discovered the skeleton 
of an old doe koodoo, which they had run into and con- 
sumed. They had not cracked the marrowbones, which 
the hyenas would havQ done if left tliere till after BUnset. 
Tliese, therefore, my Hottentots hastily took possession 
of, the niarrow of the thigh-lmnes of tlie koodoo being by 
them esteemed a great delicacy. Springing from their 
horses, they triumphantly seized the skeleton ; and, each 
selecting for himself a couple of stones, they sat down on 
the ground, cracked the marrow-bones, and greedily 
devoured their raw contents. On reaching the wag- 
gons we found an extremely ancient and shrivelled- 
looking Bushman, who chattered just like a monkey. He 
signed to me that I had visited his hut on the preceding 
day, but that he feared the Griquas who accompanied 
me. He also intimated that he feared tho Boers ; l>ut he 
knew from the appearance of my waggons that they be- 
longed to an Englishman. He also signified to me that, 
when the moon should rise, blue wildebeests would come 
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and tiriuk at " Stink Vonteyii." This fart I had already 
a3ci;rtained from personal observtttion, having seen their 
siwor by the water. In the evening, having taken ecveral , 
fupa of strong coffee to keep me awake, I walked tn the 
fountain with four of my followers, bearing spades and 
pickaxe, and my bedding, to watch for wild animals. 
Having constnietcd a shooting-hole, my men retired, and 
I Hwk up my jK»ition for the night, which was mild and 
lovely, with good moonlight. After watching several hours 
I fell asleep. About midnight my light sleep waa dis- 
turbed by the tramp of appnwu-hing wild animals. I 
peeped from my hole, and saw a herd of alxiut twenty 
Ethaggy blue wildebeests, or brindled gnoos, cautiously 
advandng to the water. They were preceded by a patri- 
archal old bull, the finest in the herd. I fired at him, and 
heard the ball tell upon Ins shoidder, upon which he and 
the whole troop galloped off in a northerly direction, 
enveloped in a cloud of red dust. Being thirsty, I then 
walked up to the eye of tJic fountain, and, having imbibed 
a draught of its sulphurous waters, in a very few minutes 
I was once more asleep. 

On the 23rd I stood up in my hole at dawn of day, 
and, having donned my old grey kilt and Badenocb brogues, 
I took up the spoor of the herd of brindled gnooa. After 
I had proceeded a short distance I perceived the head of 
the old bull looking at me over a small rise on the bushy 
plain. The head disappeared, and I beard a loud noise 
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of tramping, as of an animal endeavouring to gallop upon 
tliree legs. On gaining this rise I again saw the hand- 
some head, with its slrangelj-hooked, fair-set horns, gazing 
at mo from the long grass some hundred yards in advance. 
He had lain dovm. I held as though I intended to go 
past him ; but before 1 neared him he sprang to his feet, 
and endeavoured to make off from me. Poor old bull ! 
I at once perceivetl that it was all ovor with him. He 
was very faint from loss of blood, and one fore leg was 
broken in the shoulder. He made a tottering run of 
about a hundred yards, and again lay down, never more to 
rise. I walked up to witliin eighty yards of him, and sent 
a bullet through his heart. Receiving tlie ball, he rolled 
over on his aide, and expired without a groan. I then 
madi' for my waggons, and despatched men with a span or 
team of oxen to shp tlic wildebeest to camp. lie afforded 
us a welcome supply of excellent flesh, as he was in line 
condition. I breakfasted on an oatrich-egg, Kleinboy 
having found a nest the preceding day. He had unfor- 
tunately taken only eight of the eggs out of tlie nest, 
foolishly leaving the other twelve, which on his return he 
found smashed by the old birds, according to their usual 
custom. 
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CHAPTKR VIII. 

We leare Stink Tonteyu sue) reach the V»al lUver — Wttil-«-Ut 
TbornB — Chaw and kill a Buck Kooiluo, nucl bivoiinc on th» 
gnniml — Cuhus and Jacob ftbaoond — Roan Aul«lopc — M'e 
recroM the Vaal River — Griqua Encampment — Stink Von- 
teyn again — A Flight of Locuala — A Saltpau — Saluhrioui 
Climatt — Boere attempt to carry off ItuyUsr — A Came^l- 
diiro Forest— A Brindled Giioo bayed by Wild Doj.'a — lla- 
biU of the lalter. 



On the evetiing of the 24th we inapanned, and, leaving ' 
" StJiik VontejTi," marehed upon the Vaal RiTer. dia- 
tant about twenty-live miles. Our roatl lay through soft 
sand, rendering the work very severe for the osen. About | 
two AM. on the following morning we reached the &ir j 
Vaal Rivor by fine moonlight. Having sent mounted 
men through the stivam tu ascertain its deptli. and 
finding & pai«age practicable, I resolved at once to croM 
it^a nJe generally adopted by all experienced in the 
i-otmtry, among whom a general maxim previuls never lo 
defer tlie passage of a river if at all fordable when they 
reach it. Endless are the stories related by South African 
travellers, who, by falling to adopt this plau, have been 
iximpelled to remain for weeks, and even moutlis, cm 



CB*p.vm. THE VAAL BIVEH. 151 

the baoks of iU various rivere. The current here being 
very powerful, I mounted the leaders of my teams, 
and in a few minutes my long double line of oxen 
was stoutly stemming the rapid stream, which reached 
half way up their sides. We got Iwith the waggons aoroes 
in safety. The water had just reached the bottom of my 
cargoes, but did not damage anytliing. The hank on the 
farther side was extremely steep and stony, and required 
every ox to exert himself to the utmost. The river here 
is very beautiful ; broad and rapid streams are succeeded 
by long, deep, and tranquil pools, termed by tlie natives 
" zekoe ychots," signifying sea-cow or hippopotamus' holes ; 
thebe vast and wondrous amphibious animals having, not 
many years since, been plentiful along tlie entire length 
of the V'aal River. Tlie hippopotamus, liowever, like the 
elephant, ia of a very shy and secluded disposition, and 
rapidly disappears before the approach of civili;fatiun. I 
drew up my waggons on a commanding open position on 
tlie nortliem bank of the stream. The margin of the 
Vaal, like the Orange River, is richly clad with dense 
grtivee of various evergreen trees, among which drooping 
willows predominate, whose long waving fringes dip grace- 
fully into the limpid waters as tliey glide along in their 
seaward course. All along the banks of both these rivers 
huge trunks of trees are strewn, hailing been borne 
thither by tlie mighty floods to which they are annually 
subject. A short distance above my position was a 
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beautiful island, adonii^d with trees of the riL'hest 
verdure. 

AUtut three p.m. I rode nortli-eaat to look for roan tiut^ 
lopes, wliich, next to the L-Iand, are the largest in the world ; 
and being incapable of great speed, may at times be lidden i 
into with a good horse. I was accompanied by Cobus and i 
Jacob, AVe found tlie country covered with buslies, of | 
which die majority were of a most impracticable descrip- 
tion, reminding me of a kill-devil, an implement used m 
angling, they being covered with thorns on the fish-hook 
principle. Thia variety of mimosa is waggishly termed by j 
the Boera " vyacht um bige," or wuit-a-bit thorns, ai 
they continually solicit the passing ti-aveller not to be in a 
hurry ; if lie disregards wliich request, tiie probability is ' 
tliat he leaves a part of lus aliirt or tnnisera in their ]>os- 
session. Here and there were liills covered with sharp 
adamantine rocks, tlutiughout which, however, there was ■ 
ahuiidance of excellent gra^s and fine green bushes, la ^ 
short, it was just the country to suit tlie taste of the rock- 
loving koodoos. Having proceeded some mileis we disco- 
vered fresh S)K)or of u tniop of tliem at tlie foot of one of 
the ranges of nicky hills. We tlien crossed the ridge, 
still tinding spoor, and tlie country becoming more and 
more likely. 

Suddenly, on rai^ng our eyes, we saw standing on the lull 
side, within tliree hundred yartls of us, five buck kuodooa, 
four of wluctl were tearing old fellows carrying extremely 
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fine home ; and majestic aa tiey were, the elevated posi- 
tion which they occupied imparted to them a still more 
striking appearance. We gjJloped towards them, on 
which they bounded higher up the rocky hill, and stood 
for a few seconds looking at us, 

I had seen many sights thiillitig to a sportsman, but 
few to surpass what I then beheld. I think an old buck 
koodoo, when seen standing broadside on, ia decidedly one 
of the grandest-looking antelopes in the world. They 
now broke into two Iota, the two finest bucks holding to 
the left, and to these we gave chase. They led us over 
the most terrific ground for horat-a that can be imagined. 
It consisted of a mass of large sharp adamantine pieces 
of rock ; even the rock- frequenting koodoos themselves 
made bail weather of it. Cobus, on tliis occasion, rode 
in a manner which astonished me. He was mounted on 
'■ The Cow," * hich steed, having in its youth led an unre- 
strained life, as most Cape horses do, in the ru^ed moun- 
tains of the Hantam, bounded along the hill side in a 
style worthy of a kUpspringer. A flat of considerable 
extent, covered with tall bushes, intervened between us 
and a long range of liigh table-land to the northward, 
along the base of which, for an extent of many miles, 
stretehed a dense forest of wait-a-bit thorns and mimosas. 
Tliis forest was the head-quarters of the koodoos, and for 
it they now held, breaking away across the above-men- 
tioned flat. That forest, however, the finest koodoo was 
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clestined never to reach. Ab £oon as we got clear of tbe 
rooky ground our horses gained upon them at every , 
stiide ; and Cobus, who was invariably far before me in I 
every chase, was soon alongside of the finest. Here, u 
the dense bushes, wo lo^t eight of his comrade. Cobu 
very soon jirevailcd on the koodoo to alter his tack, and 
strike off at a Ungi^nt from his former course ; when, by 
taking a short cut Hke a greyhound running cimning, 1 
gut within range, and with a single ball I rolled him o 
in the dust. I felt more pleasure in obtaining tins 6ne 
specimen of a buck koodoo than anything I had yet shot i 
in Africa, lie was a first-rate old buck, and carried a J 
pair of ponderous, loug, wide-set spiral horns. 

Owing to the nature of the ground which tliey fret^uenti j 
it is a very difficult matter to ride them down, and they I 
are more usually obtained by stalking or stealing stealthily J 
upon them. When, however, the hunter discovers a heavy J 
old buck koodoo on level gromid, there is no great d 
culty to ride into hira, his speed and endurance being very , 
inferior to tliat of the oryx, I could have stood contem- 
plating him for hours, but tlarkness was fast setting in ; 
BO, having off-saddled and knee-haltered our horses, we I 
carefully removed tlic head and commenced skmning him. I 
The skin of tlie koodoo, though thin, is extnraely tough, J 
and is much prized by tlie ralonists for *' foreslocks," i 
lasheB for ox-waggon whips. The koodoo-skin was my J 
mattress, my saddle was my pillow ; and supperless I I 
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lay down to rest, without any covering save an old ahirl 
and a pair of leather crackers. The excitement of the 
thrilling sport which I liad enjoyed prevented my sleeping 
until a late hour ; and when at length I closed my eyes, 
I dreamt that we were surrounded by a troop of Utnis, 
and, awaking witli a loud cry, startled my men and liorseG. 
On the 26th we arose at earliest dawn, and having 
packed the trophies of the koodoo, and a part of his flesh, 
upon my spare horse, I despatched Jacob with him Ut 
camp, while Cobus and 1 held north-east to seek for roan 
antelope. I sought that day and the two following for 
these antelopes, but saw no traces of them. 

Oil the nioming of tlie 30th I inspatuied, and trekked 
some miles farther up the northern bank of the Vaal, and 
encamped opposite where the Riet or Reed River joins it. 
The stream here is extremely beautiful, being about a hun- 
dred and tifty yards in breadth, wilh sloping banks richly 
adorned with shady evergreen groves, and fringed with 
lofty reeds — a. nevor-failing prognosticator of a sleepless 
night, a virulent species of mos<|uito being always abuudant 
where reeds are met with. Several large bustards were 
stalking on a small bushy flat, as we drew up the waggons. 
I went after Uiese, and made a fine otf-hand sliot at an old 
cock at a hundred and fifty yards. Here I lost Cobus and 
Jacob, my two Hottentot after-riders. Returning from 
the bustards to my waggons, where I expected to find my 
breakfast waiting me, I discovered these two wortliies. 
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whoH! duty it WM to be preponng ii, t|[iietly iwluiig 
udcUt tbe iluule of « niinoM, and enj<nii^ tfar nodnig 
ioliieiKe of their ibort clay (npea. Being now bejood tfar 
pale of nu^aterial Uw, I deemed that a little wbokacne 
oorrecUon might prove beneficial, which I acmrdingljr ad- 
minintCKd. Tbi* ou disgiutul these higfa-miiided youths, 
Unit ahtrr breakfiut they cmlimced the o|^iortuuity of mj 
luitltiiiK Ui liim^inii fntiii niy M-rvice. 1 imagined tluit they 
hwl Hieokisl ititii llic IxuJieti, and would twon return. I, 
buwcriT, wiw no niure of them uotil several months afler, 
wliuu I met tliem tit (^)le«l>erg, which jtlace they bad 
ruHi-lieil, itMuted liy the Btwtonls, tlirougli whiise countiy 
tiiey httil pawed. Cohun, though a tirst-ratp after-rider, 
waa u gn-at oeuinji and miBcliier-maker ; and I learnt from 
my remaiuitig people that it was by bis persuasion Jacob 
had Icfl me. 

In the forenuoti, tlic sun being extremely powerfid, I 
built fur niyseir ii bower un<ler an old willow beside tbe 
river. In tliiit In)Wit I made my bi^d, and might have bad 
a muinl Hliteji by way of a (rtuuige, bud nut the mosquitoe 
and midges luuwudted me Ihnmghout the whole night, so 
tliul I Imrdly clowtl my eyes. 'ITie 3Ut was a charming 
ruol day, tlie «ky ln*autifully overcast. Having enjoyed a 
giKMi Mwim in the watt^r* of ihe Vaal, I bn-akfusiii'd, after 
wliioh I Middled up, anil rode nortli to seek for roau antelope. 
I wan acconipanied by Canillus, tlio native of Mozam- 
biquv, who WHS mudi too heuvy to act us afteivrider, and 
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by tlie little Bushboy named Ruyter, who haii joined me 
on tile plains of the karroo. 'Diis Bushboy, althougli he 
liad learnt to ride among the Boers, had an indifferent 
seat on hor^eltack, and would never push his horse to 
overtake any antelope if the ground were at all rough. 

Having explored the country to a cuneiderahle distance, 
in the course of which wc fell in with fiiur sassahys and a 
troop of hartebeests, I resolved to make for home, as the 
darkening sky and distant thunder to the southward 
threatened a heavy storm. I had not long, liowever, de- 
termiued on retimiing, when the wind, which had been 
out of the north, suddenly veered round, and blew hard 
from the south. In less than half an hour the rain de- 
scended in torrents, the wind blew estrcmeiy cold, and 
the rain beat right in my face ; the peals of thunder were 
most appalling, the most fearful I think I had ever heard, 
the forked lightning dancing above and around me with 
such vividness as to pain my eyes : I thought every moment 
would be my last. I sliifted my saddle fnjra " Sunday " 
to " The Cow," and we pricked along at a smart pace. 
We were entering a thicket of thorny bushes, when a 
very large grey-looking antelope stood up under one of 
tliem. I could not see Ins head, but I at once knew that 
it was the long-sough t-for roan antelope, or bastard gems- 
bok. Carollus quickly handed me my Utile Jlooi-e rifle, 
secure from the pelting storm in one of Mr. Hugh Snowie's 
patent waterproof covers, The noble buck now bounded 
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furlh, a superb old male, carrying a pair of grand scy- 
nii tar-shaped hums. He stood nearly (ivc fcot high at 
tliu shoulder. " The Cow " knew well what he had to 
do, and set off after him with right good will over a most 
impracticable country. It was a suo^esaion of masses of 
adamantine rock and atone, and dense bushes with thonia on 
the boat-hook principle. In a few minutes my legs hflow 
the kneu were a mass of blood, and my shirt, my only 
covering, was flying in streamers from my waist. The 
old buck at first got a httle ahead, but presently, thj 
ground improving, I gained upon him, and after a sharp 
hurst of about two miles we commenced ascending a 
slight acclivity, when he suddenly faced about and stood 
at bay, eyeing me with glowing eyes and a look of de- 
fiance. This was to rae a joyful moment. The buck I 
had for many years heard of and longed to meet now 
stood at bny within forty yards of me. I dismounted, and, 
drawing my rifle from its holster, sent a bullet through 
his shoulder, upou which he cantered a short distance and 
lay down Ireside a hush. On my approach he endeavoured 
to charge, but his strength failed him. I then gave 
him a second shot in the neck, jul^t wliere I always cut off 
the head. On receiving it he rolled over, and, stretching 
Ills limbs, closed his eyes upon the storm, which all tliis 
time raged with increasing severity. 

I felt extremely cold. I had lost my shirt in the chase, 
aod all that was left me was my shoes and leather j 
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knee-breeches. I nevertheless took some time to insjiect 
the beautiful and rare antelope which I had beeu forttuiate 
enough to capture. He proved to be a first-rate speci- 
men ; hia horns were extremely rough and finely knotted. 
I now proceeded to cut off his head and " gralloched " 
him, all of whicli I accomplished before my followere 
came up. They stumbled on me by chance, having lost 
^ght of me in tjje denseness of the storm. Having 
shifted my saddle from "The Cow" to "Coleaberg," 
I ordered them to follow, and I rode hard for camp, 
which waa distant many miles. At sunset the storm 
ceased, and my boys arrived with the head. The fol- 
lowing day was the 1st of February. In the morning 
I despatched two men to bring home the skin of the roan 
antelope and a supply of ttie venison, which was in high 
condition. Strange to say, they found the buck all safe, 
having escaped the attacks both of hysnas and vultures. 

My raeal-bag was reported almost empty ; and this 
being a dangerous country for the Iiorse-sickneBs, a dis- 
temper which rages duriug February, March, and April, 
I resolved to recross tlie Vaal River, and bend my course 
for the land of blesboks, a large and beautiful violet- 
coloured antelope, which is found, together with black 
wildebeests and springboks, lu countless tliousands on the 
vast green plains of j'liort soiu- grass situated altout a 
hundred and fifty miles to the eastward of my then 
position. My purpose was to amuse myself hunting in 
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these parts until the beginning of April, wheii the nurst 
dangerous perioil of the Itorst^-siL-kDess would be past; 
and after that to revisit Coleaberg, where I intended to 
store the spedmeus of natural liistory which I had already 
aceuiiiulated, and, having refitted and laid in a store of 
supplies, to start for the remote districts of the far inte- 
rior in quest of elephant, rhinoceros, praffe, butfalo, 
eland, and other varieties of large and interesting game 
to be found in those seeluded regions. Before removing 
from my present encampment I had another hanl day 
among the sharp rocks and wait-a-bit ihums to the 
northward of the Vaal, when I fell in with a troop of 
about twelve young ostriches, which were not much larger 
than guinea-fowls, I was amused to see the mother 
endeavour to lead us away exactly like ii wild duck, 
spreading out and drooping her wings, and throwing her- 
self down on the ground before ua as if wounded, while 
the eock bird cunningly led the browi away in an i>p|>o- 
site direction. 

On the afternoon of the 3rd of February we inspanned, 
and retraced our steja to the drift, which we reached in 
the dark : I however crossed the river and encamped on 
the opposite bank. On the following ilay I marched to a 
email kraal of Griquas, in hope of obtaining some com. 
Our march was a heavy one, through a sandy i-ountry 
adorned in parts with very ancient-looking, picturesque 
trees of the '* cameel-dora " species. From tfie site of 
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these kraals 1 obtained a distant view of both Uic \ iial uiid 
Orange River. I Found these Griqiias very iin|X)rtiuiate, 
flocking round my waggons and begging for te:i, coitee, 
tobacco, gunpowder, &c. Some of these ruffians fonned 
a plot to make me give up the Bushboy who had entered 
my service, but, on my threatemng them with the ven- 
geance of Government if they interfered with any men in 
my service, they relinquished the idea. On the morrow 
it waa ascertained that the oxen, having missed the foun- 
tain, had wandered very far in searcli of water : they were 
recovered ranre llian lialf way back to the Vaal River. I 
purchased eight " emirs " or raeaanrea of wheat from one 
of the Griquas, and also a couple of gnats for slaughter. 
In the alteruoon we inspanued, aud trekked to " Stink 
Vonteyu," already mentioned. On the march I shot a large 
hawk, a species of buzzard, with ball, and also a steinbok, 
at a hundred and sixty yards. On the following nmru- 
iog tlie Noraaqua partridges, which eveiy moniiug and 
evening visit the vleys and fountains in large coveys for 
the purpose of drinking, mustered in great force at " Stink 
V'onteyn." Of these birds 1 have met with tliree varieties. 
They are abundant wherever extensive open sandy dia- 
tricte occur, as far as I have penetrated into Southern 
Afi^ca. By watching the flight of these birds in the 
mornings and evenings I have discovered the foimtaina in 
tlie desert, when unassisted aud forsaken by the natives. 
As tliey fly they repeatedly utter a soft melodious cry, 
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rfftembl'mg the words "pretty, pretty dear." They are 
excellent eatiug, and a person eo disposed, by mounting a 
pair of shot-barreld, might, any morning or evening, secure 
n large bag of them. 

In the forenoon I observed the base of au extcn^ve 
range of hills to the northward concealed for miles, as if I 
by thick clouds or mist, which steadily advanced towards 
us, holding a southerly course. This was a flight of i 
eoimtleaa myriads of locusts, in my opinion one of the 
most remarkable phenomena that a traveller can behold. 
They resembled very much a fall of snow, when it gently 
descends in large light flakes. The sound caused by their 
wings reminded me of the rustling of the summer breeze 
among the trees of the forest. In the afternoon I hunted 
in a mountain range to tliu westward of tlie saltpan, 
named by the Boers and Bastards " ijautpan's herg ;" 
and in tiie evening I visited the old Bushman's hut, 
whom I found at home with a litter of very small 
Butih-children : these lie signified to me were his grand- 
ciiildren. I lay down to sleep beneath au aged mimosa 
in tlieir vicinity, aud about midnight the wind set in 
from off the Southern Ocean, and, having no covering hut 
my aliirt, I felt it piercingly cold. Sleep was out of the 
question, and I was right glad when I heard the sparrow'g 
chirp announcing the dawn of day. Notwittiatanding 
tlieee nocturnal exposures, my health since leaving my 
regiment had been perfect — not a twitcli of rheumatism, 1 



a complaint from vhich I suffered wiiiie in India, althoiigli 
I had ceased to wear flannel, whit-li I had previously done 
for years : I can therefore eonfidently recommend thi" 
country to those tliat suffer from that most grievous afilic- 
tion. Colds, coughs, and sore throats are of rai-e occur- 
rence ; and scientific persons, in whose opinions I can place 
the utmost reliance, have informed me that tlie frontier 
districts of the colony, and still more the remoter distiicte 
to the northward, are the finest in the world for persons 
labouring mider any pulmonary complaint. At times I 
felt very lonely when I returned to camp for want of some 
old companion to welcome me and discuss with me in the 
eveiunga, over my gipsy fire, tlie adventures and incidents 
of the day : in general, however, when the sport was good 
I enjoyed excellent spirits. 

On reaching my waggons I breakfasted, tifter which 
we inepanned and trekked east along a very rarely 
trodden old waggon-track, making for a small fountain 
dtuated on the borders of a large pan, whidi lay iu a 
broad boUow in the centre of an extensive open tract of 
undulating country. Here the entire country was of a 
soft sandy character, and utterly uninhabited ; the plains 
were covered with long rough heath and other low 
scrubby bushes, intermingled witli much sweet grass. 
Ranges of hills of goodly height and considerahle extent 
intersected the plauis, and bounded the view at various 
distances on every side. Ancient forests of picturesque 
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and veaerable minioaas, interspersed with high grey-leaved 
busliea, detached and in groui»s, stretched along thu bases 
of these mountaJD-rangcfi, their breadth extending about 
a mile into the smrounding extensive campaign country. 
We reached the small fountain in the dark, our road 
leading through llie saltpan, where we halted for an hour, 
for the purpose of collecting salt. We had little difficulty 
in filling two lai^e sacks witli it. 

The next day, as wc crossed a vast plain, a flight of 
locusts pnsscd over our heads during upwards of half an 
liour, flying so thick as to darken the sun ; they reached 
in dense clouds as far as we couhi see, and maintained 
an elevation of from «x to tlirec or four hundred feet 
above the level of tlie plain. Woe to the vegetation 
of the country on which tlicy alight I In the after- 
noon two mounted Boers were obser>'ed leading a spare 
horse, and following on our track. Wliile they were 
yet afar off, Ruyter, the little Bushboy, recognised 
thcni as old acquaintances, and pronounced one of them 
to be the brother of the master from whom he had 
absconded. I at once guessed the object of their visit, 
and wjia right in my conjecture. By some clue they had 
ascertained that the hoy was in uiy possession, and were 
now following me in the hope of recovering him. Ac- 
cordingly, when they rode up and requested me to halt 
the waggons for a conference, I received them very 
gruffly, and replied, that, the watit being distant, I had 
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uo time tar conferences until I ehnuld arrive there. 
Having repeated their request, and finding that I paid 
them no regard, they took up a position in the rear, and 
followed my waggons to the halting-place. Here they 
began to pester me with a long yam concerning their 
claims to the Buehboy, when I stopped their pratlngs by 
ordering them to drop the subject, promising them a 
hearing in the morning ; and having directed my people 
to place refreshments before the Boer«, 1 wished them 
good night, and retired. 

On the following morning they renewed tlicir impor- 
tunities, stating many things which I knew to be feJse ; 
upon which I Informed them that the naUon to which I 
belonged was averse to slavery, and that I could not think 
of acceding to their demand. They then saddled up, and 
departed as wise as they had come, telling me that the 
matter should not rest there. The little Bushman seemed 
highly amused with the whole proceeding ; and as the 
Boers mounted their steeds and rode away, leading the 
spare horse, he shrieked with delight, csclaimiug in I^w 
Dutch, " Yah, yilla forfluxta Boera, yilla had de chad- 
achta me te chra, mar ik heb noo a ghroote baas, dat sail 
yilla neuk ;" signifying " Yea, you worthless Boers, 
you thought to get hold of me ; but I have now a great 
master, who will serve you out," The Boers having de- 
parted, and my oxen and horses having effaced all original 
traces around the fountain, I described a circle a Uttle 
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ilisttince from it to ascertam if it waa much frequented. 
This is the raiuuier in which spoor should at all times be 
souglit for. I found a tolerable abundance of the spoor 
of various wild animals, aud I therefore resolved to remmn 
here some days for ihc purpose of hunting. I removed 
my waggons to an adjacent liollow, where I drew thera up 
entirely concealed from view, and tlien constructed a shoot- 
ing-hole beside the fountain, where for several moruings, 
at early dawn, I shot hartebeeats as they came to drink. 

On the morning of the 12th I rode north-east with 
attendants, and after proceeding several miles through an 
open country we entered a beautiful forest of cameffl- 
dom trees, and rode along beneath a range of steep rocky 
hills. The country gave me the idea of extreme an- 
tiquity, where the hand of man had wrought no change 
since the Creation. In a finely-wooded broad valley or 
o)>ening among the hills, we fell in with a magnificent 
herd of about sixty blue wildebeests. As tliey cantered 
across the grassy sward, tossing their fierce-looking, pon- 
derous heads, their sh:tgg)' manes and long, black, busliy 
tails streaming in the breeze, they presented an appear- 
ance at once striking and imposing ; and to a stranger 
they conveyed rather the idea of buffaloes than anything 
In-longing to the antelope tribe, to which, indeed, wilde- 
beests, both black and white, are but remotely allied, 
notwithstanding the classification of naturalists. 

About midniglit on the 16th, weary with tossng on 
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my restleffi caacb, 1 arose, and taking my two-grooved 
rifle, a pillow, and a blanket, I held for my shooting-hole 
befflde the fountain. 'Hie remainder of the night was very 
cool, with a southerly breeze. At dawn I looked from 
my hole, and, seeing no game approaching, I rolled my 
blanket tight around me and tried to sleep. In thb 
manner I liad lain for about half an hour, when I was 
suddenly startled by a lai^e lieavy animal galloping past 
witliin ax feet oF me. I at ouce knew that it must be 
either some beast which bad been coming to drink and 
had got my wind, or one huiitei), wliicii, aecorcling to the 
custom of deer and the lai^er antelopes, had rushed for 
refage to the water in its distress. In the latter con- 
jecture I was right ; for, on cautiously peeping through 
the stones which surrounded my hole, I had the pleasure 
to behold a fine bull brindled gnoo daah into the waters 
of the fountain within forty yards of me, aiid stand at 
bay. followed by four tearing, fiertro-looking wild dogs. 
All the four bad their heads and shoulders covered with 
blood, and looked savage in the extreme. They seemed 
quite confident of success, and came leisurely up to the 
bull, passing within a few yanls of me, their eyes glisten- 
ing with ferorious glee. 

My anxiety to possess this fine old bull, and also a 
specimen of the wild dog, prevented my waiting to see 
more of the fun. I deliberated for a few seconds whether 
I would shoot the bull first or one of the hounds, and 
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ended by shooting the gnoo and the lai^est hound right i 
and left. The hull, on receiving the ball, bounded out of J 
tlie fountain ; but suddenly wheeling about, he re-entered I 
it, and, 8tag<Teriiig violently for a moment, subsided i 
in its waters. The hound got the bullet through 1 
heart, and, springing forward from his comrades, instantly 
measured his length upon tlie gravel, I then quicklf 
reloaded my rifle, lying on my side— a proceeding whichiJ 
I may inform those who have not yet tried it, is ratherJ 
difficult to accomplish. Wiulst I was thus occupied 1 
the three remaining hounds reluctantly withdrew, and I 
described a semicircle to leeward of me for the pur- J 
pose of obtaining my wind and more correctly ascertain- J 
ing the cause of their discomfiture. Having loaded, 
re-opene<] my fire, and wounded another, when they a 
made off. 

I could not help feeling very reluctant to fire at the 1 
jolly hounds. The whole affair reminded me so veiy l 
forcibly of many gallant courses I had enjoyed in the | 
Scottish deer forests with my own noble deer-hounds, that ] 
I could not divest myself of the idea that those now l»efore 
me deserved a better recompense for the masterly manner 
in which they were pursuing their desperate game. 
One hound in particular bore a strong expression i 
old Factor in his fac*, a trusty stag-hound bred by royseli^ 
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Oscar and Luath, were perhaps little inferior either in 
speed or prowess to those hmed in aadent song.' 

' The wild dogs, or " witde honden," ai they are termed by Iho 
Dutch BoeiB, ub still sbuudknt in the precincU of the Cape culony, 
and are met with in great niuDben tbraogbDut the mtenor. TheMi 
an in"!* invariably hunt tt^t^er in large organized packs, varying 
in number fraro ten to sixty, and by their extraordinary powers of 
eodnimnoe, and nwde of mntoal aasixtanc^, they are enabled to run 
into the awiflest, or overcome the largest and moat jowerful ante* 
lope. 1 have never heard of their attacking the bu&lo, and I 
believe that the animal paraued in the present instance is the 
largest to which they g;ive battle. Their pace is a long never-tiring 
gallop, and in the chase they relieve one another, the leading 
hounds falling to the rear when fatigued, n-hen otheia, who liare 
been bnibaadiag their itrength, oome up md relieve them. Having 
succeeded in bringing their quarry to bay, they all surround him, 
uid he is inmiedintely draggbl to the ground, and iu a few miDUtei 
lorn to ['ieces and consumed. They are of a bold and daring dis- 
liosilion, and do not entertain much fear of man, evincing leas 
ooDCcm on hi« appruach than any other caniivoroua anintal with 
which 1 am acquainted. On disturbii^g a pack, they liot leisurely 
along before the intruder, rejieatedly halting and looking back 
at him. The female* bring forth their young in large boles, in 
desolate open plains. These burrows are oonnectod with one 
another underground. When a troop of wild dogs frequenting 
thete boles observe a man approaching, they do not, as might be 
■uppoaed, take shelter in the holes, but, rather trusting to their 
speed, they rush forth, even though the intruder should be close 
upon them, and retreat acrutia the )>laiii, the young ones, unless 
very weak, accuni]nnying them The devs^taljon occasioned by 
them Simoiig the flooka of the jioBtoml Ihitch Boers is inconceivable. 
It constantly happens that when the careless shepherdu leave their 
charge, in quest of honey or other amusement, a jiauk of these 
maranden cornea acroas the defenceless fluck. A sanguinary 
nuuaacre in such cases invariably ensuee, and incredible numbets 
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Having suninioned my men, and with considerable 
diffifiilty dragged the ponderous carcase of the old bull 
out of the water, we found that he had been cruelly ^ 
lacerated by the hounds. It appeared to me tliat they haA J 
endeavoured to hamstring hira. His hind legB, haunrlieB, 
and Ix'lly were dreadfully torn ; he had lost half his tail, and , 



of sh«e|> toe killod uiil wminded. The voracious pock, not raiii* j 
tented with killing u many as they con cut, follow resolutely ] 
on, tcsnng luul mangUug all that come niliiin tlieir readi. Thair 1 
voice eooxisla of tliree liifTerent kiiiilH of itv, ench beiiig used oa J 
sjiccisl occasiouH. One of these cries is a ahaqi angry liark, iwuaUy J 
uttered when they suddenly Imholil an oliject which they canDol 
nunke out. Another rssemhles a number of monkeyi chattciing 
leather, or men conversing while Iheir teeth are chattering 
Tiolently from c^ld. This cry la emitted at night when Itu^ 
numbere of them are together, and they are excited by any particular j 
occurrence, sncU aa being barked at by domestic dogs. Ilie iiatA 1 
cry, and the one moat commonly uttered by them, is a sort of 
rallying note to bring the various meml<pni of the jmck together 
when they have been acatlercd in following several iodividiiala 
of a troop of antelopea. It is a {leculinrly soft nielodiouB cry, 
yet, neverthelcHH, it may be djatin^iiahed at a grenl diat 
very niuch resembles the aeoond note uttered by the cuckoo whiobl 
visits our ialauds during the summer months, and, when heard iol 
a calm morning uclioing through the distant woodlaiulu, it 
very pleasing effect. They tn»t all domestic dogs, however 
and fierce, with tlie titmoat scom, wuting lo receive their altockj-^ 
and then, clanishly asajsting one another, they generally rend tbeni 
in [uecea. The domeatic dogs most cordially reciprocate their ant- 
moaity, and abhor their veiy voioea, at what distance Boever heard, 
oven more than that of the lion, starting to their feet, and angrilj' 
barking for hours. This intcrealing (hough destniolive animal 
aaems to form iLo connecting link between the wolf aud the hya:'na. 
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was otherwise mutilated. Poor old bull ! I coiild not help 
ooraraiserating hia fate. It is melancholy to reflect that, 
in accordance with the laws of nature, ^uch scenes of pain 
must ever be occurring ; one species, whether inhabiting 
earth, air, or ocean, being produced to become the prej 
of another. At night I watched tlie water, with foiriah 
moonlight, and shot a large spotted hyiena- 

I continued here hunting harteheests until the 21st, 
when I inspanncd at an early hour and trekked due east 
till sundown, when I halted near a small fountain of tine 
water, having performed a march of about twenty-five 
miles. Our road lay through a wild uninhabited country, 
producing sweet grass in abundance, but destitute of water. 
On the morning of the 22nd, having breakfasted, I rode 
Bouth-weat, with after- riders, and found the game abundant, 
but wild and shy, having been recently hunted by Boers. 
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The lliet River — Nomade Boer Encamrmenls — Surly Recopt ion 
at B Boer's Fsnn — Lion* Hlatn by Ihe Boers — Cowardice of 
the Boers in Lton Hunting — Kumours uf War between the 
Boera and Griquaa — The Mimge of the Plains — HabiU of 
the Blesbok — A knowing old Hog — A Snake under mf | 
Pillow — A Troop of Wild Dogs come upon me at night ii 
Shooting-hoie — Tlie Hoar of Lioos — Curious Facts concerning 



We inspanned before the dawn of day on the 23rd of 
February, and after steering east and by north for a distance ' 
of about twelve miles we found ourselves on the southern 
bank of the Riet river, where we flutspanncd. Along the 
banks, both ahove and billow me, several families of the 
nomade Boere were encamped with their tents and wag- 
gons. Their overgrown floclis and herds were grazing 
on the plains and grassy hill-sides around. Five of these 
Boers presently came up to my waggons, and drank 
coffee with me. They seemed much amused with the 
detiub of my sporting adventures, which I was now able 
to pve them in broken Dutch, in wliicb language, from 
lately hearing no other spoken, I was daily becoming more 
proficient. On learning that I had not as yet enjoyed any 
blesbok shooting, they said they were certain I should be 
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<lelight«l with the sport. The borders of the country 
inhabited by the blesboks they stated t« be about four days 
distant in a north-easterly direction, and that on reaching 
it I ahould fall in with those antelopes in countleae herds, 
along with black wildebeest, springbok, and other game. 
TTie Boers supplied me liberally with milk. In the height 
of the day we all bathed in the Klet river, and in the 
afternoon I continued my journey eastward. 'Die breadth 
of the Riet river here is about tliirty yards. It rises 
about one hundrL-d miles to the eastward, and, fion-ing 
westerly, joins the Vaal river opposite Campbell's dorp. 

On the third day after making the Riet river we crosstid 
below a very picturesque waterfall, and resumed our 
march along its northern bank. The day was cool and 
pleasant, the sky overcast ; the hot days of summer were 
now past, and the weather was most enjoyable. Con- 
tinuing my inarch in the afternoon, I left the Riet river 
on my right, and held on through an open sandy country 
richly covered with abundance of sweet grass, and inter- 
sected by mountain ranges of very con!^iderablc extent. 
At sunset I encamped beside a Boer's farm, who received 
me hospitably, and asked me to dine with him. During 
dinner, according to the custom of the Boers, he pestered 
me with a thousand questions, such as. What was my 
nation ? Where was I from ? Wbere was I bound for ? 
Why I travelled about alone in such a manner? Where 
was my farm ? Were my father and mother living ? 
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How many brothers anJ sisters I had ? Waa I married ? 
And had I never been married in the whole course of j 
my life? On my replying in the negative to this last I 
question, the Boer aeenied petrified with astonishment, 
and the family gazed at one anotlier in utter amaze- 
ment. On the farm was a fine specimen of the African | 
wild boar, which was perfectly tame, aud took vegetables | 
from the hands of the children. On the following day 
I performed two long marches, and again halted on the | 
farm of a Boer, whose name was Potcheter. I found tliii J 
man particularly bitter against the Government. On my | 
going up to him to inquire where I should outspan, he I 
was very siirly, and would scarcely deign to spcuk to me. I 
Of this, however, I took no notice, hut took the liberty I 
of informing him that when I had outfpanned I should i 
come up to the house and make the aaiuaintance of Mrs. j 
Potcheter. As I wheeled about and walked away from 
him, I overhead him remark to three other grutF-looking 
Bticrs who stood beside him that 1 was "a verdomd j 
Englishman." 

Notwithstanding this cold reception, ou reluming to j 
the house I soon mauagcd to get inl<i their good graces, , 
and took dinner with them. l>uring dinner the conver- I 
sation turned on politics, when a. keen discu^ion arote 
concerning the present administraUon of the govcrDment. i 
This being at all times a disagreeable subject, 1 thought 
it time to cliange the conversation to sporting subjcrts, 
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ill which t)i<! Boers aluays take intense interest. I accord- 
ingly mentioned lo one of the young ladies wlio eat next 
to me, that I had in my waggon a large work containing 
eugravinga of all the most interesting animals in tbe 
world ; on which she instantly expressed a strong deare 
to see it. I then produced my ' Museum of Animated 
Nature,' which never failed to enchant the Boers, and it 
put an end to all political discussions ; shooting and wild 
animalB engrossing the conversation during the rest of 
tbe evening. These Boers informed me that I should see 
herds of blesboks on the following day. Tljey also stated 
that lions frequented the bushy mumitain ranges which 
look down upon the plmns frequented by the blesboks, 
and they mentioned that a considerable party of Boers 
had mustered that day upon a farm a few miles in ad-' 
vance, to hunt a troop of lions which had killed some horses 
on the preceding day. From the conversation which I 
overheard among themselves, I learnt that a war was 
brewing between the emigrant Boers ou the northern 
bank of the Orange River, and the Bastard and Griqna 
tribes. The rumour of this war threw my followers, who 
also heard the news from the servants of the Boers, into 
a state of great alarm. I resolved, however, that my 
movements should not be influenced by these reports. 

At an early hour on the following morning a young 
Boer rode up to the farm, and informed us tliat the party 
who had been lion-hunting on the preceding day luid 
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bagged two fine lions, a male and female. As the farm 
lay directly in my line of marcli, I mounted Colesbcrg, 
and, directing my followers to follow with the waggons, I 
rode hanl for the farm, to Inspect the noble game. Oo I 
my way thither I met a horse-waggon, drawn by eight ] 
horses, containing some of the party who had mustfred 
for the battue. Arriving on the farm, I found the lioa , 
and lioness laid out on the grass in front of the house, 
and the Boers' Hottentots busy ekinning them. Both , 
lions were riddled with balls, and their heads were shot 
all to pieces. This is generally the way in which the 1 
Boers serve tlieir liona after thoy have killed them, fearing j 
to approach, though dead, until they have expended 
a further supply of ammunition. A Hottentot is then 
ordered to approach and throw a stone at him ; the Bocra ] 
then ask if he is dead, and on tlie Hottentot replying i 
" Like so, baas," he is ordered to pull him by the tail 
before the hunters will venture tu approach. My little 1 
Bushman informed me that he had often been out lion- ] 
hunting during his captivity with the Boers. On one 1 
of these occasions a Boer, who had dismounted from 1 
his horse to fire, was dashed to the ground by the licHi 
before he could regain his saddle. The brute, how- 
ever, did not injure him, but merely stood over him, I 
lashing his tail, and growling at the rest of the party, 
who had galloped to a distance in the utmost cnnster- J 
nation, and, instead of approaching within easy shot 1 




of the lion, to the rescue of their comrade, opened their 
fire upon Iiim from a great distance, the consequence of 
which sportaraanlike proceeding was, that they missed 
the lion, and shot tlicir comrade dead on the spot, Tlie 
lion presently retreated, and, none daring to follow him, 
he escaped. 

The Boer on whose fann I had arrived was a tall, 
powerful, manly-looking fellow. lie informed me that he 
was a Dane. He was in great distress ahout two favourite: 
dogs which the lions had killed during the attack on 
the preceding day. Three more were badly wounded, 
and their recovery seemed doubtful. He confirmed the 
reports of an impending war between the Boers and 
Griquas, which I had previously heard, and he asked me 
if I was not afraid, in times of war, to remain hunting, 
with only a. few followers, in the wilderness. Being 
iinxious to commence my operations against the bleshoks, 
I resumed my march shortly after mid-day. On taking 
leave, the Dane presented me with some meal and a couple 
of loaves of bread, a luxury to which I had been an utter 
stranger for many months, and which, together with vege- 
tables, I may further add, I hardly ever tasted during the five 
hunting expeditions which I performed in Southern Afiioa. 
Another short march in a north-easterly direction brought 
me to the western borders of the boundless regions inha- 
bited by the blesboks. I drew up my waggons beside a 
vley of rain-water, m open country, the plidns before me 
i3 
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hiring adorneU with herds of black wildebeest, springbok 
and blesbok. 

I had now reached the borders of a country differing fl 
entirely from any I bad hitherto seen. The eweet graM)-] 
which had heretofore been bo abundant, became very I 
scarce, being aucceeded by short, crisp, sour pasturage, 
wliieh my cattle and horses refused to eat. A supply 1 
of forage for these, however, could generally be obtained I 
by driving them t« the stony hillocks and rocky moun- I 
tain ranges which at various distances from one anothei 
intefBccted the campaign country. The plains were finn I 
and bard, and admirably suited for riding ; they were I 
paahired short and bare by tlie endless herds of game "I 
which from time immemorial had held possession of 1 
these extensive domains. Although intersected occasi 
ally by mountain ranges, tliesc plains often extend to J 
amazing distances, without any landmark to break tlie I 
monotony of their boundless and ocean-like expanse. At l 
other tijnes the eye is relieved by one or more abrupt 
pyramidal or cone-shaped bills, which serve as a land- 
mark to the huntiir, whereby to regain Ids encampment 
afWr the excitement of the chase. 

When the sun is powerful, which it is during tlie greater I 
part of the year, an enduring mirage dances on the plain 
wherever the hunter turns his bewildered eyes. Thii 
mirage restricts the range of vision to a very moderate I 
distance, and is very prejudicial to correct rifle-shooting. 




CoAF. IX. MIRAGE — HABITAT OF THE BLESBOK. 



The effect itioiuccd by this optical illusion is remarkable : 
hills and herds of game often appear as if suspended in 
mid-iiir. Dry and suu-bukcd vleys, or pans covered witli 
a cryBtallized efflorescence, constantly delude the tbirety 
traveller with the prospect of water ; and more than once 
I have ridden towards a couple of springboks, magmfied a 
hundred -fold, which I had mistaken for tbe white tilts of 
my waggons. This vast tract of bare, sour pasturage, 
which is peculiarly the inheritance of tlie black wildebeest, 
the springbok, and the blesbok, but more particularly of 
the latter, occupies a central position, as it were, in 
Southera Africa. On the west of my present encamp- 
ment, as far as tlie shores of the Soutli Atlantic Ocean, 
no blesboks are to be found. Neither do they extend 
to the northwanl of the latitude of the river Molopo, in 
25° 30', of which I sliall ^t a future period make mention, 
although their herds frequent the plains along its southern 
bank. To the south a few small herds are atill to be 
found within the colony, but their head-quarters is to the 
northward of the Orange River ; whence they extend m an 
easterly direction throughout all the vast plains situated 
10 tlie west of tlie Witbergen range. 

The blesbok, in Iiia manners and habits, very much 
resembles the springbok, which, however, it greatly ex- 
ceeds in size, being as large as an English fallow-deer. 
It is one of the true antelopes, and all its movements and 
paces partake of the grace and elegance peculiar to that 
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epedee. Its colour is similar to that of the aasBayby, 
its skin being beautifully painted with every shade of ] 
purple, violet, and brown. Ifa belly is of the purest 
white, and a broad white band, or "blaze," adorns the 
entire length of its face. Blcsboks differ from spring- 
boks in the determined and invariable manner in which 
they scour the plains, right in ibc wind's eye, and also 
in the manner in which they carry their noses close 
along the ground. Throughout thi; greater part of the 
year they are very wary and dlfficrult of approach, but , 
more especially when the does have young ones. At that 
season, when one herd is disturbed, and takes away up { 
the wind, every other herd in view follows tliem ; and the 
alarm extending for miles and miles down tlie wind, to 
endless herds beyond the Tision of the hunter, a continued 
stream of blesboks may often be seen scouring up wind 
for upwards of an hour, and covering the landscape aa i 
far as the eye can see. Tbe springboks, which in equal * 
numbers frequent the same ground, do not in general 
adopt the same decided course as tlie blesboks, but rakp 
away in every direction across the plains, gomctimes with 
flying bounds, beautifully exhibiting tiic long, snowy- 
white hair wilh which their backs are adorned, and at 
others walking slowly and carelessly out of the hunter's 
way, scarcely deigning to look at him, with an air of 
perfect independence, as if aware of their own match- 
lees speed. 



■. IX. DABITS OF BI.ESBOK AND WILDEBEEST. 
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Tlie black w Udtbeesls which also thickly cover the 
entire length ami breadth of the bleabok (ountry, in 
herds averaging from twenty to fifty, have no regular 

rse, like tlie bleaboka. Uoless driven by a large field 
of hunters, they do not leave their ground, although dis- 
turbed. Wlieeling about in endless circles, and per- 
forming the most extraordinary variety of intiicate evo- 
lutions, the shaggy herda of these eccentric and fierce- 
looking animals are for ever capering and gamlulling 
round the hunter on every aide. While he is riding 
hard to obtain a family shot of a herd in front of him, 
other herds are clmr^ng down wind on his right and 
left, and, having described a number of circular raovi-- 
ments, tliey take up positiims upon the very ground 
across which the hunter rode only a few minutes before. 
Singly, and in small troops of four or five individuals, 
the old bull wildebeests may be seen stationed at intervals 
throughout the plains, slandiag motionless during a whole 
forenoon, coolly watching with a philosophic eye tht- 
movements of tl)e other game, eternally uttering a loud 
snorting noi^e, and also a short, sharp cry which is pecu- 
liar to them. AMien the hunter approaches these old 
bulls, they commence whisking their long white tails in a 
most eccentric manner ; then springing suddenly into the 
air, they begin prancing and cajiering, and pursue each 
Otiier in circles at their utmost speed. Suddenly they 

pull up together, to overhaul the intruder, when two 
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of the bulls will often commence fighting in the most 
violeat manner, dropping on their knees at every shock; 
then quickly wheeling about, they kick up their heels, 
whirl tlieir tails with a fantastic flourish, and scour across 
the plain enveloped in a cloud of dust. 

Throughout the greater part of tlie plains frequented 
by blesboks, numbers of the sun-baked hills or mounds 
of clay formed by the white ants occur. The average 
height of the ant-lulls, in these districts, is from two to 
three feet. They are generally distant from one another 
from one to three hundred yards, being more or less 
thickly placed in different parts. These ant-hills are of 
the greatest service to the hunter, enabling hun with 
facility to conceal himself on the otherwise open plain. 
By means of them I was enabled to hide, and select nut 
of the herds the bucks and bulls carrying tlie finest heads, 
for my collection. 

On the 28tli, having breakfasted, I rode forth with two 
after-riders, to try for blesboks, and took up positions on 
the plain, lying flat on my breast behind ant-hills, wliile 
my after-riders, one of whom led my horse, endeavoured 
to move them towards me. We found the blcslioke 
abundant, but extremely wary. I wounded several, but 
did not bag one. I however shot two springboks, which 
were fat, and whose flesh we stood much in need of. I 
had several chances of wildebeests, but I had resolved 
not to fire at them. 



BLESBOK-HnSTreC. 



Tlie following day was tho 1st of March. After an 
early breakfast I again took the field, witli my after-ridera 
and a spare horse. There was thunder and lightning on 
all sides, and I expected the day would set in wet : it all 
passed over, however, with a few showers, and tlie weather 
was delightfully cool. I lay behind ant-hilk, while my 
men, extending to the right and left, endeavoured to drive 
the game towards me. Late in the day I bagged a fine 
old blesbok : it was a family shot, running at two hundred 
yards. I also shot a springbok, and mortally wounded 
another ; both were very long shots. 

ITie blesbok is one of tlie Bnest antelopes in the world, 
and is allowed to be the swift«et buck in Africa, He, 
nevertheless, attains very high condition, and at this 
period was exceedingly fat. I was surprised and de- 
lighted with the exquisite manner in which his beautiful 
colours are blended together. Nothiug can exceed the 
beauty of this animal. I-ike most other Afiican ante- 
lopes, his skin emitted a most dehcious and powerful 
perfume of flowers and sweet-smelling herbs. A secre- 
tion issues firom between his hoofs, which has likewise a 
pleasing perfume. 

The 3rd was a charmingly cool day. At an early 
hour in the morning 1 was vi^ted by a party of Boers, 
some of whom I had previously met. They were pro- 
ceeding to hunt wildebeest and blesbok, and were mounted 
on mares, each of which was followed by a foal. TTiey 
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requested me to join Uiem in their " jag," but I ex- 
cused myself, preferring to hunt iilone. Having partaken 
largely of my eofibe, the Boere mounted their mares 
and departed, holding a south-easterly course. As soon 
as they were out of sight I saddled up, and ro<Ie north, 
with two after-ridcra, to try for blesboks. I found the 
country estroraely pleasant to ride on. It resembled a 
well-kept lawn. Troops of graceful springbok aud blesbok 
were to be seen cantering right and left, and large herds 
of black wildebeests in every direction, now charging and 
capering, and now recomioitring. I took up portions on 
the plain behind the ant-hills. In the forenoon I wounded 
one blesbok, and late in the day I made a fine double shot, 
knot^king over two old bleslmka right and left, at a hundred 
and a hundred and fifty yards. I also shot one springlrak. 
While " gralloching " a buck, one of tlie Boers rode up 
to me to say that his brother had wounded a wildebeest 
which stood at bay on the plain ; and his ammunitioa 
being expended, he would feel obliged by my coming to his 
assistance. I accordingly accompanied the Boer to where 
hia brother stood sentry over the wounded bull, when I lent 
him my rifle, with which he 6nuilied liis bull with a bullet 
in the forehead. 

On the following day I hunted to the nortli-east of my 
camp, and made a fine shot at a blesbok, knocking bim over 
at a hundred and Gfty yards. Returning to camp in a low- 
lying grassy vley, I started a herd of " vlacke varcke," or 
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tt ild hogs. The herd consisted of seven half-gi-own young 
ones and three old ones, one of which carried a ptdr of 
enormous tusks, projecting eight or nine inches bejond 
his lip. Being well mounted and the ground favourable, 
I at once gave chase, and was soon at their heels. My 
horse was " The Grey." I selected the old boar for ray 
prey, and immediately separated him from his comrades. 
After two miles of sharp galloping, we commenced 
ascending a considerable acclivity, when I managed to 
close with liim, and succeeded in turning liis head towards 
my camp. He now reduced his pace to a trot, and re- 
garded me with a most malicious eye, bis mouth a 
mass of foam. lie was entirely in my power, aa I bad 
only to spring from ray hors<! and bowl him over. I 
felt certain of liira, but repolved not to shoot as long 
as his course lay in the direction of the waggons. At 
length, surprised at the resolute mamier in which he hetil 
for my camp, I headed him ; when, to ray astonishment, 
he did not in the slightest swerve from his course, but 
trotted along behind my horse like a dog following me. 
This at once roused my suspicions, and I felt certain that 
the cunning old fellow was making for some retreat, so 
I resolved to dismount and finish him. Just, however, as 
I had come to this resolution, I suddenly found myself In 
a labyrinth of enorraous boles, tlie burrows of the ant bear. 
In front of one of these the wild boar pulled up, and charging 
stem foremost into it disappeared from my disappointed eyes. 
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and I saw him no more. I rode home for my men ; and ' 
returning, we collected grass and bushee and endeavoured | 
to smoke him out, Imt without success. 

On the 7th we inspanned at dawn of day, and trekked 
east about ten miles, encamping beside a small isolated 
farmhouse, which had been lately vacated by some Boer 
owing to the impending war with the Griijuae. Here we 
found plenty of old cow-dung for fuel —an article which, ' 
throughout the whole of the blesbok country, is very scarce, ' 
there often being great difficulty in obtaining sufficient fuel 
to boil the kettle for coffee. Beade the farmhouse were I 
two strong springs of excellent water, in which cresses 
flourished. Game was aliundaut on all sides ; wildebeests | 
and springboks pasturing witliin a few hundred yards 
of the door as we drove up. Below the fountains was a 
small garden, in which I found a welcome sup|Jy of onions 
and other vegetables. 

On the liith I bagged two bull wildebeests and two 
springboks to the northward of my camp. In the evening 
I took my pillow and " komlwrse," or skin blanket, to the 
margin of a neighboiu"uig vley, where I liad observed 
doe blesboks drink. Of tliese 1 had not yet secured a 
single specimen, wliich I was very anxious to do, as tliey 
likewise carry fine horns, which, tliough not so thick as 
those of the males, are more gracefully formed. Sliortljf 
after I had lain down, two porcupines came grunting up 
to me, and stood withiu six feet of where I lay. About 
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midniglit an old wildebeest came and &U>wi within ten 
yards of me, but I was too \Azy to lire at him. All uight 
I heanl some creature moving In tlie cracked earth be- 
neath my pillow ; but, believing it to be a mouse, I did 
not feel much concerned about tlie matter. I could not, 
however, divest myself of a painful feeling that it might 
be a snake, and wrapped my blanket tight round my body. 
Awaking at au early hour the following morning, I forgot 
to look fur the tJ^nant who liad epent the night heneatli 
my pillow. No blesbok appearing, I stalked an old 
springbok tlirough the rushes and shut him. Having 
concealed him, I held for camp, and despatched two men 
to bring home the veuison and my bedding. 

A\Tiile taking my breakfast I observed my men return- 
ing, one of tliem carrying a very large and deadly serpent. 
I at once felt certain it was he that I liad heard tlie 
previous night beneath my pillow j and on asking tliem 
where they had killed It, they replied " In your bed." 
On approaching the bedding, they had discovered the liorrid 
reptile sunning itself on the edge of my blanket, until on 
perceiving them it glided In beneatli it. It was a lai^ 
specimen of the black variety of the puff adder, one of the 
most poisonous seriwnta of Africa, death ensuing witliiii 
an hour after its bite. 

On the 1 5th I had a very good day's sport. As the day 
dawned I peeped from my hole, and saw troops of bleeboks 

ding on every side of me, but none came within rani 
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an hour another troop of wildebeests came and stood 
3nufiin°: on the spot where he had fallen. I fired, and a 
fine old bull received the ball in the shoulder, and ' 
bounding forward one hundred yards rolled over in tl» 
duet. In about an hour a third troop of wildebeeata ' 
came and stood within thirty yards of me. At one of \ 
these I let fiy, and heard the ball crack loudly on bia 
shoulder. 

On the 16th I hunted on thepldns to the north-ejist, 
killing one springbok, and at night I watched the distant 
vley to the northward of my camp, and got a fright 
wluch I shall remember to my dying day. Soon after the 
moon rose, a troop of wildebeests came within range ; at 
one of these I fired, and he dropped to the shot, the IkiII 
passing through the spine. A little after this I discharged 
my other barrel at a large spotted hysna, and tlien I 
retimicd my rifle to its holster without loading either 
barrel, and presently I was asleep. 

I had not slept long when my light dreams were in- 
fluenced by strange soimds. I dreamt that lions were 
rushing about in qmat of me, and, the sounds increasing, 
I awoke with a sudden start, uttering a loud shriek. 
I could not for several seconds remember in what part 
of the world I was, or anything connected with my pre- 
sent position. I heard the rushing of light feet as of a 
pack of wolves close on every side of me, accompanied 
by the raoet unearthly sounds. On raising my head, to 
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my utu-r horror I saw on every side nothing hut hhviiki- 
wild dogs, chattering and growling. On my riphl iiinl 
on my left, and within a. few \iacva of mc, h^mhI twd 
lineB of these ferocious-looking animids, rucking thdr 
ears and stretching their necks t^i luive a look at iim i 
while two lai^e troops, in wliich tlicrc wrre at li'jul 
forty of them, kept dashing Iwcliwardii fliid furwanla 
across my wind within a few yardi of mtf, chatlifring 
and growling with the moat irxtrsonlinary rotulnlily. 
Another troop of wild do^ were flghliiq; over the wikli^ 
beeet I had shot, wbidi diey had begm to ikrvmir. 'hi 
beholding tbem I expected no otlicr ttte tbui Vt W 
ioataotly torn to piecn vd twiw— id t kU mf Uatd 
cordliDg akog ny cfaeeb ami wf htir fcrfrfag m mjf 
head. Homrcr, I bd ^mmn tf i^A to lll«tr 
that die bona nite mt 
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where, A««^ «?»V^ MB* Ml bd^ f «w«4 
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These had iiot been gone many minutCB when twelve or 1 
fifteen large hytenas were hard at work on the wildebeest i 
I fired two shots at them at diSerent times during thaj 
night, but none fell to my shots. Heedless of me they I 
continued their banquet, and long before morning nothing 
was left of the wildebeest save a few of the larger bones. 
On the two following mornings 1 was annoyed by a cun- 
ning old bull wildebeest, which, having discovered my r 
treat, kept sentry over me, and successively drove awajd 
every troop of his fellows that approached my rley : 
drink. He kept feeding just out of rifle-range, and i 
only warned his comrades of their danger by fixing ) 
eye on my place of concealment and snorting loudly, bnl 
when this failed he drove the other wildebeests ftvm maj 
in the most determined manner, like a collie dog drivinj 
sheep. Before leaving my hole, however, on the aeCooc 
morning, I had my revenge. A troop of cows, heedlei 
of his warnings, approached the viey. In his ftiixiet| 
for their safety he neglected his own ; and coming for tbaa 
first time within long rifie-range, I put up my after-sightel 
and let drive at his ribs. The ball took effect, and, kick-l 
ing up his heels and flourishing his long white tail, t 
old bull bounded forth, and disappearing over a ridgu 
saw him no more. 

The night of the I !>th was to me rather a memorable o 
as lieing the first on which I had the satisfaction of heariiq 
the deep-toned thunder of the lion's roar. AlthougliJ 
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there was no one near, to inform me by wliat beast the 
lianghty and impressive aountls wLich eclioed througlj the 
wildernesa were produced, I had little difficulty in divin- 
ing. There was no mistake about it ; and on hearing it 
I at once knew, as well as if accustomed to the sound 
from my infancy, that the (i|>palling roar which was ut- 
tered within half a mile of me was no other than that of 
the mighty and terrible king of beasts. Although the 
dignified and truly monarchical appearance of the lion 
has long rendered him famous amongst his fellow quad- 
rupeds, and his appearance and habits hare often been 
described by abler pens than mine, nevertheleBS I con- 
sider that a few remarks, resulting from my own personal 
experience, formed by a tolerably long acquaintance 
with him both by day and by night, may not prove unin- 
teresting to ihe reader. There is eomothing so noble 
and imposing in the presence of the lion, when seen 
walking with dignified self-possession, free and undaunted, 
on hia native soil, that no description can convey an ade- 
quate idea of his striking appearance. The lion is ex- 
quisitely formed by nature for the predatory habits which 
be is destined to pursue. Combining in comparatively 
Bmall compass the i{ualitics of power and agility, he is 
enabled, by means of the tremendous machinery with 
which nature has gifted him, easily to overcome and de- 
stroy almost every beast of the forest, however superior to 
him in weight and stature. 
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Tliough considerably under four feet in height, lie has - 
little difficulty in daehing to the ground and oTercoming 
the lofty and apparently powerful giraffe, whose head 
towers above the trees of the forest, and whose skin is 
nearly an inch in thickness. ITie lion is the constant 
attendant of the vast herds of buffaloes which frequent 
the interminable forests of the interior ; and a iull-grown 
one, so long as his teeth are unbroken, generally provea 
a mat'L'h for an old bull buffalo, which in i^lze and 
strength greatly surpasses the most powerful breed of 
English cattle : the lion also preys ou oil the larger va- ' 
rieties of the antelopes, and on both varieties of the gnoo. 
The zebra, which is met with in large herds throughout 
the interior, is also a favourite objuct of his pursuit. 

Uons do not refuse, as has been asserted, to feast upon 
the venison that they have not killed themselves. I 
have repeatedly discovered lions of al! ages which had 
taken possession of, and were feasting upon, the carcases 
of various game quadrupeds which had fallen before my 
rifle. The lion is very generally diffused throughout the 
secluded parts of Southern Africa. He is, however, 
nowhere met with in great abundance, it being very rare 
to find more than three, or even two, families of lions 
fi-equenting the same district and drinking at the same 
fountain. When a greater number were met with, I re- 
marked that it was owing to long-protracted droughts, 
wliich, by drying nearly all the fountains, Imd compelled 
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\ the game of various districts to crowd the remaining 
I springs, and the liona, itccording to their custom, followed 
in the wake. It is a common thing to come upoD a full- 
growii lion and lioness associating with three or four 
large young ones nearly full grown j at other times, full- 
grown males will be found associating and hunting toge- 
I iher in a happy state of friendahip : two, three, and four 
full-grown male lions may thus be discovered consorting 
together. 

The male lion is adorned with a long, rank, shaggy 
mane, which in some instances almost sweeps the ground. 
The colour of these manes varies, some being very dark, 
and others of a golden yellow. This appearance has 
^ren rise to a prevailing opinion among the Boers that 
there are two distinct varieties of lions, which they dis- 
tinguish by the respective names of " Schwart fore life " 
and " Cliiol fore life:" this idea, however, is erroneous. 
The colour of the lion's mane is generally influenced by 
his age. He attains his mane in the third year of hi» 
existence. I have remarked that at first it is of a yel- 
lowish colour ; in the prime of life it is blackest, und 
when he has numbered many years, hut still is in 
the full enjoyment of his power, it assumes a yel- 
lowish-grey, i)epper-and-8alt sort of colour. These old 
fellows are cunning and dangerous, and most to be 
dreaded. The females are utterly destitute of a mane, 
being covered with a short, thick, glossy coat of tawny 
K 2 
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hair. The maDes and cnata of lions (rstjuenting opun- 
lyiiig districts uttorly destitute of trees, such as the bor- 
rlers of the great Kalahari desert, are more rank and 
haodsoinc than those inhabiting forest districts. 

One of the most striking things connected with the 
lion is his voice, which is extremely grand and peculiarly 
striking. It consists at times of a low, deep moaning, 
repeated five or six timea, ending in faintly audible sighs ; 
at (rthcr times he startles the forest with loud, deep- 
toned, solemn roars, repeated five or six times in quick 
succession, each increasing in loudness to the third or 
fourth, when his voice dies away in five or six loiff ■ 
muffled sounds, very much resembling distant tfaunden 
At times, and not unfrequently, a troop may be heard | 
roaring in concert, one assuming the lead, and two, three, 
or four more regularly taking up tlieir parts, like persons 1 
ringing a catch. Like our Scottish stags at the rutting 
season, they roar loudest in cold, frosty nights ; but oa ' 
no occasions are their voices to be beard in suck perfec- 
tion, or 80 intensely powerful, as when two or three 
strange troops of lions approach a fountain to drink at 
the same time. When this occurs, every member of each 
troop sounds a bold roar of detiancc at the opposite par- 
ties ; and when one roars, all roar together, and each, 
seems to vie with his comrades in the intensity and power 
of his voice. The power and grandeur of these noc- 
turnal forest coDcerts is inconceivably striking and 
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pieaaing to the hunter's t:ar. The effect, I may remark, 
is greatly enhanced when the hearer happens to be situ- 
ated in the depths of the foreat, at the dead hour of mid- 
night, unaccompanied by any attendant, and ensconced 
within twenty yards of the fountain wliich the surround- 
ing troops of lions are approaching. Such has been my 
situation many scores of times ; and thougii I am allowed 
to have a tolerably good taste for ciusit;, I consider the 
catches with which I was then regaled aa the sweetest 
and moat natural I ever heard. 

Aa a general rule, liona roar during the night ; their 
sighiog moans commencing aa the shades of evening en- 
velop the forest, and continuing at intervals throughout 
the night. In distant and secluded region?, however, I 
have constanlly heard them roaring loudly aa late as nine 
and ten o'clock on a bright sunny morning. In hazy and 
rainy weather they are to be heard at every hour in 
the day, but their roar is subdued. It often happens that 
when two strange male lions meet at a fountain a terrific 
combat ensues, which not unfrequently ends in the 
death of one of them. The habits of the lion are 
•trictly nocturnal ; during the day he lies concealed be- 
neath the ahttde of some low bushy tree or wide-spreading 
bush, either in tlie level forest or on the mountain Hde. 
He is also partial to lofty reeds or fields of long rank 



yellow grass, such as < 



w-lying vlcys. From 



■these haunts he sallies forth when the sun goes down, and 
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commences his nightly prowl. When he Ib Buccegsful 
hu beat, and has secured his prey, he does not roar 
that night, only nttering occasionally a few low moans 
that is, provided no intruders approach him, otherwise 
case would be very different. 

Lions are ever most active, daring, and presuming 
dark and Btonny nights ; and consequently on 
occasions the traveller ought more particularly to be 
hia guard. I remarked a fact connected with the 
hour of drinking peculiar to themselves : they » 
unwilling to visit the fountaioE with good moonlight. Thi 
when the mooQ rose early, the lions deferred their hour 
of watering until late in the morning ; and when the moon 
rose late, they drank at a very early hour in the nighL 
By this acute system many a grisly Hon saved his ba< 
and is now luxuriating in the forests of South Afrii 
which had otherwise fallen by the Imrrels of my " We 
Richards." Owing to tlic tawny colour of the coat 
which nature has robed him he is perfectly iiivbible 
in the dark ; and although I have often heard them 
loudly lapping tlie water under my very nose, not twenty 
yards from me, I could not possibly make out so mi 
as the outline of their fonns. When a tliiraty lion eoi 
to water, he stretches out his massive arms, lies down 
his breast to drink, and makes a loud lapping 
drinking, not to be mistaken. He continues lappii 
up the water for a long while, and four or five times 
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during the proceeding he pauses for half a minute as if to 
take breath. One thing conspicuous about them is their 
eyes, which, in a dark night, glow like two balls of fire. 
The female is more fierce and active than the male, as a 
general rule. Lionesses which have never had young 
are much more dangerous than those which have. At no 
time is the lion ao much to be dreaded as when his 
partner has got small young ones. At that season he 
knows no fear, and, in the coolest and moat intrepid 
manner, he will face a thousand men. A remarkable 
instance of this kind came under my own observation 
which confirmed the reports I had before heard from 
the natives. One day, when out elephant-hunting in the 
territory of the "Baseleka," accompanied by two hundred 
and fifty men, I was astonished suddenly to behold a 
majestic lion slowly and steadily advancing towards us 
with a dignified step and undaunted bearing, the most 
noble and imposing that can be conceived. Lashing his 
tail from side to side, and growling haughtily, his 
terribly expressive eye resolutely fixed upon us, and dis- 
playing a show of ivory well calculated to inspire terror 
amongst the timid " Bechuanas," he approached. A 
headlong flight of the two hundred and fifty men was the 
immediate result ; and, in the confusion of the moment, 
four couples of my dogs, which they had been leading, 
were allowed to escape in their couples. These instantly 
faced the lion, who, finding that by his hold bearing he 




I 



ADVENTUBES IN SOUTH AFRICA. 



Chap. IX. 1 



had succeeded in putting hia enemies to flight, now be- 
came solicitous for the safety of hia little family, wili|) 
which the lioneaa was retreating in the back-groi 
Facing about, he followed after them with a haugh^l 
and independent step, growling fiercely at the dogs which 
trotted along on either side of him. Three troops of 
elephants having been discovered a few minutes previoua 
to this, upon which I was marching for the attack, 
the most heartfelt reluctance, reserved my fire, 
running down the hill side, to endeavour to recall 
dogs, I observed, for the first time, the retreating lioi 
with fom' cubs. About tu'enty minutee afterwards ti 
noble elepiiaiits repaid my forbearance. 

Among Indian Nimrods a certain class of royal tlgn*! 
is dignified «ilh the appellation of " man-ealcrs." ITiese 
are tigers, which, having once tasted human flesh, show a 
predilection for the same, and such characters are 
naturally famed and dreaded aimng the natives. Elderl 
gentlemen of similar taites and habits are occasionally 
met with among the lions in the interior of South Africa, 
and the danger of such neighbours may he easily 
imagined. I account for lions first acquiring this taete 
in the following manner : the Bcchuana tribes of the br; 
interior do not bury their dead, but unceremunioudy 
carry them forth, and leave them lying exposed in th«.< 
forest or on the plain, a prey to the lion and hyasna, or 
the jackal and vulture ; and I can readily imagine that a 
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lion, having thus once tasted human flesh, would have 
little hesitation, when opportunity presented itself, of 
springing upon and carrying off the unwary traveller or 
" Bcchuana " inhabiting his country. Be this as it may, 
man-eaters occur ; and on my fourth hunting expedition 
a horrible tragedy was acted one dark night in my little 
lonely camp by one of these formidable characters, which 
deprived rae, in the far wilderness, of my most valuable 
servant In winding up these few observations on the 
lion, which I trust will not have been tiresome to the 
reader, I may remark that lion-hunting, under any circum- 
stances, is decidedly a dangerous pursuit. It may, never- 
theless, be followed, to a certain extent, with comparative 
safety by those who have, naturally, a turn for that sort 
of thing. A recklessness of death, perfect coolness and 
self-possession, an acquaintance with the disposition and 
mannera of lions, and a tolerable knowledge of the use of 
the rifle, are indispensable to him who would shine in the 
overpoweringly exciting pastime of hunting this justly- 
celebrated king of beasts. 
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Boer Encampment — A Kight in a Storm — A Fancy Coatume — 
Fearful Encounter with a Lionese — " Colo»borg " dreadfully 
njangled — Cowardice of Hottentols — Wc niarcliback to CoIcb- 
berg — Danger of being plundered by the liebel Boers — 
Arrival at Colesberg — The Troops mitrcb against the Boers — 
Tha Battle of Scliwart Coppice — Start for the diitaut Land 
of Ele|)banta — The Hotlcnlots make free wilh my Brandy,. 
Mid mutiny — I.i'opttrda — Kurumnn — Mr. Moflat, the | 
HisEionary — Boasted Locnsta. 



On the 22nd of March I rode south to a distant fan 
for the double purpose of obtaining some corn otM 
meal, and of hearing the news of the impending ■ 
between the Boers and Griquas. On reaching the farm J 
I found that a large party of Boera were here encamp* 
together : they had mustered for mutual protoctioi 
Their tents and waggons were drawn up on every side o 
the farm-house, forming a very lively appearance, TTie 1 
Boers informed me that all their countrymen, and also the J 
Griquas, were thus packed together in " Ingers," or c 
campments, and that hostilities were about to commence.] 
They remonstrated with me on what they were pleased to -I 
term my madness, in living alone in an isolated po^* 1 
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tiitn in such sharp times, and invited me to place myself 
for protection under their banner. I endeavoured to per- 
suade them to get up a party to bunt the lion ; but this 
they declined to do, remarking that " a lion (like Johnnie 
Gordon's bagpipes) was not t« be played with." Return- 
ing to my camp I bowled over a springbok at one hun- 
dred and fifty yards. On the 23rd, having breakfasted, 
I rode north, with after-riders, to try for blesboks. It 
was a cool day, with a strong easterly breeze, and we 
found the game extremely wild. Aa we proceeded, vaat 
herds kept streaming on uji the wind, darkening the plain 
before us, in countless thousands. About two miles north 
of the bushy mountain where I had heard the lion roar, 
far in the vast level plain, were some bushy mimosa-trees. 
Within a few hundred yards of these we discovered an 
old bull wildebeest, newly killed by a lion and half eaten. 
His large and striking foot-prints were deeply embedded 
in the sand, and so fresh that they seemed to have been 
imprinted only a few mioutcs before. Moreover, there 
was not a single vulture near the carcase. We there- 
fore felt convinced that the lion must be lying somewhere 
near us, having hidden himself on our approach. We 
searched for some lime in the adjacent hollow^ where the 
grass was very rank, but in vain. The game now became 
more and more wild, taking away into another district in 
long strings, like our island red -deer when hard driven ; 
[ accordingly gave it up, and turned my horse's head for 
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camp. On my way thither I bagged one blesbok and 
two bull wildebeests: one of these got the bullet throu^ 
his heart, hut nevertheless stood at hay for some I 
after. On reaching camp I suddenly resolved to tak( 
men and horses with me, and spend the night in tlwl 
vicinity of the lion, and search early for him on the follow 
ing iiioming. Accordingly, while dinner was preparing, IM 
occupied myself in cleaning and loading my three double- 1 
barrelled rifles; after which, having dined, I rode withij 
Kleinboy and John Stofolus to my hole hy the * 
where my bedding lay day and night. Tliis spot wai 
within a few miles of where we expected to fall in with 
the lion in the morning. We secured the three horses to 
one another, as there was no tree or hush within miles of , 
us ; hut these I could dispense with, for I knew verjfl 
well by the looks of the Hottentots tliat they would nofei 
sleep much, hut would keep a vigilant eye over our desrl 
tinies. I spent a most miserable night. The wind, which I 
had been blowing so fresh in tlie height of the day, had 
subsided to a calm when the sun went down, and was 
now succeeded hy an almost death-like stillness, which I 
too well knew was the harbinger of a coming t«m])eBt ] 
We bad not lain down an hoiu- when the sky to lee- j 
ward became black as pitch. Prcsi-ntly the most vivid 1 
flashes of lightning followed one another in quick succe^ j 
sion, accompanied by terrific peals of thunder. The wind, ] 
which, during the day, had been out of the north-cast. 
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now, as is usual on such occasions, veered right round aud 
came whistling up from the south-weat, where the tempest 
was brewing ; and iu a tew minutes more it waa upon us 
in all its furj', the rain descending in torrents on our de- 
voted heads, while vivid tiashes of lightning momentarily 
illumined, with the brilliancy of day, die darkness that 
reigned around. In a very few minutes the whole pl^n 
was a sheet of water, and every atom of my clothes and 
bedding was thoroughly saturated. My three rifles had 
excellent bolsters, and with the help of two sheep-skins 
which I used instead of saddle-cloths I kept them quite 
dry. In two hours the tempest had passed away, but 
light nun fell till morning, until which time I lay on the 
wet ground, soaked to ttie skin. About midnight we beard 
the lion roar a mile or so to the northward ; and a little 
before the day dawned I again beard him in the direction 
of the carcase which we bad found on the preceding day. 
Soon after this I gave the word to march. We tlien arose 
and saddled our horses. I found my trousers lying in a 
pool of water, so 1 converted a blanket into a long kilt by 
gtnqjping it round my waist with my ahoo ting-belt. The 
costume of my followers was equally unique. We held 
for the north end of the lion's mountain at a sharp pace, 
which we gaineil before it was clear enough to see sur- 
rounding objects. As the light broke in upon us we 
reduced our pace, and rode slowly up the middle of the 
vast level plain towards the carcase of tlie wildebeest, with 
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Having tlius sat for half a minute, as if involved 
thought, she sprang to her feet, and, facing about, stood! 
looking at me for a few seconds, moving her tail slowly from 1 
side to side, showing her teeth, and growling fiercely. J 
She next made a short run forwards, making a loud,J 
rumbling noise Hke thunder. This etie did to intiiuidatel 
me ; but, finding that I did not flinch an inch nor s 
to heed her hostile demonstrations, she quietly stretched! 
out her massive arms, and lay down on the grass. Mj J 
Hottentots now coming up, we all three dismounted, and^l 
drawing our rifles from their holsters, we looked to see K 
the powder was up in the nipples, and put on our caps. 
While this was doing the lioness sat up, and showed 
evident symptoms of uneasiness. She looked first at u 
and tlicn behind her, as if to see if the coast were clearjB 
after which she made a short run towards us, uttrriD^I 
her deep-drawn murderous growls. Having secured t 
three horses to one another by their rheims, we led theiitl 
on as if we intended to pass her, in the hope of obtaining I 
a broadside. But this she carefully avoided to expose, i 
])rcsenting only her full front. I had given Stofolus my 1 
Moore rifle, with orders to shoot her if she should sprii^ I 
upon me, but on no account to fire betbre me. Kleinboy j 
was to stand ready to liand me my Purdey rifle, iB I 
case the two-grooved Dixon should not prove suflicient i 
My men as yet had been steady, but they were in 
precious stew, their faces having assumed a ghastly pal^ 4 
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ness ; and I had a painful feeliDg that I could place no 
reliance on them. 

Now, then, for it, neck or nothing! She is within 
sixty yards of us, and she keeps advancing. \Ve turned 
the horses' tails to her. I knelt on one side, and, taking 
a steady aim at her breast, let fly. The ball cracked 
loudly on her tawny hide, and crippled her in the 
shoulder, upon wluch she charged with an appalling 
roar, and in the twinkling of an eye she was in the midst 
of ua. At this moment Stofolus's rifle exploded in his 
hand, and Kleinboy, whom I had ordered to stand ready 
by me, danced about like a duck in a gale of wind. The 
lioness sprang upon Colesberg, and fearfully lacerated 
his ribs and haunches with her horrid teeth and claws ; 
the worst wound was on his haunch, which exhibited a 
sickening, yawning gash, more than twelve inches long, 
almost laying bare the very bone. I was very cool and 
steady, and did not feel in the least degree nervous, having 
fortunately great confidence in my own shooting ; but 1 
must confess, when the whole affair was over I felt that it 
was a very awful situation and attended with extreme 
peril, as I had no friend with me on whom I could rely. 

When the lione&s sprang on Colesberg, I stood out 
from the horses, ready with my second barrel for the first 
chance she should give loe of a clear shot. This she 
quickly did ; for, seemingly satisfied with the revenge she 
had now taken, she quitted Colesberg, and, slewing her 
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tail to one aide, trotted sulkily past withio a few pac«s I 
of me, taking one step to the left. I pitched my rifle I 
to my shoulder, and in another second the lioness wavl 
stretched on the plain a lifeless corpse. In the struggle* I 
of death she half turned on her back, and stretched her | 
nock and fore arms convulsively, when ehe fell back to her I 
former position ; her mighty arms hung powerless by her I 
side, her lower jaw fell, blooJ streamed from her mouth, 
and she expired. At the moment I firod my second 
shot, Stofolus, who hardly knew whether he was alive or J 
dead, allowed the three horses to escape. These galloped I 
frantically across the plain ; on which he and Klcinboy 1 
instantly started after them, leaving me standing alous I 
and unarmed within a few paces of tlie lioness, which I 
they, from their anxiety to be ont of the way, evidential 
considered quit« capable of doing further mischief. 

Such is ever the case with these worthies, and witfc | 
nearly all the natives of South .Africa. No reliance i 
be placed on them. They will to a certainty forsake " 
their master in the most dastardly manner in the hour (rf ; 
peril, and leave him in the lurch. A stranger, however^ 
bearing these fellows recounting their own gallant adven- 
tures, when sitting in the evening along with their com- 
rades round a blazing fire, or under the inHuence of their 
adored "Cape smoke" or native brandy, might fancy 
them to be the bravest of the brave. Having skinned 
the lioness and cut off her bead, we placed her trophies 
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Upon Beauty, and held for camp. Before we bad pro- 
ceeded a hundred yards from the carcase, upwards of 
wxty vultures, whom the liooesa had often fed, were 
feasting on her remains. 

We led poor Colesberg slowly home, where having 
washed his wounds, and carefully stitched them together, 
I ordered the cold water cure to be adopted. Uoder 
this treatment his wounds rapidly healed, and fa 
tually recovered. The sky remained overcast through- 
out the day. When the shades of evening set in, terror 
seemed to have taken posacBsion of the minds of my fol- 
lowers, and tliey swore tliat the mate of the lioness, on 
finding her bones, would follow on our spoor and revenge 
her death. Under this impression they refused to remain 
shout the waggons or in the tent after the sun went 
down ; and having cut down the rafters and cupboards of 
the Boer's house for fuel, they kindled a large fire in the 
kitchen, where they took up their qua.rters for the night. 

I continued hiuiting here until tbc 29th, when I deemed 
it high time to return to Colesberg, for the purpose of 
packing and storing my curiosities, iucreaaing my esta- 
blishment, and refitting generally, preparatory to starting 
for the distant land of elephants in the far forests of the 
interior. The distemper or horse sickness, which rages 
in those parts during the summer months, might be 
expected shortly to be post, there was therefore not 
much time to lose. The morning was spent in stowing 
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the waggons, greasing the wheels, securing the pots, 
gridirons, gpades, &c., and overhauling the yokes, rheinis, 
straps, and other gear, preparatory to inspanniug, aod in 
the afternoon we inspanned, and, tumiug our faces to the 
south, marched upon Coleshcrg. 

Oo the march I killed two springboks ; and having 
proceeded ten utiles we halted for the night. It rained 
heavily till morning. My oxen were in fine condition, 
and, haying done very little work of late, they were very 
tresh and ohstreperous. On tlie following day we crossed 
the Riet river. The country was very heavy, owing to 
the recent rains, and some of my gear, which was rotten, 
broke repeatedly, causing much delay. At sundown 
we halted at a lager, or encampment of Boers, Here 
about a dozen families were congregated together for 
mutual protection. These men were all rebels and our 
enemies, being, at that very moment, at war with our 
allies, the Griquas and Bflstards, whom we shortly after- 
wards assisted against the Boers. I deemed it rather a 
rash step thus coolly to march tlirough the enemy's 
country, bearding as it were the lion in his den. Tliere 
was, however, no help for it ; so I resolved to take the 
bull by the boms, and put on a hold faee. The least 
that I might have expected was to have my waggons 
most thoroughly ransacked and plundered, if not takeu 
from me altogether. This they would certainly have 
dune if they had thought that I was an Englishman ; but 
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by saying I was a berg Scot, or mountain Scotsman, 
backed by the garb of Old Gaul, which I always wore, 
I convinced them that I was a Scotsman. Many of the 
clergymen among the Boera being Scots, they entertain a 
predilection for my countrymen. 

These Boers happened to be short of coffee, a beverage 
of which tliey are extremely fond. I had fortunately a 
large supply in my waggons ; and as I was on my way to 
Colesberg, I had no objection to disjwse of it. Accord- 
ingly, by presenting the ladies of the leading families 
with a few half-pounds of coffee, and selling them the 
remainder of my stock at a moderate price, I managed 
to secure the good gract's of the wliole, and they were 
pleased to express llieir opinion that I was a "ghooe 
carle," or good fellow. On bearing that a few days 
previous I had bagged a savage lioness, and on Ijeholding 
her trophies, they seemed quite astonished, remarking to 
one another, " Mi scapsels ! vat zoorten mens is de ?" sig- 
nifying, " My stars and garters I what sort of man is 
this?" In the course of the evening and during the 
night several armed parties of Boers halted at this lager 
to refresh, and then passed on to join the head-quarters 
of their army, which was encamped about forty miles to the 
southward, at a place called "Schwart Coppice." Each 
of these Boers was provided with one or more packborses 
bearing his commissariat and ammunition, and many of 
tiiem had Hottentot and Bushman after-riders. ITieir 
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sole weapon consisted of their roer or long gun ; each 
wore a leathern shooting-belt round his waist, and 
large bullock's horn containing powder dangled by 
side. 

On the 31st I continued my march, and on the even- 
ing of the 2nd of April I reached Philipolis, a missionary 
station, and the chief town of the Bastards' conntrj-. My 
road had led between the encampments of the contending 
parties. Troops of mounted Boers had been scouring 
the country in every direction, plundering all they could 
lay their bands on, and sweeping off the cattle and horses 
of the Bastards. Halting at au encampment of Bastards 
on the preceding day, I was much amused by their 
taking me for a missionary. My costume was not very 
clerical, consisting of a dirty shirt and an old Gordon 
tartan kilt. From a Bastard in the vicinity of Philipolis 
I obtained two large rough dogs, in exchange for three 
pounds of cofl^e and a little tea. Tlic names of these 
dogs were "Bles" and "Flam." files was of an ex- 
tremely fierce and savage disposition. On the evening of 
the 3rd wo encamped on the northern bank of the mighty 
Orange River, at a place called " Boata's Drift," which is 
nearly opposite Colesberg. Our marcti had been through 
a succession of mountains, covered with excellent pasturv 
to their summits. It had rained heavily throughout the 
day. After inspecting the drift or ford on the following 
morning, we calculated that the river was too high for 
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the wuggons to cross; and by eendiDg a man over on 
horseback, according to the most approved custom, we 
ascertained that a passage for tfae waggons was impracti- 
cable. I accordingly instructed my men to proceed to 
Nerval's I'unt, situated a long march higher up the river, 
there to cross and join me in Colesberg ou the evening 
of the following day ; and tiaving breakfasted, I saddled 
" The Immense Einte," and, taking the ford high up, I 
managed to cross the river in safety, Uie current having 
twice taken my hurso off his legs. In two hours I entered 
the village of Colesberg, where I found the officers of the 
9l8t and all my other friends in great foi-ce. 

My waggons did not make their appearance in Coles- 
berg until the afternoon of the third day. I took up my 
quarters with my old friend Mr. Paterson, who also 
kindly accommodates! the half of my stud in his stables, 
and the other half I pickctud in the stables of my old 
regiment the Cape Mounted Rifles. My oxen I per- 
mitted to run day and night in the neighbouring moun- 
tains. On the 7th we off-loaded the waggons, and made 
a grand parade of my heads and hunting trophies in 
front of Paterson's house, which was situated in the centre 
of the village : this attracted crowds of persons throughout 
the day. In the afternoon of the 8th, Mr, Kawstome, 
the resident magistrate, received despatches from Adam 
Kok, chief of the Bastards, stating that the Boers had 
commenced active hostilities, and craving assistance from 
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government. Accordingly, iu the evening an order was 
issued ttiat all the available force in t)ie garrison aliould 
march upon the Orange River next day. Tliia I conea- 
dered an intense bore, as I should thereby lose the 
society of alt my friends. On tlic following morning all 
was bustle and preparation throughout the village, the 
military preparing for the march, and the merchants 
loading up their waggons with commissariat for the 
supply of the troops, while many a dark-eyed nymph 
wiped the hot tear from her expressive eye, and heaved a 
deep-drawn sigh as she reflected on the absence of her 
lover and the casualties of war. 

At half-past twelve tlie men mustered on the parade- 
ground, and marched out of the village for Alleman's 
Drift. Paterson politely requested me to occupy his 
quarters as long as I remained in Colesberg, and not to 
Sparc his cellar, which contained most excellent wine. 
On the following day, while actively employed in for- 
warding my afiiiirs, a friend informed me that all my 
oxen were safely lodged in the skit-kraal, or pound, 
from which I released them, after a deal of trouble and 
annoyance, by a small pecuniary disbursement. In the 
evening the village was agitated by a report that a 
skirmish had taken place Ijetween the Boers and Bas- 
tards, in which several liad fallen on both sides, and that 
it was the intention of the Boers to pillage Colcaberg. 
On the 15th, in company with Messrs. Gibbon and 
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Draper, two merchants of Colesberg, I rode out to visit 
my friends of the 91st, who were encamped at Alleman's 
Drift, oil the soutli side of the river. At thb spot the 
Orange River and the surrounding scenery are very 
beautiful, reminding me of Higliland scenery. At one 
bold sweep of the river the waters are hemmed in by 
stupendous granite -roclts, which cause a deep and sweep- 
ing rapid. Below are long deep pools, enclosed by 
banks adorned with drooping willows and everlasting 
verdure. I found ray friends tlie military employed, 
according to the most approved system in the army, 
luxuriating in brandy and cheroots. The privates, avail- 
ing themselTes of the proximity of the river, were enjoying 
the recreations of angling and dragging the river with 
nets. They captured lots of mullet and barl>ol, averaging 
from one to four pounds in weight. 

A party of artillery and a detachment of the 7th 
Dragoon Guards wore reported en rotite from Fort Beau- 
fort, to assist the 9Ut in their operations against the 
Boers, Skirmishes were daily occurring between the 
belligerents on the opposite side, and expresses from 
Adam Kok were continually arriving in camp, soliciting 
assistance. The manner in which these skirmishes were 
conducted was very amusing, and illustrative of the high 
courage of the contending parties. Every day, having 
breakfasted, the Boers and Bastards were in the habit of 
iting and peppering away at oik- another till tlio after- 
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noun, when each party returned to its respecUve encainp- 
mcnt. Tlie distance at which they stood from one another 
might be somewhere above a couple of miles, and they 
fired at one another peeping over ranges of coppice or 
low roi'ky hills, while large herds of springboks and 
wildebeests kept quietly pasturing on the gorclecs field of 
battle between them. 

Some of these neutrals, I was informed, occasionally 
fell before the hissing balls of the redoubted warriors. 
Before dismissnng the subject of the rebellion of '45, I 
may state that soon after this, the 91st and Cape Corps 
men being reinforced with a party of artillery and a 
detachment of the 7th Dragoon Guards, they crossed 
the Orange River, and advanced upon the Boers' position 
by forced marches, when the Boers were charged by the 
dragoons, and put to flight, and their waggons and com- 
missariat fell into our lianda. On this occasion the 
Boers had two pieces of ordnance, of which they were 
supposed to have obtained possession some years pre- 
viously at Port Natal. Over one of these presided s 
Frenchman of low stature ; and while little Monsieur 
was actively employed in ramming down one of their 
home-made halls, which were constructed of lead, a 
Cape Corps man rode up, and sent a bullet through the 
centre of his skull. Thus ended tlie memorable battle 
of Schwart Coppice; and since that time the valorous 
Bastards have been loud in their own praises, declaring 
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that " they are the boj-s to put the Boera up to the time 
o' day," 

On the forenoon of the 16th I rode through the river 
to visit a gentleman of the name of Bain, who was then 
living on one of Mr. Fossey's farms, Mr. Bain had 
made several trips into the interior, and gave me much 
valuable information and dazzling accounts of the sport 
I might expect He recommended my trekking down 
llie Orange River to a drift near Rhamn, and thence 
proceeding by CampbelUdorp to Kururaan, a missionary 
station distant from Coleaberg about two hundred and 
fifty miles, where I sliould obtain a Bechuana interpreter, 
and all necesaary information from the resident mis- 
sionary. On the following day, having taken leave of 
my kind friends and brother sportsmen, I rnde into 
Colesberg. Here I had the pleasure of meeting two 
Mimrods, Messrs. Murray and Oswell, proceeding, like 
myself, on a hunting expedition into the far interior 
— the former a keen salmon-fisher Irom the banks of 
Tay ; the latter a civilian in the Honourable East India 
Company's service. During my stay in Colesberg I was 
actively employed storing my collection and refitting. 
All my specimens were carefully sown up in canvas, and 
nailed down in cases ; and perishable articles, such as skina 
and stuffed heads, were hermetically sealed, being carefully 
soldered up in tin cases by obi Mr. Privet, the tinsmith, 
one of the leading members of the community of Colesberg. 
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I coTered iny waggons with new sails, and had 
wheels and iion-work carefully overhauled by the black- 
smith. I purchased from various parties several excellent' 
horses and trek-oxen, and inereased my kennel of di 
to twelve stout, rough, serviceable-looking curs. From 
Mr. Williams of the commissariat I purchased a large 
elephant-gun, carrjiug four to the pound. I engaged 
two additional Hottentots, named Joliannus and Klein** 
feidt, and replenished my supplies in every department^J 
and on the 22nd, everything being ready, I resolved, U^j 
possible, to get under way that afternoon. With inc 
ceivable trouble I managed to collect all my ninawaj, 
men, dogs, uxcn, and horses together ; and, afWr mud|' 
bustle and angry altercation with my inebriated and 
swarthy crew, my caravan was in motion, and started 
ou its distant journey. We were followed by the female 
acquaintances of our Hottentots, screaming, yelling, and'. 
cursing at their men, at the same time catching 
handliils of red dost, which tliey tossed into the air witli' 
true Hottentot action. Having no hair fortunately tV 
rend, they contented themselves with scratching their 
woolly pates and rending their petticoats, which they 
soon reduced to tatters. Among other articles with 
wluch I loade<l up while in Colesberg was a number oCi 
common muskets, which bad been represented to me at 
being the most available to barter for ivory with tbe 
tribes of the far interior. Tiiese I afterwards turned to 
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good account, and regri'tted lliat I did not possRsa fen 
times «8 many of them. As it was not improbalile that, 
in the event of my encamping too near to Colesberg that 
evening, my followers would avail themselves of the 
opportunity to levant under cover of night, and return to 
the ombracca of their wives and sweethearts, I made up 
my mind, having once succeeded in [letting them in 
motion, to give them a good spell of it ; and accordingly, 
there being good moonlight, I did not permit them to 
outspan until after midnight. I held a westerly course, 
steering for the Saltpan's Drift, about four days' journey 
down the Orange River, where I intended crossing. By 
adopting this course I avoided the hostile Boers, who 
were scouring the coimtry across the river Immediately 
opposite to Colesberg. 

On the fourth day I reached Saltpan's Drift, which 1 
crossed with considerable difficulty, the waggons repeat- 
edly sticking fast In the deep sand. The opposite bank 
was extremely steep, and required an hour's cutting with 
our pickaxes and shovels. We passed the farms of 
several Boers, from whom I purchased three excellent 
dogs, named "Wolf," "Prince," and "Bonteberg." 
On one of these farms were half-a-dozen ostriches, which 
the Boer endeavoured to persuade me to purchase. 
Continuing our march, on the 28th we passed tlirongh 



the Griqua kraal named Rhama. 

proceeding to rouse my men, I discovered Kleinbny very 
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coolly smoking his pipe over my loose, dilapidate 
powder-casks ; upon which I seized the culprit, 
handled him rather roughly. This so disgusted 
friend that lie dashed his pipe on the ground with t 
Hottentot action, and swore he would go no farther widj 
me. Tlie appearance, however, of a fine fat sheep, whid 
I purchased a few minutes after from a Griqun, induct 
Mr. Kleinboy to alter his mind on the subject, and htim 
eulkily returned to his duty. On the 4tli of May i 
made the fair Vaal River, which we crossed at my o 
drift. Here a party of Korannas ro<Ie up to the waf 
mounted on pack-oxen. The bridles consisted of thongs 
attached to sticks passed through a hole in the animals' 
noses, and the saddle was a sheepskin secured with 
a thong across the back. In the evening we trekketfl 
half way to Campbcllsdorp. On the march my do( 
killed two fine porcupines, by tearing off their heat 
the only vulnerable part, but getting at the same tia 
their own noses and shoulders full of the quilla. On tbej 
following day we passed through Campbellsdorp, wlierc 
I was kindly welcomed by Mr, Bartlett, the resident 
missionary, from whom I received a liU-ral present of 
bread and vegetables. 

On the third day after leaving Caraphellsdorp waJ 
reached Daniel's Kuil, a kraal of Uriquas under Water^l 
boer. Tlie country through which we passed was levdl 
and uninteresting, no hill nor landmark relieving tlw J 
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ocean-like expanee and sameness of the ecene in any 
direction. In parte the country was covered as far as I 
could eee with a species of bush, averaging about nine 
feet in height, having a grey leaf and bunches of small 
grey blossoms, yielding a very sweet and powerful aro- 
matic perfume. In tlie evening we continued our march 
to Kramer's Fonteyn, a very powerful foimtain, whose 
waters issue hot from the earth, as if they were mixed 
witli boiling water. Leaving Kramer's Fonteyn on the 
ilth, we held for Koning, a very distant water on the 
road to Kiiruman. Towards midnight my men com- 
menced driving fiiriously, and I ascertained that they 
were under the influence of liquor, which I imagined 
they had obtained from the Griquas. On oidering them 
to halt and outspan, Jlr. Kleinboy only drove the harder, 
80 that I found it necessary to send him flying off the box. 
A short time after I had been asleep T was wakened by 
a commotion amongst my cjittle, and found that my 
men had commenced inspanning the osen, sta.ting tliat 
they intended to proceed no farther, but to return with 
the waggons to the colony. Finding remonstrance vain, 
I had recourse to my double-barrelled rifle, upon which 
my followers for the moment relinquished their intention 
of inspanning, and, retiring to the shelter of a neigh- 
bouring bush, they shortly fell asleep. I kept sentry 
over the waggons during the remjiinder of the night, with 
my rifle in my hand and a hatchet by my side. At dawn 
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of day on tie following morning I roused my ruffian% I 
and ordered them to inspan, which orders they mechanior 4 
ally obeyed, swearing, however, that this wus the laitl| 
Ume they would insjian my oxen. 

Having proceeded about ten miles, we arrived stj 
Koning : this was a vley of fine spring-water, about s 
hundred yards in length, densely covered witli lofty reedsj 
from twelve to fifteen feet high. This place is said neTi 
to be without lions, Here was spoor of zebras i 
hartebeests. In the afternoon I observed that my ma 
were again in hquor. I bed at first imagined that thel 
Griquas had supplied them with brandy; but upon ex- 
amining my liquor-case I discovered that one had been 
broken into, and two bottles of brandy stolen. This was 
a second night of anxiuty and trouble. I kept watcb-V 
over my goods and cattle, with my rifle in my hand, tiU,'] 
morning. The night was piercingly cold, and in I 
morning the ground was white with Iioar-lrost, and %M 
thick coating of ice covered the pools of water. At mid* I 
liay on the 11th we left Koning, and continued our I 
march to Kuruman, halting at sundown without wat*^. 
On our left our view was bounded by the Kambanni 
Mountains, an extensive rocky chain. In every other 
direction a vast endU'SS plain extended as far as the 
eye could strain. The plains were covered with rank J 
yellow grass, interspersed with clumps of grey-leaved 
buabcs. Shortly before outepanning we started thn 
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leopards that were consuming a duiker. Tliroughout all 
this country game was very scarce. Since crossing the 
Vaal, with the exception of feathered game, I had shot 
only one springbok and one steinbok. 

On the following day we reached Kuruman, or New 
Litakoo, a lovely green spot in the wilderness, strongly 
contrasting with the sterile and inhospitable regions by 
which it is surrounded. I was here kindly welcomed and 
hospitably entertained by Mr. Moffat and Mr. Hamilton, 
both missionaries of the London Society, and also by Mr. 
Hume, an old trader, long resident at Kuruman. The 
gardens at Kuruman are extensive and extremely fertile. 
Besides com and vegetables they contained a great 
variety of fruitf, amongst which were vines, peach-trees, 
nectarines, apple, orange, and lemon trees, all of which 
in their seasons bear a profusion of the most delicious 
fruit. These gardens are irrigated with the moat liberal 
supply of water from a powerful fountain which gushes 
forth, at once forming a little river, from a subterra- 
neous cave, which has several low narrow mouths, but 
within is lofty and extensive. This cave is stated by the 
natives to extend to a very great distance under ground. 
The natives about Kuruman and the surrounding districts 
generally embrace the Christian religion. Mr. Moffitt 
kindly showed me through his printing establishment, 
church, and school-rooms, which were lofty and well built, 
and altogether on a scale which would not have disgraced 
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oni' of tlie towns of the more enlightened colony. It w* 
Mr. Moffat who reduced the Bechuana language to writing I 
aiid printing; since which he has printed thousands xdi 
Sichuaiia Testaments, as also tracts and hymns, which 1 
were now eagerly purchased by the converted nalivcL i 
Mr. Moffat in a person admiraMy calculated to excel i 
liis important calling. Together with a noble and athletic i 
frame he possesses a face on which forbearance and I 
Christian charity are very plainly written, and hbmentalJ 
and bodily attainments are great. Minister, gardem 
blacksmith, gunsmith, mason, carpenter, glazier — evei 
hour of the day finds this worthy pastor engaged in som 
useful employment — setting, by his own exemplary pieq 
and industrious habits, a good example to others to { 
and do likewise. 

Mr. MofTut informed me that a missionary named DtM 
Livingstone, who was married to his eldest daughter, 1 
lately established a missionary station among the Ba* J 
katlas at Mabotsa, in the vale of Bakatla, about fourteen 
days' journey to the north-east. Tliitiier he recommended 
me at once to proceed, as few of the larger varieties of 
game could now be expected to he found to the southward | 
of Bakatla. He repreBented to me that my falling tB J 
with elephants, even throughout the vast forests in tba J 
country immediately beyond Bakatla, wa* very uncerlaiQ|, j 
and recommended me, if I was determined to havft. I 
good elepliant-sbooting, to endeavour to push on to th^ I 
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remote and endless forests beyond llie mountains of 
Bamangwato, in the territory of Sicomy, the groat and 
paramount chief of the extensive country of the fiaman- 
gwato. There would also be a probability of obtaining 
iTory in barter from Sicomy, he being reported to possess 
large quantities of that valuable commodity. By Mr. 
Moffat's assistance I engaged a Bechuana in the capacity 
of interpreter in the Dutch and Sichuana languages. 
From Mr. Hume I purchased a supply of wheat ; and 
on the following day I set all my people to work on a mill 
of Mr. Moffat's to reduce this wheat to flour. 

On the 16th I took leave of my friends at Kuruman, 
and continued my journey in a north-easterly course 
through a heavy sandy country of boundless level plains, 
stretching away on every side, covered with rank yellow 
grass, which, waving in the breeze, imparted the idea of 
eudless fields of ripe com. At sundown we crossed the 
Matluarin river, an insignificant stream, and encamped 
ou its northern bank. On the march we saw a few blue 
wildebeests and ostriches. At dawn of day on the fol- 
lowing morning we pursued our journey through the 
same description of country, varied however with de- 
tached clumps of thorny mimosas. On the march we 
crossed a swarm of locusts, resting for the night on the 
grass and bushes. They lay so thick that the waggons 
could have been filled witli them in a very short time, 
covering the large bushes just as a swarm of young bees 
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covers the branch on which it pitches. LocUsts i 
liittening and wholesome food to man, birds, and i 
sorts of beasts ; cows and horses, lions, jackals, fayte: 
antelopes, elephants, &c., devour them. We met a p 
of Batlapis carrying hea^y burdens of tliein on th) 
backi. Our hungry dogs made a fine feast on tliei 
The cold frosty nigbt had rendered them unable to U 
wing until the sun should restore their powers. As | 
was difficult to obtain sufficient food for my doge, I a 
Isaac took a large blanket, which we spread under a bus 
"hose branches were bent to the ground with the n 
locusts which covered it ; and having shaken the branches, 



in an instant I had more locusts than I eotdd 



carry on my 



Iwick : these we roasted for ourselves and dogs. 

Soon after the sun was up, on looking behind me, I 
i>eheld the locusts stretching to the west in vast clouds, 
resembling smoke ; but the wind, soon after veering round, 
brought them back to us, and they flew over our beads, 
for some time actually darkening the sun. In the evening 
1 continued my march by moonlight, and halted within a 
tew miles of Motito, an extensive kraal of the Batlapis, 
a tribe of BecLuanas. The nights were piercing cold, 
the grass being every morning covered witli white froat. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Uolito — The Becliiiann Tribes — Tlie myaterioiis great iutmul 
Lake — Blcubok and WitdelicyHt Bbuiidant — Park-like Countrj' 
— Wc arrive at the beautiful Vnlo of Bakatla — Dr, Livingstone 
the Missionaiy — Native FasLions at Chiircb — Detennine 
to push on to Bamaugwatfl — The Natives Tollow me Tor 
Venison — Great Variety of Game — A dangerous Fight with 
a herd of Buffaloes, two of which are slain — A Colony of 
Baboons — A Rhinoceros chasps me roimd a Bush — Uabtln 
of the Beast — A noble Eiand killed — An impromptu 
Steak — Slay a ithinoccros, and lose my way in the Forest. 

At an early hour on tlie 17th I outepBnned at Motito, 
where I was kindly received hy Monsieur Loga and Mr. 
Edwards, the former a French missionary stationed at 
Motito, and the latter an English missionary from Ma- 
botza. Another French missionary, named Monsieur 
Lcmue, belonging to the station, was absent. The 
women at Motito wear heavier ornaments of beads than 
any with whom 1 am acquainted. As I have now reached 
the southern borders of that vast tract of Southern Africa 
inhabited by the numerous tribes of the Bechuanas, it 
will be necessary, before proceeding further, to give a 
sketch of their manners and customs. They are a lively 
and intelligent race of people, and remarkable for their 
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good faumour : they are well formed, if not starred in 
infancy. They possess pleasing features and very fine 
eyes and teeth ; their bair is short and woolly ; the 
colour of their compiexion is of a light copper. The 
various tribes live in kraals, or villages, of various sizes, 
along with their respective chicfe. Tlicir wigwams are 
built in a circular form, and thatched with long grass ; 
the floor and wall, inside and out, are plastered with a ' 
compound of clay and cow-dung. The entrances are 
about three feet high and two feet broad. Each wigwam 
is surrounded with a hedge of wickerwork, while one 
grand hedge of wait-a-bit thorns surrounds the entire 
kraal, protecting the inmates trom lions and other { 
animals. 

The dress of the men consists of a kaross, or skin cloak, 
which hangs gracefully from their shoulders ; and another 
garment, termed tsecha, which encircles their loins, and ia 
likewise made of skin. On their feet they wear a simple , 
sandal formed of the skin of the buffalo or camelopard. 
On their legs and arms they carry ornaments of brass and 
copper of different patterns, which are manufactured by 
themselves. The men also wear a few omaments of beads 
round their necks and on their arms. Around theirnecks, 
besides beads, they carry a variety of other appendages, 
the majority of which are believed to possess a powerful 
charm to preserve them from evil. One of these is a 
small hollow bone, through which they blow when in peril i 
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aDotliLT is a set of dice formed of ivorj, which t)icy rattle 
in their hands and cast on the groiind to ascertain if they 
are to he lucky in any enterjmse in which they may be 
about to engage ; also a host of bits of root and bark 
which are medicinal. From their necks also depend 
gourd Bnuff-boxes made of an extremely dirainutife species 
of pumpkin, trained to grow in a bottle-lik^ shape. They 
never move without their arms, which consist of a shield, 
a bundle of assagais, a battle-axe, and a knobkerry. 
The shields are formed of the hide of the buflklo or 
cainelopard ; their shape among some tribes is oybI, 
among others round. The assagai is a sort of light spear 
or javelin, having a wooden shaft about six feet in length 
attached to it. Some of these are formed solely for 
throwing, and a skilful wiurior will send one through a 
maa'a body at one hundred yards. Another variety of 
aasag^ ia formed solely for stabbing. The blades of 
these are stouter, and the shafts shorter and thicker, than 
the other variety. They are found mosily among the 
tribes very far in the interior. Their battle-axes are 
elegantly formed, consisting of a triangular-shaped blade, 
fastened in a handle formed of the horn of the rhinoceros. 
The men employ their time in war and hunting, and in 
dressing the skins of wild animals. The dress of the 
women consists of a kuross depending from tlie shoulders, 
and a short kilt formed of the skin of the pallah, or some 
other antelope. Around their necks, arms, waiata, and 
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ankles they wear large and cumbrous coils of beads of 
a variety of colours, tastefully arranged In different 
patterns. The women chiefly employ their time in cul- , 
tivating their fields and gardens, in which they rear com, 
pumpkins, and water-melons; and likewise in faarvcgting < 
their crops and grinding their com. Both men and 
wnmcn go bareheaded : they anoint their heads with 
"sibelo."a shining compoaition, being a mixture of fat 
and a grey sparkling ore, having the appearance of mica. , 
Some of the tribes besmear tlieir bodies with a mixture 
of fat and red clay, imparting to them the appearance ' 
of Red Indiana. Most of the tribes possess cattle ; these ' 
are attended to and milked solely by the men, a womaa 
being never allowed to set foot within ibe uattle-kraal. 
Polygamy is allowed, and any man may keep as many 
wives as he pleases : the wife, however, has in the first 
instance to be purchased. Among tribes possessed of 
cattle the price of a wife ia ten head of cattle ; but among 
the poorer tribes a wife may be obtained for a few spades 
with which they cultivate their fields. These spades, 
which are manufactured by themselves, are fastened in 
tile end of a long shaft, and iire use<l as our labourers 
use the hoe. Rows of women may be seen <)igging to- 
gether in the fields singing songs, to which tliey keep 
time with their spades. 

The name of the chief at Motito was Motchuara, a 
subordinate of the great chief Mahura. He waa very 
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s that I ebnuld remain a day with him, for the piir- 
po3t; of trading in ostricb-fcathere and karosses ; but being 
anxious to push forward, I resumed my march in the after- 
noun, and trekked on till near midnight, when I encamped 
in an extenHive forest of grey and ancient-looking canieel- 
dom treea. These were the finest I had yet seen in 
Africa, each tree assuming a wide-spreading and pic- 
tureeque appearance. They were detached and in groups, 
like oaks in an English deer-park. Many of them 
; inhabited by whole colonies of the social grosbeak, 
a bird with whose wonderful habitations the branches 
c loaded. These remarkable birds, which are about 
the size and appearance of the British greenfinch, con- 
struct their nesta and live socially together under one 
common roof, the whole fabric being formed of tlry grass, 
and exhibiting at a Ebort distance the appearance of a 
haycock stuck up in the tree. The entrances fo the nests 
are from beneath. They are built aide by side, and when 
seen from below resemble a honeycomb. 

At dawn of day on the following morning we continue*! 
our march through the venerable cameel-dorn forest. The 
road was extremely hcaiy, cousistiiig of soft loose sand. 
Having proceeded about six miles, emerging from the 
forest, we entered once more on a wide-spreading open 
country, covered in some parts with bushes, and in others 
only with grass. Another hour brought us to Little Chooi, 
a large saltpan, where we oblaiued water for ourselves ami 
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cattle from a deep pit made by men. In sight were s | 
few zebras, ostriches, and springboks. In the forenooo | 
a number of cattle, belonging to Malmra, came to drink 1 
at the pit. Some nf these carried enormous wide- 
spreading horns. Mahura and his tribe possess immeuse 
herds of cattle, the majority of which they " lifted " 
obtained in war from other Bechuana tribes. Some yean I 
before this, Mahura, assisted by another tribe, had at- 
tacked Sobiqua, king of the Bawangketse, a tribe inhabiting I 
the borders of the great Kalahari desert, whom they j 
routed, and succeeded in driving off the majority of th^ i 
vast herds. Upon thb, Sobiqua and his tribe fled witli j 
the remainder of the cattle across a portion of the desert 
to the westward, and for some years located themselves 1 
on the borders of a vast inland lake. This mysterious 1 
lake the natives in the vale of Bakatla state to be situated J 
due west from their poaiuon ; while the natives of J 
Bamangwato, situated two hundred and 6fty miles to tbfl I 
northward, always pointed out to me the north-west as ita- ] 
position. Tbcy represented to me that the natives on its 
banks were possessed of canoes; that its waters were . 
salt ; and that every day the waters retired to feed, and 1 
again returned, by which I understood that this lake, 
whatever it may be, is affected by some tide. 

At three f.m. we inspanued, and held on till midnight 
with line moonlight, crossing a desert and sandy country. 
In the vicinity of Chooi we passed an extensive range of . 
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old pitfalls, formed by the natives for entrapping game. 
They were dug in the form of a crescent, and occujued 
an extent of nearly a quarter of a mile. On the march 
I observed some enormous trunks of trees tliat had been 
destroyed by fire in bygone years. On the following day 
we reached Loharon, an uninteresting and desolate spot, 
where we encamped for the day beside a pool of rain- 
water. Here I observed a few hartebcesta, saasaybys, 
and zebras. On the 20th, having breakfasted, we in- 
spanned, and eontinued our march till sunset. We parsed 
through a very level country, covered with detached 
bushes. The dulness of the scene, however, was en- 
livened by a wondrous flight of locusts, the largest I had 
ever beheld. The prospect was obscured by them as far 
as we could see, resembling the smoke arising from a thou- 
sand giant bonfires ; while those above our heads darkened 
our patli with a double flight— the one next the ground 
flying north, while the upper clouds of them held a 
southerly course. The dogs, as usual, made a hearty 
meal on them. 

We continued our march by moonlight, hailing at 
midnight in a vast open plain beside a small pool of rain- 
water. After breakfast I rode forth in quest of spring" 
boks, of which I bagged a couple. I fell in with blue 
and black wildebeests, zebras, ostriches, and blcsboks. 
The plains here were bare and open, resembling the 
country frequented by the blesboks to tlie southward of 
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the Vaal, with which country I subaequently ascertained I 
it to be connected, in a due southerly course, by an I 
endless Buccession of similar bare plains, throughout the 1 
entire extent of which the bleahok and black wildebeest 1 
are abundant. While galloping after a herd of zebras, 
" The Immense Brute" put his foot into a hole, and camti 
down with great violence on his head, pitching nac over hia i 
bows. I saved my rifle at the risk of sacrificing my | 
collar-bone ; and would have escaped without further ii 
jury than the loss of a portion of the bark of my cheek, | 
had not my horse described a somersault, coming down J 
with the broad <if his back on the calf of my right legi \ 
and bruising it so severely as to incapacitate me firona | 
walking for several days. About midday we resumed 
our march, and in the evening we reached Great Cliooi, 
a very large saltpau at present full of water. IJere I 
found, for the first time, the bones and skull of a rhino- I 
ceros long killed. My interpreter informed me tliat the 1 
rhinoceros had long left that country ; to his surprise, I 
however, we discovered fresh spoor by the fouutailL I 
Continuing our march, on the 2^nd wo entered on a ncir 1 
description of country ; boundless open plains being sue- J 
ceeded by endless forests of dwarfish trees and bushes, J 
the ground slightly undulating, and covered with . 
variety of rich grasses and aromatic herbs. The old and I 
seldom -trod den waggon-track which we followed seemed 1 
a favourite footpath for a troop of lions, their large and 
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heavy spoor being deeply imprinted in our palli. At 
sundown wc 'encamped on the Siklagole River, a periodical 
stream, in -the gravelly bed of which fine spring-water 
could be obtained by digging. As we were in great want 
of flesh, rayliungry pack being nearly starving, I resolved 
to rest my ifXen on the following day, and hunt for eland, 
the Epoor of several of wliicb we discovered beside our 
encampment 

On tbe morning of the 23nl I rode eaat with after- 
ridera and a paekhorse. The country through which 
we passed resembled a va£t interminable park, tteing 
adomed with a continued succession of picturesque 
dwarfish forest-trees single and in groups. Such, with 
the exception of a few grassy open plains, is the character 
of the country from Siklagole, as &r as the mountains of 
Bakatia, which we reached on the 31st. Having crossed 
these, we proceeded up a valley about three miles, when 
we reached a gorge io the mountains which connected 
this fine valley with the great strath or vale of Bakatia. 
Througii this gorge ran a stream of the purest crystal 
water. Our road lay along the mar^n of this stream, 
across large masses of stone and ledges of rock, which 
threatened every moment tlie destruction of our waggons. 

Fallowing tbe stream for half a mile, we arrived at 
Mabotza, the kraal of Mosielely, king of tJie Bakatlas, 
a tribe of Bechnanas. Here I was kindly rec-ivcd bj 
Dr, Livingstone, the resident missionary. The vale of 
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BakatU, which I had now reached, is one nf the most 
beautiful spoU in Afnca. It is a broad and level strath 
extending from east to west, and bounded by picturesque 
rocky mountains, beautifully wooded to their BiimmitB. 
In parts the strath is adorned with groves and patches of 
beautiful forest-trees of endless variety ; in others it is 
open, carpeted with a goodly coating of luxuriant grass. 
A large portion of the valley, opposite to the town, is 
cultivated by the Bakatia women, and a succession of 
extensive corn-fields stretched away to the northward of 
the kraal. These had lately been denuded of theirerops, 
but a goodly show of pumpkins and water-melons still 
remained on the 6elds. The following day was Sunday, 
and I attended Divine service in a temporary place of 
worship that had been erected by the missionaries. It 
was amusing to remark, in the costume of the Bakatlas 
on this occasion, the progress of the march of civilization. 
All those who had managed to get hold of some Euro- 
pean article of dress had donned it, some appearing 
in trousers without shirts, and others in shirts without 
trousers. 

The 2nd of June was the coldest day I had experi- 
enced in Africa, a cutting cold wind blowing off the 
Southern Ocean. On the morning of the 2nd I waa 
waited upon by Mosielely, attended by a number of bia 
nobility and others of the tribe, who flocked around my 
waggons importunately requesting snuff. Tlic appear- 
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ance of the chief was mild, hut not dignified. One of 
his generals, with whom he seemed to be on very in- 
timate terms, was a jolly-looking old warrior with a wall 
eye, and a face strongly marked with the Bmall-pox. 



{ name was "Siemi." He had killed about 
I in battle with his own hand, and bore a mark 



This mi 
twenty r 

of honour for every man. This mark was a line tattooed 
on Ilia ribs. Mosiclely presented me with a bag of sour 
milk, and requested that I would tarry with him for a 
few days for the purpose of trading. I informed him 
that I was now anxious to push on tu the country of the 
elephants, but would trade with him od my retun]. This 
intimation seemed very much to disappoint the king, who 
was ansious to exchange karosses for guns and ammuni- 
tion. But I had resolved to part with my muskets solely 
for ivory, which article Mosielely on this particular occa- 
uon did not p 



' The B&kiktlas wurk a great deal in iron, nianuracluring vBrioiis 
Kiticlea, with which they supply tlie neighbouring tribes. They 
obttin their iron from ore, which Ihey procure by Mcavaling in 
the surrounding wountRins. This ore is smelted ia cniciblos, a 
great dual uf the metal being wesled, and only the beat and purest 
being preserved, Thoy uso a sort of double bellows, consisting of 
two bags of skin, by which the air is forced through the loug tapering 
lubes of the two horns of the orjT. The person using the IwUowB 
squats between the two bags, which be raises and de{ire88es alter- 
nately, working one with each hand. 1'lioir hanimer and anvil 
(xnudst of two stones, lliey nevertheless contrive to tnm very 
neat workmanship out of Uwir hands, suuh as spears, battlo-axw, 
assaguis, knives, »«wiug-nccdles, itc. ITie men of this tribe alio 
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Dr. LiviDgstoiie informed me that large game was 
abundant on all sides to the northward of Bakatla. He 
stated ihat herds of elephants occasionaUy visited the 
territories of the adjoining cliiefs, sometimes frequenting 
a district for half a summer ; but that at present he was 
not aware of any elephants in the forests adjacent to 
Bakatla. He represented the distant and unexplored 
forests beyond Bamangwato, the territory of Sicomy, as 
being allowed by the natives to be the country wliere 
^lephanta were at all times abundant. There was also a 
prospect of obtaining there ivory in barter for my muskets. 
I accordingly resolved, in the first instance, to direct my 
attention mainly to elephants, and not to tarry in any 
district, however favourable, for the purpose of hunting 
other varieties of game. Dr. Livingstone stated that I 
should experience considerable difficulty in reaching 
Bamangwato, since there was no path nor track of any 
description to guide me thither. My only chance of 
getting there seemed to depend on being able to obtain 
Bechuana guides from Caadiy, a suboriiinatc chief of a 
branch of the " Baquaina " tribe, then resident at a place 
called *■ Booby," situated about eighty miles to the 
north-west of Bakatla. Without these guides it would 
be almost imposdble to proceed, as tlie waters were few 



manufacture large woodeii bowla, which they cut out of the solid 
piooe, the tool Lhoy um fur tlils jiurjiose being ii Hniall imjilpnHait 
ebaped like an adze. 
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yery far between. The probability, Iiowcvlt, was 
.t these guides would be refused, since it is the in- 
variable policy of African chiefs to prevent all travellers 
penetrating beyond themselves. 
Bamangwato is distant upwards of two hundred miloB to 
the northward of Bakatia, from whieh it ia separated Iiy 
rugged and apparently impassable mountain ranges, ex- 
tensive sandy deserts, which are destitute of water, ami 
vast and trackless forests. Isaac, my interpreter, already 
began to lose heart, and raised a thousand objections to 
my proceeding to so distant a country. He recommended 
ly rather hunting in the territory of " Sichely," the para- 
mount chief of the Baquaines, ^tuated alwut fifty miles to 
the north of BakatU, where he assured me we should 
find elephants. Perceiving that his remonstrancci did 
avail, and that I was inexorable, he propoaed reaign- 
his commission, and was with difficulty prevailed on 
by Dr. Uvingstone to agree to accompany me fortlier. 

On the 3rd I took leave of my kind friend Dr. Living- 
stone, and started for Bainangwa'o. I was accompanied 
by a large party of the BakatU men and two Baquaines. 
Tbey followed me in the hripe of obtaining fle^h, a rc|>ort 
having spread tbrou^ the tribe that I waa a waceemfai 
himter. Tie Bechoaaai are extremely fend of IrA, 
wliicfa they consider the only food befiuh^ mm. Cecil 
and milk tbey reclcaa the fm>d of women. Ilating no 
at bome, and beiog seldom able to kill large (pme 



242 



ADVENTURES W 80DTH AFRICA. 



for theraselyes, they entertain great respect for those who 
kill plenty of venison for them, and they will travel to 
very great distances for the purpotie of obtaining it. We 
proceeded in a westerly course, and held up the lovely 
valley of Rakatla, through open glades and psb-hes of 
ancient forests. 

I had ridden only a short distance across the valley 
when I fell in with a troop of blue wildebeests, one of 
which I wounded and immediately lost in rocky ground. 
I then rode on, and crossed a ridge of stony hills covered 
with thick jungle, after which I entered upon another 
grassy and well-wooded valley. Presently I observed 
seven majestic buck koodoos standing on the mountain 
side high above me. In trying to stalk these I disturbed 
a troop of graceful pallahs and a herd of zebras, which 
clattered along the mountain, and spoiled my stalk with 
the koodoos. I now observed a large herd of buffaloes 
reclining under a clump of mimosa-trees a little farther 
up the valley. Descending from my position, I secured 
my horse to a tree, and proceeded to stalk in on the 
iniRaioe.". While I was doing this, a herd of zebras, 
which I had not observed, got my wind aud came 
cantering through the cover within a few yards of me. 
When I reached the spot where I had seen the buboes 
they were gone. 

Early on the 4th we inspanned and continued our 
march for Booby, a Urge party of savages still following 
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tlie waggons, Btifore proceeding far I was tiimpted bj 
the beautifnl appearance of the country to saddle Iiorses 
to hunt in ihe mountains westward of my course. I 
directed the waggons to proceed a few miles under guid- 
ance of the natives, and there awmt my arrival. I was 
accompanied by Isaac, who was mounted on the Old Grey, 
and carried my clumsy Dutch riSe of six to the pound. 
Two Bechuauas followed us, leading four of ray dogs. 
Havmg crossed a well-wooded strath, we reached a little 
crystal river, whose margin was trampled down with the 
spoor of a great variuty of heary game, but eBpecially of 
buffalo and rhinoceros. We took up the epoor of a troop 
of buffaloes, which we followed along a path made by the 
heavy beasts of the forest through a neck in the hills ; 
■ind emerging from the thicket, we beheld, on the other 
Slue of a valley wliich had opened upon us, a herd of about 
ten huge bull bufialocs. These I attempted to stalk, but 
was defeated by a large herd of zebras, which, getting 
our wind, charged past and started tbe buffaloes. I 
ordered the Bechuanas to release the dogs ; and spurring 
Colesberg, which I rode for the first time since the 
affair with the lioness, I gave chase. The buffaloes 
crossed tbe valley in front of me, and made for a stic- 
c«sNon of dense thickets in the hills to the northward. 
As they crossed the valley, by riding hard I obtained a 
broadside shot at the last bull, and fired both barrels into 
him. He, however, continued bis course, but I presently 
m2 
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separated him, along with two other bulls, from t)ie troops 
My rifle being a two-grooved, wHcli is hard to load, I waa 
unable to do so on horseback, and followed with it 
empty, in the hope of bringing them to hay. In pasnng 
through a grove of thorny trees I lost sight of the 
wounded buflalo ; he had turned short and doubled 
back, a common practice with them when wounded. 
After following the other two at a hard gallop for about 
two miles, I waa riding within five yards of their huge 
broad stems. They exhaled a strong bovine smell, which 
came hot in my face. I expected every minute that 
they would come to bay, and give me time to load ; 
but this they did not seem disposed to do. At length, 
finding I had the speed of them, I increased my pace ; 
and going ahead. I placed myself right before the finest 
bull, thus expecting to force him to stand at bay; 
ujmn which he instantly charged me with a low roar, 
very similar to the voice of a lion. Colesberg neatly 
avoided the charge, and the hull resumed his northward 
course. We now entered on rocky gniund, and tbfl 
forest became more dense as we proceeded. Tlie buf- 
faloes were evidently making for some strong retreat, I, 
however, managed with much difficulty to hold them in 
view, following as best I could through thorny thickets. 
Isaac rode some hundred yards behind, and kept shout- 
ing to me to drop the pursuit, or I should be killed. 
At last the buSaloos suddenly pulled up, and stood at 
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bay in a thicket within twenty yards of me. Springing 
from my horse, I hastily loaded my two-grooved rifle, 
which I had scarcely completed when Isaac rode up 
and inquired what had become of the buffaloes, little 
dreaming that they were standing within twenty yards 
of him. I answered by pointing my rifle across his 
horse's nose, and letting fly sharp right and left at the 
two buffaloes. A headlong charge, accompanied by a 
muffled roar, was the result. In an instant I was round 
a clump of tangled thorn-trees ; but Isaac, by the vio- 
lence of hifl efforts to get his horse in motion, lost his 
balance, and at the same instant, hi? girths giving way, 
himself, his saddle, and big Dutfh rifle, all came to the 
ground together, with a heavy crash, right in the path of 
the infuriated buffaloes. Two of the dogs, which had 
fortunately that moment Joined us, met tbcm in tlieir 
charge, and, by diverting their attention, probably saved 
Isaac from instant destruction. The buffaloes now took 
up another poeition la an adjoining tliicket. They were 
both badly wounded, blotches and pools of blood mark- 
ing tlie ground where they had stood. The dogs ren- 
dered me assistance by taking up their attention, and 
in a few minutes these two noble bulls breathed their last 
beneath the shade of a mimosa grove. Each of them in 
dying repeatedly uttered a very striking, low, deep moan. 
This I subsequently ascertained the buffalo invariably 
utters when in the act of expiring. 
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On going up to tliem I was astonished to behold their 
size and powerful appearance. Tlieir homs reminded 
me of the ru^ed trunk of an oak-tree. Each horn » 
upwards of a foot in breadth at the base, and together I 
they etfectually proti;cted the skull it-it)i a massive and \ 
impenetrable shield. The horns, descending, and spread- 
ing out horizontally, completely overshadowed ihe am- J 
mal's eyes, impailing to him a look the most ferocious ] 
and sinister that can he imagined. On my way to ths I 
waggons I shot a stag sassayby, and while I was engaged 1 
in removing his head a troop of about thirty doe pallabs I 
cantered past me, followed by one )>rincely old buck. 
Snatching up my rifle, I made a fine shot, and rolled him J 
over in the grass. 

Early in the afternoon I despatclied men with a pack- 
horse to bring the 6ner of the two buffalo-hcaJs. It waa 
so ponderous that two powerful men could with difficult ] 
raise it from the ground. The Bechuanas who had ao I 
companied me, on hearing of my sucix'ss, snatched up 
their shields and assagais, and hastened to secure the 
flesh, nor did I see any more of them, with the excep- 
tion of the two Bafiuaines, who remained with me, bemg 
cngiiged in a plot with my interpreter to prevent my 
penetrating to Bamangwato. Isaac did not soon foi^et ■ 
his adventure with the buffaloes ; and at night over ths I 
6re he informed my men that I was mad, and that any | 
man who followed me was going headlong to his own I 




deatritction. At ao early hour on the 5th I continued 
my march through a. glorious country of hill and dale, 
tbroughout which water was abundant. 

Beautifully wooded hills and mountains stretched away 
on every side ; some of the mountains were particularly 
grand and majestic, their aummits- being eurrouuded by 
steep precipices and abrupt parapets of rock, the abodes 
of whole colonies of black-faced buboons, which, asto- 
nished to behold such novel intruders upon their domains, 
leburely descended the craggy mountain sides for u 
nearer inspection of our cai'avan. Seating themselves 
U^etber upon a broad ledge, thuy seemed to hold a 
council as to the propriety of permitting us to proceed 
farther through their territories. Having advanced 
about nine miles, I drew up my waggons on the lank of 
a rivulet, where the spoor of large game was extremely 
abundant. In the bed of the stream I discovered the 
scaly skin of a manis, which had been newly eaten by 
some bird of prey. This extraordinary animal, which 
in its habits partakes of the uature of the hedgehog, is 
about three feet in length, and is covered all over with 
an impenetrable coat of mail, consisting of large 
rough scales about the size and shape of tlie husk of 
an artichoke; these overlap one anotiier in an extra- 
ordinary and very beautiful manner. It^ tall is broad 
and likewise covered with scales; on being disturbed it 
rolls itself into a boll : the manis is met with Uirougli- 
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out the interior of South Africa, but it is rare and very 
seldom seen. 

It was on the 4th of June that I lieheld for the first 
time the rhinoceros. Having taken some cofiee, I rode 
out unattended, witli my rifle, and before proceeding far I 
fell in with a huge wliite rhinoceros with a lai^e calf, 
standing in a thorny grove. Getting my wind, she set 
ofl" at top speed through thick thorny bushes, tlie calf, 
as is invariably the case, taking the lead, and the mother 
guiding its course by placing her horn, generally about 
three feet in length, against its ribs. My horse shied 
very much at first, alarmed at the strange appear- 
ance of " Cliukuroo," but by a sharp application of spur 
and jambok I prevailed upon him to follow, and pre- 
sently, the ground improving, I got alongside, and, firing 
at the gallop, sent a bullet through her slioulder. She 
continued her pace with blood streaming from the wound, 
and very soon reached an impracticable thorny jungle, 
where I could not follow, and instantly lost her. In half 
an hour I fell in with a second rhinoceros, being an old 
bull of the white variety. Diamounting, I crept withia 
twenty yards, and saluted him with both barrub in the 
shoulder, upon which he made off, uttering a load | 
blowing noise, and upsetting everything thai obstructed 
his progress. 

Shortly afler this I found myself on the banks of the 
stream beside which my waggous were outspanned. 




CHASED BY A RHINOCESOS. 



Following along its margin, I presently beheld a bull of 
the borele, or black rbinoceros, standing within a hun- 
dred yards of me. Dismounting from my horse I se- 
cured bira to a tree, and then stalked within twenty yards 
of the huge beast under cover of a large strong bush. 
Borele, bearing me advance, came on to see what it 
was, and suddenly protruded liis horny nose within twenty 
yards of me. Knowing well that a front shot would 
not prove deadly, I sprang to my feet and ran behind 
the bush. Upon this the villain charged, blowing loudly, 
and chased me round the bush. Had his activity been 
equal to his ugliness, my wanderings would have termi- 
nated here, but by my superior agility I had the advaa- 
tage in the turn. After standing a short time eyeing me 
through the bush, be got a whiff of my wind, which at 
once alarmed him. Uttering a blowing noise, and erect- 
ing his insignificant yet saucy-looking tail, he wheeled 
about, leaving me master of the field, when I sent a 
bullet through his ribs to teach him manners.' 



> or the rUnoccToa thera are fuur varieties in South Africa, dis- 
tinguished by the Bvcbuauiu by tho oatues of the UiriU or black 
rhiiioc(.T08, tbe keilloa or two-homed black rhinoceros, the innchocho 
or common white rhinoceros, nnd the kobooha or long-homed while 
rhinoceros. Both innetics of the black rUinoceroa are extremely 
fierce and dimgerous, &nd rush headlong and unprovoked nl nny 
object which nltraclH their attention. TUcy never nllaia much fat, 
uid their flesh is tough, and not much eateemod b; the BechuunBa. 
Their food connsts almost entirety of the thorny branches of the 
wait-a-bit thorns. Their horns are much aborler than tliose of the 

h3 
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Finding that rhinocerosea were abundant in the vicinity, J 
I resolved to halt a day for the purpose of hunting, and! 
after an early break&Et on the 6th I rode south-eai 

otlier varietif!), ^Idom txceeding eighteen inches in length. I'hqr 
are finely |x>li9hed with constant rubbing against thu ticcB. Tha 
akuli a reniarknblf foniicd, its most Btriking feature being the 
tremendous thick ossification in which it euda aliove the nostrils. 
It in on this mass that th<3 bom is supported. The boms are not 
Qouiioc tod with Uie skull, being attached merely by the skin, and theji ' 
may tliua be separated from the bend by means of a sharp knife. , 
They are hard and perfectly eoUd throughont, and are a finu material.] 
for various articles, such as drinking cups, mallets for rifles, handled 
for turner's tools, Ac. Sec. The h.jm is capable of a very hi^fl 
polish. The eyes of the rhinoooros are small and sparkling, and do ^ 
tiot readily observe the hunter, provided he keep to leewatd of ^ 
them, Tlio skin is extremely thick, and «ily to bo |ienetratod lif 
bullets hardened with solder. During the day the rhinoceros will 
be fouud lying asleep or standing iudnlently in some retired part 
of the forest, or under the base of the monntains, sheltered from 
the power of the sim by some friendly grave of uiubtelk-topped 
mimosas. In the evening they commence their nightly ramble, and i 
wander over a groat eslent of country. They Tisiially viat tba , 
fountains between the hours of nine and twelve o'clock at oigHti 
sjid it is on these occasions that they may be most siiooeBsfulljr 
hunted, and with the least danger. The black rhinoceros is subject 
to paroxysms of unprovoked fuiy, often ploughing up iJie ground 
for several yards with its bom, and assaulting large bushes in the 
most violent manner. On Uiese bushes they work for hours with ihoir 
horns, at the same time snorting and blowing loudly, nor do they 
leaVD theui in general mitil they have broken them into ;riecea. 
The rhinoceros is supposed by many, and by myself among the 
rest, to be the animal alluded to by Job, chap, xixix. veraet 10 
and 11, where it is a-ritton, " Canst thou bind the tmicom witk 
his band in the furrow ? or will he harrow tlie valleys after thee ? 
Wilt thou trust him because his strength is great? or wilt thoK 
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with the two Baquaines. Tln'y led mc along the bases 
of the mountains, tlirough woody dells and open glades, 
and we eventually reached a grand forest grey with age. 

Icttve thy labour to hira ?" evidently alluding to an aniinal [nsseBsed 
of great strength and of untamable diMposiUon, for both of which the 
rhinoceros in remarkable. All the four varictiee delight to roll 
and wallow in mud, wjtb which iheir nigged hides are generally 
encrusted. Both varieties of the black rhinoceros are much smaller 
and more activo than the white, and are so swift that a horse with a 
rider on his back can rarely overtake them. The two varieries of the 
white rhinoceroa are so similar in habits, that the description of one 
will serve for both ; the prindpal difference consisting in the Iviigth 
and set of tlie anterior horn j that of the muchocho averaging from 
two to three feet in length, and pointing backwards ; whilo the horn 
of the kobooba often exceeds four feet in length, and inclines ToTward 
rrow the Doee at an angle of 46°. The posterior bom of either species 
seldom exceeds six or seven inches In length. The kobaoba is the 
rarer of the two, and it is found very far in the interior, chiefly to 
the eastward of the Limpopo, Its horns are very valuable for loading 
rods, supplying a substance at once suitable for a Bjwrting imple- 
ment anil excellent for the purpose. Both these varieties of rhino- 
ceros attain an enormous si«!, being the ouinmla next in magnitude 
to the elephant. They feed solely on gisfis, cany much fat, and 
thoir flesh is excellent, being preferable to beef. They are of a 
much milder and more Inoffensivo disposition than the black rhino- 
ceros, rarely charging their pnrsuer. Their speed is very inferior 
to that of the other varieties, and a person well mounted can over- 
take and shoot them. The heail of these is a foot longer than that 
of the hoTiU. They generally carry their beads low, whereas the 
borMd, when disturbed, carries his very high, which imparts to him 
a saucy and independent air. Unlike the elephants, they never 
associate in herds, but are met Kith Bingly or in pnits. In diatricta 
■where they are abundant, from three to six may be found in com- 
pany, and I OQce saw upwards of s doxen congregalt.'d together on 
some young grass, but such ai 
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Here we fotind abundance of spoor of a variety of game, J 
and started several herds of tlie more common varietJea. ) 
At length I observed an old bull eland standing under a 
tree. He was the first that I had seen, and was a noble 
specimen, standing about six feet high at the shoulder. 
Observing us. he made off at a gallop, springing over the 
trunks of decayed trees which lay across liis path ; but 
very soon he reduced hia pace to a trot. Spurring my 
horse, another moment saw me riding hard behind him. 
Twice in the thickets I lost sight of him, and be very i 
nearly escaped me ; but at lengtli, the ground improving, J 
I came up with him, and rode within a few yards behind 
him. Long streaks of foam now streamed from his mouth, 
and a profuse perspiration had changed his sleek grey coat 
to an ashy blue. Tears trickled from his large dark eye, 
and it was plain that the eland's lioiirs were numbered. 
Pitching my rifle to my shoulder, I let fly at the gallop, 
and mortally woimded him behind ; then spurring ray 
horse, I shot past him on his right side, and discharged 
my other barrel behind his shoulder, when the eland 
staggered for a moment and subsided in the duet' The 



■ ThU nu^cuificfiit aaimsl is by Tar the largest of all tbeaobilopa 
tribe, eicoeding a large ax in gizo. It also attainB an extm- 
urdiimry condition, being often burtbened with a very large- amount 
of fnt. Its flesh is most excellent, and is juBtl; estoemed above 
all others. It has a peculiar aneetDesa, and ia tender aud fit for 
UBO the moment the animal is kilted. Like tbe gemBbok, the elaiid 
is independent of water, and frequents the borders of the great 
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two Baquaines soon made tlicir appesrance, and seemed 
delighted at my succcas. Having kindled a fire, tbey 
cut out steaks, which they roasted on the embers : I also 
cooked a steak for myself, spitting it upon a forked 
branch, the other end of whicb I sharpened with my 
knife and stuck into the ground. 

Having eaten my steak, I rode to my waggons, where 
I partook of coffee, and having mounted a fresh horse I 
again set forth, accompanied by Carollus leading a pack- 
horse, to bring home the head of the eland and a supply 
of the flesh : I took all my dogs along with me to share 
in the banquet We had not proceeded far when the 
dogs went aliead on some seent. Spurring my horse, I 
followed through the thorny bushes as best I might, and, 
emerging on an open glade, I beheld two huge while 

Kalahari desert in benb varying from ten to a hunilred. It i» aiao 
geoerally diSuBCil throughout all the wooded districts of the interior 
where 1 have huuUd. Like other varieties of ileer and antelope, 
the old males may oflcn be found omsortjng together B[iart from 
the females, and a troop of these, when in full condition, may be 
likened to a herd of atall-fed oxen. The eland hon less speed 
than any other variety of aiilcloi>e ; and, by judicious riding, they 
nuiy be driven la camp from a great ditttance. In thia manner I 
have often ridden tho beat bnll out of the herd, and brought him 
virithin gunshot of my waggons, where 1 could more conveniently 
cut up and preserve the fleiih, without the trouble of aendiug me[i 
and pock-oxen to rntch it. I have re[>eatedly seen an eland dnip 
down dead at the end of a aevcre ehaae, owing to his plethoric 
habit. The akin of the eland I had juat ahot emitted, like moat 
Other anlclopea, the most delicious perfume of trees and graiu. 
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rhinocerosea trotting along before me. The dogs attacked I 
them with furj, and a scene of intense exeitement en- 
sued. The Old Grey, on observing them, pricked up , 
his ears and seemed only half inclined to follow, but a 
sharp application of the spur reminded hira of his duty, 
and I was presently riding within ten yards of the stern 
of the largest, and sent a bullet through her back. 
The Old Grey shied considerably and became very un- 
manageable, and on one occa^on, in consetjuence, the j 
rhinoceros, finding herself hemmed in by a bend in a I 
watercom%e, turned round to charge : I had a very 
narrow escape. Presently, galloping up on one side, I gave 
her a bad wound in the shotilder, soon after which she 
came to bay in the dry bed of a river. Dismounting from 
my horse, I commenced loading, but before this Has 
accomplished she was off once more. I followed her 
putting on my caps as I rode, and coming up alongside 
I made a tine shot from the saddle, tiring at the gallop. 
The ball entered somewhere near her heart. On receiv- 
ing this eliot she reeled about, while torrents of blood 
streamed from her mouth and wounds, and presently she 
rolled over and expired, uttering a shrill screaming 
sound as she died, wliich rhinoceroses invariably do while ' 
in the agonies of death. 

The chase had led roe close in along the northern base 
of a lofty detached mountain, the highest in all that 
country. This mountain is called by the Bechuaoae the 
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jMountain of the Eagles. The eland which I had shot in 
the morning lay somewhere to the southward of this 
mountain, but far in the level forest. Having rounded 
the mountain, I began to recognise the ground, and 
presently 1 had the satisfaction to behold a few 
vultures soaring over the forest in advance, and, on 
proceeding a short distance farther, large groups of 
these birds were seated ou the grey and weather-beaten 
branches of the loftiest old trees of the forest. This was 
a cert^n sign that the eland was not fai* distant ; and on 
raising my voice and loudly calling on the name of 
Carollus, I was instantly answered by that individual, 
who, heedless of his master's fate, was actively employed 
in cooking for himself a choice steak from the dainty 
rump of the eland. That night I slept beneath the blue 
and starry canopy of heaven. My sleep was hght and 
sweet, and no rude dreams or hankering cares disturbed 
the eqnanimity of my repose. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

My Hottentots object lo ailvance farther into the Interior — A Boar I 
Hunt — We marcli through a charming Country — The Moun- 
tain PoHs of Scactabie — A Lion and LioticBS inspect my Cattle, j 
and the Lion pays for peeping — Hungry HyamBB sup upm the 
Cattle Furtuture — The Camelopard ^~ Description of ita Habita 1 
— Booby, a Bechuana Kraal — Gun Medicine — Disaatrona j 
Finale to an Incantation — Native Conspiracy to prevent mj 
fartJicr Progrcas. 



At an early hour on the 7th we arose, and, having loaded 
the pack-horsi; with a burden of flesh and fat, I de- ' 
spatehcd utm of the Baquainea with him to camp. CaroUuB 
and I then rode for the rhinoceros to secm^ the horn. 
On nearing the careaee, a noble bull-buffalo stood within 
tliirty yarda of me, but I had omitted to put on my caps, 
LioDS had consumed a large part of the rhinoceros, and 
had sneaked off on hearing us approach, leaving, as is ' 
usual, matted locks from their shaggy grey maues stick- 
ing on the broken points of the projecting ribs. My 
dogs on scenUng them ran barking angrily in the direction 
which the lions had held, springing up into the air with 
their hair bristling along their backs. With considerable 
difficulty we separated the horn of the mucbocho from 
tliu skin by means of a long sharp knife. It was nearly 
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three feet in length, and measured almost a. foot in dia- 
meter at the base. This being acconip1ish<:tl, we re- 
turned to camp. Here I found that Isaac had not been 
idle in forwarding his own views. I at once saw that 
my followers had something unusual on their minds ; 
blackness and dismay were plainly wiitteii on every coun- 
tenance. I had scarcely seated myself beside the fire, 
when Isaac approached me witli a. slow funereal step, 
and horror depicted in his face, and asked me if I bad 
heard the news. I repbed, What news ? He went on to 
state that on the preceding evening two men of the Ba- 
mangwato tribe had passed my waggons on their way to 
Bakatia, to warn that tribe of the on-coming of the cruel 
and warlike Matabili (whoise powerful chief, Moselekatse, 
has been so ably described in the pages of my fullow- 
sportsman Captain Harris). These they represented as 
having a few day it previously attacked and plun- 
dered various Bechuana tribes to the northward, and 
that they were now advancing by rapid marches to de- 
vastate the country and murder the inhabitants of these 
parte. 

This I at once knew to be a fabrication to prevent my 
penetrating farther, and 1 laughed at Isaac and lold him 
he had dreamed it ; to which he replied, " Yes, you will 
not listen to my advice, when you are warned of danger, 
but both you and your men will one day acknowledge 
the trutli of my forebodings." I had considerable diffi- 



258 



ADVENTCBE8 IN 80DTH AFBICA. 



culty in calming the minds of my followers, and prevailing 
on them to proceed farther with me. 

In the afternoon we continued our journey to the north- I 
ward, through a country of increasing lovelinees. Beaa- 
tifuUy wooded hills and valleys, captivating to the sports- J 
man's eye, stretched away on every side, with rivulets of I 
crystal waters in the valleys and the spoor of large J 
game very abundant. On the march my tloga dashed 
up the wind, and in two minutes the peaceful forest waj J 
disturbed by their united voices, angrily barking around | 
some animal which they bad brought to bay. Snatching J 
up my riSe, I rnsbed to the scene of conflict, and found I 
them actively baying a fierce and grisly boar, whose | 
foaming jaws were adorned with a pair of tusks so enor- 
mous as to resemble horns, each of them being upwards 
of a foot in length. It was some time before I could 
obtain a clear shot, owing to the eagerness of my doga, 1 
but at length an opening occurred, when I dropped the I 
gritn boar with a bullet in the heart. Night had scarcely J 
set in when lions commenced to roar in concert on every I 
side of us, and continued their deep and awful music until I 
the sun rose next day. 

On the 8th we performed a short march before break- 
fast, halting beside a stream of delicious water. In the I 
afternoon we resumed our marcli, and baited at sua- | 
down beside the broad aud saudy bed of a periodical 
river, through which ran a crystal stream. 
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On the 9th we continued our march through n 
lovely and romantic country, steering for Sesetabie, 
an extremely bold and picturesque pass, in the lofty 
mountains in which the " Koiiloubeng " or "river 
of wild boars," a tributary to the Ngotwani, takes 
its rise. As the waggons proceeded I walke<l in advance 
with my rifle, and presently brought ilown a sassayby. 
While following a herd of pallahs, the waggons got 
ahead of me ; and on overtaking them, I found them 
drawn up beside a sweet little rocky river, at a short dis- 
tance from the mountain pass, which from its appearance 
we exjiected would prove a barrier to our fartlier progress. 

I ascended a lofty mountain-range to the westward of 
tlie pass. Here I fell in with large colonies of baboons 
and a few klipspringcrs I also saw for the first time 
green parrots and grey squirrels, A number of interest- 
ing binis, possessing melodious voices, and plumage more 
or less gaudy, adorned the groves and forests since I had 
crossed the range of the Rurrichane mountains ; but 
throughout my career in tlie forests of the interior my 
atten^on was necessarily so taken up with the pursuit of 
larger, and to me more interesting, objects of the chase, 
that I could rarely bestow upon the feathered creation 
more than a short and passing glance of admiraUon. 
Ilaving ascended to the summit of the highest mountain 
of the chain, I obtained a glorious view of the surrounding 
country. It was truly a fair and Iwundloss prospect ; 
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affairs I considered it iiigh time to g^ve tb»e bold 
intruders a hint whose cattle they were so carefully 
herding. Snatching up my two-grooved rifle, which at : 
all times bung loaded in niy waggon, I at once ran for- : 
ward under cover of a convenient bushy tree which inter- 
vened, and on g^ning this bush I was within seventy 
yards of the Huns. Here a forked branch afforded an 
admirable rest. I placed my rifle in the fork, and, taking 
the old lion low, I let fly, hitting him in the shoulder; 
the two then wheeled about, and, bounding forward with i 
angry growls, disappeared among the trees. 

From the cool state I was in when I fired, and 1 
the steady aim which the forked branch had afforded 
rac, I felt convinced that the lion, if not dead, must be J 
mortally wounded, but I prudently resolved uot to 1 
proceed in quest of him alone. Presently some of my I 
men, who had gone to tlie carcase of a buffalo I had slain 1 
the previous day, returned bringing the dogs ; and, 1 
having informed them of what liad happened, I pro- j 
ceeded to take up ihc spoor of tlie wounded lion. On | 
reaching tlie spot where the lions had stood, my dogi 
at once commenced barking angrily and looking sharply 1 
around in every direction, their hair bristling on theip j 
backs. I at once discovered blood, which increased as I i 
proceeded from small red drops to large frotliy blotches ; I 
and before advancing two hundred yanis, on approachiug 
a dense greeu bush, my dogs, which led the way, sprang 
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suddenly to one side, barking with great vehemence. By 
this I knew that the lion was dead, and, on cautiously 
rounding the bush, taking care at the same time to give 
It a wide berth, I had the satisfaction to behold a princely 
lion stretched lifeless on thp ground. He was in the 
prime of life, having fine sharp teeth ; and it being now 
the dead of winter he carried the most luxuriant coat of 
hair, the ranknees of his flowing mane exceeding in 
beauty anything I had hitherto seen. I considered 
myself extremely fortunate in having secured so noble a 
specimen of the lion with so little danger, and I at once 
set men to work to unrobe him, which they were not long 
in accomplisliing. 

About midday we inspanned, and trekked on till sun- 
down through a country the most wild and primitive that 
can be conceived. We proceeded under the guidance 
of two Bechuanaa, who had joined us on the preceding 
day, and were proceeding to Booby. The two Baquaines 
who had accompanied me from Bakiitla had forsaken ray 
standard after I had shot the hull eland ; so liberal a 
supply of flesh being far too powerful a temptation to 
admit of their proceeding beyond it On gaining the 
neck of the moimtain-pass our march for a few miles 
wound through beautifully-wooded grassy hills, after 
which we descended into a rugged and densely wooded 
valley, intersected with deep watercourses which threat- 
ened momentarily the destruction of my axletrees. So 
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dense was the jungle that we were obliged repeatedly tofl 
halt the waggons, and cut out a pathway with our axe* I 
before they could advance. Emerging from this TBllef^ I 
we entered upon a more level country, atill, however, I 
densely covered with forest-trees and buabes in endless 
variety. Here water waa very abundant. We crossed 
several streams and marshes whose margins were a n 
of the spoor of wild animals ; that of rhinoceros, buffiilok,B 
and camelopard being most abundant. At one streamJ 
the fresh spoor of a troop of lions was deeply imprinteffl 
in the wet sand. 

Although I am now acquainted with the native names ' 
of a number of the trees of the African forests, yet 
of their scientific names I am utterly ignorant. The 
shoulders and upper ridges of the mountains tlm>ughoat. ■ 
all that country are profusely adorned with the graceful 1 
sandal-wood tree, famed on account of the delicious per- 
fume of it» timber. The leaf of this tree emits at every 
season of the year a powerful and fragrant perfume, 
which IB increased by bruising tlie leaves in the hand. 
Its leaf is small, of a light silvery grey colour, which is 
strongly contrasted by the dark and dense evergreen 
foliage of the moopooroo-tree, which also adorns the 
upper ridges of the mountain ranges. This beautifiil 
tree is interesting, as producing the most delicious and 
serviceable fruit that I have met with throughout those 
distant parts; the poorer natives subsisting upon itfivl 
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several months, during which it continues in eeason. The 
moopooroo is of the size and shape of a very large olive. 
It is at first green, but, gradually ripening, like the 
Indian mango, it becomes beautifully striped with yellow, 
and when perfectly ripe its colour is the deepest orange. 
The fruit is sweet and mealy, similar to the date, and 
contains a small brown seed. It covers the branches, 
and when ripe the golden fruit beautifully contrasts with 
the dark green leaves of the tree which bears it. Besides 
the moopooroo, a great variety of fruits are met with 
throughout these mountains and forests, all of which are 
known to, and gathered by, tlie natives. I must, how- 
ever, forego a description of them, as it would swell these 
pages to undue bounds. Throughout tlie densely wooded 
dells and hollows of the mountains the rosewood-tree 
occurs, of considerable size and in great abundance. 

Throughout the night we were beset by a daring troop 
of hy<enas, which, notwitbi-tanding the vigilance of my 
dogs, consumed a part of my buffalo trektow and also a 
number of straps from off the yokes. The dogs kept 
up a loud and incessant barking until the day dawned, 
when I shot one of the liysnas, and the rest made off. 

On the 11 ih we were in the yoke soon after daybreak. 
It was a bitterly cold morning, ice a quarter of an inch 
in tbickuess covering the pools of water. We wei'e now 
clear of the extensive mountain-ranges through which 
our road had wound since leaving Bakatla, and were 
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approaching towards the south-eastern limits of the great 
Kalahari desert, on whose borders Booby is situattxl. 
We continued our mai-ch, steering north-west; iu whirli 
direction the distant blue hiils (pointed out to me as the 
position of Booby) shot abruptly above the unvaried 
sameness of the intervening forest scenery. To the west, 
one eternal ocoan-Iike expanse of grey forest strelehed 
away in a level and unbroken plain, terminated only by 
the far horizon. Having performed a march of three 
hours, we crossed a small stream, where I outspanneU to 
breakfast. 

This day was to me rather a memorable one, as 
the first on which I saw and slew the lofty graceful- 
loolung giraffe or catnclopard, with which, during many 
years of my life, I had longed lo form an acquaintance.' 



' Tbnw gig&ntio and exquiutely beautiful aiiimalB, wliich are 
admirably formed by nalnire to adorn the fair foresls that clothe 
the IjouiidluBn plaiua of tbe interior, are widely diatribulcd through- 
out the interior of Southern Africa, hut are nowhere to be met 
with in great numbers. In countries unmolested by the intnuive 
foot of man, the giraffe ia found generally. in herds varyiug fTont 
twelve to sixteen ; b;it I have not unfrequi'ully met with herd» 
containing thirty iiulividuala, and on one occaaion I ciiUDtvd 
forty together ; this, however, was owing to chance, and about 
sixt(«n may be reckoned as the average nuiulier of a herd. 
Theac bcFnk on.' com|>ot<ed of girRffua of various siEes, rroiu thv 
young giraffe of nine or ten feet in height, lo the <lark cheanut- 
ooloured old bull of the herd, whose vxaltwl head towera «boT» 
hia oom^ianiuiis, generally altaiuing to a height of upwards of 
cightouu feet. The females arc uf lower atature and more delicately 
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Altliougli WO liiid now boeii travelling many days 
through the country of tiie giraffe, and liad marched 
through forests in wbidi their spoor wa^ abuadaut, our 





foruieil thrtu tlie males, (hpir height avtrnging from Eixt«en to 
Buvvnte^n feet. Sumc writers have discoverctl ugliness aud tt waut 
uFgrBCi! ill the giraft'e, bui 1 eousicler that he is one of tlii' most 
ntrtkingly iMfniitiful auiiunls in the creation ; anil wlien & herd of 
them is seen scattered llirnugh h grove of the ]>icti]resque [ntrasol- 
toppci] acaciiM which a<loni their native jilains, and on who«o up- 
|«rino«t shoots they are enal>li:<l to browse hv the ootoasal height 
with which nature haa ro aitiiiimbly ondtiwed them, he mnat in- 
deed be alow of cuucepticm ivhu faila to discover both grace and 
digtiity in all their movewcnU. lliere can bo uo doubt that ever; 
aniiiutl is aeeu to the greatest advantage in the haunts which 
nature destined liim to adoni, and amon^t Ihe various living 
creatures which beautify this fair creation I liave often traced ■ 
remarkable resemblance between the aniuial and the general ajipear- 
aticc of tlie locality in which it is found, llilu I lirst remarked at au 
t-arly jieriod of my life, when eufomoii)gy occupied a part of my 
attention. No ferson following this interesting pumuit can fail to 
observe tlie extraordinary likeness whicli insects beur to the various 
abodes in which they are inut tvith. I'hus, among the l<>ng green 
grass we find a variety of kni^ sreen insects, whose legs and anteniuc 
an resemble tliu shoots emanating from the stalks of the grasa that 
it requires a pTBCiised eye to distinguish Ihum. llirougbout eaudy 
districts variotios of inserts are met with of a colour similar to 
the sand whicli they inhabit. Among the green leaves of the 
various tree* of the forest innumerable leaf-coloured insects are to 
h« found ; while, closely adhering to the ruugli grey bark of these 
rorwtl-treos, we observe beautifully colouivd grey-looking moths of 
various patWims, yet altogether so resembliug the bark as to be 
invisible to the pftssing obiwrver, In like maimer among quodni- 
[leds I have traced a corresjumling analogy, for, even In llio case 
of till' iitu|"'n<!ous eiephanl, llio ashy colour of his hide so mr- 
m2 
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eyes had not jet been gifted with a sight of " Tootla 
himself; it was therefore with indescribable pleasure, 
that, OD the evening of the Uth, I beheld a troop 
these interesting animals. 

Our breakfast being finished, I resumed my jounu 
through ail endless grey forest of canieel-dorn 
other trees, the country slightly undulating and grass' 
abundant. A little before the sun went down my driver 
remarked to me, " I was just going to say, Sir, that that 
old tree was a camelopard." On looking where he 
pointed, I saw that the old tree waa indeed a camelopard, 
and, on casting my eyes a little to the riglit, I beheld a 
troop of them standing looking at us, their heads actually 
towering above the trees of the forest. It was imprudent 
to commence a chase at such a late hour, especially in a 
country of so level a character, where the chances were 
against ray being able to regain my waggons that night. 

respouiia with the geoernl ii]ij"mraiicc of tlio gruy liicirny jimgles 
which he frequents throughout the da;~, that & person imaccuetomed 
to bunting elepiiantB, atandiag on a comniuu<Uiig utuatiun, mig)il 
look dortii iLjiuu a herd unJ fail lo iloU'Ct their present*. AnJ 
Turtlier, iu the case of the gireiTu, which it Jnvariahly mot with 
•mODg venerable forestB, where iunumemhle blotted and we»tlier- 
beaton trunks and Bleras occur, I have repeatedly been in doubt 
as to the [iriMjence of a troop of llieni, until I had recourse to my 
spyglass ; and on referring the case to my aavnge atltndants, I bare 
known even their opticx to foil, at on« time mistaking tliese diU[n- 
da ted trtmks for camelopards, and agiuD confouudmg real camelopardt 
witli these aged vvteraus of the fure«l. 
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CiiAt. XII. A GIRAFFE-CHASE. 

I, however, resolved to chance everything ; and directing 
my men to catch and saddle Colesberg, I proceeded in 
haste to huckle on my ahooting-belt and spurs, and in 
two minutes I was in the saddle. The giraffes stood 
looking at the waggons until I was within sixty yards of 
them, when, galloping round a thick bushy tree, under 
cover of which I had ridden, I suddenly beheld a aght 
the most astounding that a sporlsman's eye can encounter. 
Before me stood a troop of ten colossal giraffes, the 
majority of which were from seventeen to eighteen 
feet higli. On beholding me they at once made off, 
twisting their long tails over their backs, making a luud 
switching noise with them, and cantered along at an 
easy pace, which, however, obliged Colesberg to put his 
best foot foremost to keep up with them. 

The sensations which I felt on this occasion were 
different from anything that I had before experienced 
during a long sporting career. My senses were so 
absorbed by the wondrous and beautiful sight before 
me that I rode along like one entranced, and felt in- 
clined to disbelieve that I waa hunting living tilings of 
this world. The ground was firm and favourable for 
riding. At every stride I gained upon the giraffes, and 
after a abort burst at a swingeing gallop I wus in the 
middle of them, and turned the linest cow out of the 
herd. On finding herself driven from her eoniradcs and 
hotly pursued, she increased bcr pace, and cantered 
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along with tremeitdous strides, clearing an amazing 
extent of ground at erery bound j while her neck and 
breast, coming in contact witli the dead old brancbeH of 
the trees, were continually strewing them in my path. 
In a few minutes I waa riding within five yards of her 
stern, and, firing at thv gallop, I sent a bullet into her 
back. Increa.eing my pace, 1 next rode alongside, and, 
placing tbe muzzle of my rifle within a few feet of her, I 
fired my second shot Iwhind the shoulder; the l>«H, 
howcTer, seemed to hare little effect, I then placed roy- 
self directly in front, when she came to a walk. Dis- 
mounting, I hastily loaded both barrels, putting in double 
charges of powder. Before this was accomplished ahe 
was otf at a canter. In a short time I brought hoi- to a 
stand in the dry bed of a watercourse, wliere I fireil ;it 
fifteen yards, aiming where I thought tlic heart lay, upon 
wbicb she aguin made off. Having loaded, I followed, 
and had very nearly tost her ; she bad turned abruptly to 
the left, and was far out of sight among the trees. Once 
more I brought her to a stand, and dismounted from iny 
horse. There we stood together alone in the wild wood. 
I gazed in wouder at her extreme beauty, while her *oft 
dark eye, witli its silky fringe, looked down imploringly at 
me, and I really felt a paug of sorrow in this moment of 
triumph for the blood I was shedding. Pointing ray rifle 
towards the skies, I sent a bullet through her neck. On 
receiving it she reared high on her hind legs and fell 




backwards with a beavy crash, iiiakicig the eartb shake 
around hor. A thick stream of dark blood spoutL-d out 
from the wound, bur colossal limbs quivered for a iiio- 
ment. and she expired. 

I bad little time to contemplate tlie prize I bad won. 
Night was fast uitting in, and it was very questionable if 
I shiiuld succeed in regaining my wagons ; bo, having 
cut off the tail of the giraffe, which was adorned with a 
bushy tuft of flowing black bmr, I took "one last fond 
look," and rode hard for the spoor of the waggons, which 
I succeeded in reaching just as it was dark. 

No pen nor words can convey to a sitortsman what it is 
to ride in the midst of a troop of gigantic giraffes: it must 
be experienced to be understood. They emitted a power- 
ful p.'iriitiie, which in the cbiise came hot in my face, 
reminding me of the smell of a hive of heather honey in 
September. The greater part of tins chase led through 
bushes of the wait-a-bit thorn of the most virulent 
description, which covered my legs and arms witli blood 
long before I had kilted the giraffe. I rode as usual in 
the kilt, with uiy arms bare to my shoulder. It was 
Cliapelpark of Badenoch's old grey kilt, but in this chase 
it received a death blow which it never afterwards 
recovered. 

On tlie 12th wc performed two long marches through 
thickly wooded plains, the spoor of camelopard being 
extremely abundant. On the 13th we cast loose the 
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cattle at dawn of day. Breakfast being finished, we 
in spanned, and having proceeded about eight miles 
through the forest, steering for a range of rocky monn- 
tains, we reached a gorge in the same. Here we crossed 
a small river; and liaving followed its banks about three 
miles, we reached Booby, a reeidence of Bechuanas, 
being a branch of the tribe of the Baquaines, and go- 
verned by a subordinate chief, who was then absent on a 
visit. I was, however, welcomed by bis nephew, named 
Caacby, a man of pleasing exterior and prepossessing 
manners, who shortly afterwards became, and now is, 
chief of that tribe. 

As the manner in which Caachy succeeded to th» 
chieftainship was peculiar, I may here relate the ct^ 
cumatances attending it. Throughout all the Bi'chuana 
tribes an absurd belief prevails in witchcraft and su- 
pernatural agencies of every kind. Tbey also bebeve 
that for every transaction there is a medicine which 
will enable the possessor to succeed in his object. 
Thus they think those among themselves who work in 
iron, do so under the power of medicine. Their rain- 
makers by the power of their medicines can propitiate 
the friendly clouds during the protracted droughts of 
summer. They have medicines to protect them from tfae 
lightning's stroke, from the deadly bite of the viper, and 
from the fatal spring of tlie lion. They further believe 
that there is a medicine for guns, tlie possession of which 
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will cause the gun to shoot well ; and likewise one for the 
gunpowder, which will give it strength. 

During my visit to Boohy I obtained from the natives 
some interesting specimens of native arms and other 
curiosities, for which they required gunpowder, their 
cliicf having in his possession one or two muskets, \\'hen 
the chief and his men proceeded to use my powder, they 
missed all they fired at ; the Bechuana mode of firing 
being to withdraw tfae face from the gun, from a 
natural impulse of fear, before drawing the trigger, 
and to look back over the led shoulder instead of at 
the animal they expect to kill. Tlie cause of their 
missing tliey at once ascribed to the powder, which they 
affirmed required medicine. Accordingly, the chief and 
all the long-headed men in Booby assembled in the 
forum ; and having placed the unworthy gunpowder upon 
a large kaross, they all sat round it, and commenced a 
variety of ceremonies and incantations with a view of 
importiDg to it that power which they considered it had 
lost At length some wiseacre among the soothsayers 
informed the king that the presence of fire was indispens- 
able on the occasion. Fire was accordingly introduced 
along with the other medicines, and a censer of hot 
embers was passed frequently over the powder. Sud- 
denly, however, an unlucky spark sprang from the censer 
into the heap of powder, whJcb of course instantly ex- 
ploded, and, the quantity being very considerable, the 
ii3 
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Boob^ men and their chief were blown lieela oyer headij 
oil every side — several of the p&rty, and among otbefi|a 
the chief, being no severely burnt, that they shortly diet 
So much for Bechuana medicines. 

The kraal of Booby is encompassed uu three aides by I 
rocky bills, which to their summits ore densely clad i 
sandaUwood ti-eee. Tlie ^ides of these mountains io 
parts are extremely precipitous, and are the abodes of 
baboons and khpspnngers. On the march, aa we ap- 
proached Booby, I took my rifle and ascended to the baas 1 
of one of these precipices, where I shot two immenae 1 
baboons. One of them was sitting on the shelf of a rodl I 
very high above me ; and on receiving the ehot he fell J 
about a hundred feet without a break. The vallej* I 
between the mountains are extensively cultiTBted by ths I 
women, as also a large level piece of grouud to tbs I 
north-eastward of the kraal. The costume of this trlbtf j 
was the same I have already destribed as worn by theJ 
Bechuanas ; but I remarked that they used the atr 
cioua mixture of red clay and gi'ease more freely ti 
their neighbours. Tlie Booby men flocked arotud 1 
waggons, evidently much gratifled with so novel a ngfat) ■ 
and continued with me until nightfall. Shortly after I 
reached Booby a party of Baquaines arrived from Sichdy. 
Tliey had been sent to endeavour to dissuade mo from 
visiting Baniangwato, and to inform me that Siebely ' 
had ivory and karossea, with which to purchase all mj j 
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guns ; and [liat, above all, he wished nie to promisti tu 
reserve my big Dutch rifle for him. I informed these 
men that I was determined to visit Siconiy, but that 
I would keep tlie Dutch rifle for their chief, as he 
requested it. 

Having informed Caachy that I intended to march next 
day, he expreaacd surprise, and said I made his heart sore, 
Tliat escning there was a meeting of all the wise men iu 
Booby to consult bow I could best lie prevented from jour- 
neying on to Baraangwato. On the morning of the 14tii 
I felt far from well, probably baring drunk too nmcb ot 
Caacby's beer on the preceding evcuing. Before I was 
inclined to turn out, tlie regent with all his great men 
were standing thick around my waggons. I pretended to be 
asleep ; so they kindled fires, around which they squatted. 
Presently I arose, and gave the regent liis breakfast. I 
told him that I wished him to send men along with me tu 
Bamangwato. He replied that tbere was war in th«t 
country, and that he was afraid of Moselekatsc. 1 then 
said, that, though he would not give me men, I poasesseil 
medicine which woidd enable me to discover the way 
without his assistance ; and I informed bim that, if be 
peruated in withholding guides, I should inform Sicomy, 
the great and paraiuount chii^'f of Bamangwato, that they 
sndcavoured to prevent white men from visiting his 
domains. Upon this Caachy changed his story, and said 
that four men should accompany rae to Bamangwato. 
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and return with me. His plan however was, that thess I 
men should guidu me in a wrong direction ; and pretend- 
ing that the watere had failed, they were eventually to 
lead me to Sichely, who resided to the eastward of , 
Booby. 

This being arranged, I gave Caachy some prpsent^ J 
and requested him to take cliai^c of my buffalo audi 
other heads until my return, which lie proiDlsed to do^.J 
and ordered men to bear them directly to his kraal. 
About midday we inspanned and left Booby, accom- 
panied by nearly the wliole tribe, every man carrying 
two or three assagais and a battle-ajte. They followed 
□s in the hope that I would shoot large game for them. 
The guides at first held north-east ; but presently draw- J 
ing olf that course, and steering due east, I halted, and 1 
Haid that was not the road to Baraangwato. They 1 
replied, they held that course on account of water. 1 | 
then directed them to place an assagai on the ground 1 
with its head pointing to Bamangwato. Thereupon the ! 
savages laid dowu one of their assagais, and, having pr&- | 
tended for some minutes to be discussing among them- 
selves the exact position of Bamangwato, they ended hy j 
pointing it due east, declaring that Bamangwato lay in ] 
that direction. I told them that I had a needle I 
my pocket which I had rubbed with medicine, by which 
I could tell if their spear pointed to Sicomy'a country. 
Knowing that Bamangwato lay a little to the east of j 
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north, I Baid that by turning the needle three times 
round my left wrist it would point a little to the left- 
hand side of the country I required. On hearing this 
the aavagea looked at one another with surprise, and 
pressed round me to see if my needle possessed the power 
I represented. Slipping my fingers into my shooting- 
belt, I then pulled out my pocket compass, and, passing it 
three times round my left wrist with the utmost gravity, 
I whistled shrilly ; and on opening the compass I placed 
it on the ground before them. Siiatclitng one of their 
assagais, I placed it beside the compass a little to the 
east of north, and told tliem that it was there Bamang- 
wato lay. Tliey were struck with astonishment, and at 
once considered me as working by supernatural agency. 

Having done this, I inquired of the guides if they 
would lead me to waters in that direction. They all 
shouted that that was the desert, and tbat no man had 
ever found water there. Having said this, they all 
turned right about, and, retreating for about two 
hundred yards, tliey squatted on the ground. Isaac and 
I then approached them ; hut they sat in ^lence, and 
looked on the ground. I asked them why Uiey all sat 
thus. They answered that they would proceed no 
iarther with me. I replied that I was happy to hear it, 
and that I could find the way bettor without them. 
[ returned to my waggons, and ordered my men to 
turn about and retrace their steps lo the nearest water. 
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The savages tliea re((ue:-ti;d me to lialt and speak «i 
them. I tolil them to go home lo tlieir captain, as tl 
presence troubled me ; aud having proceeded ; 
hundred yards, I encamped bL«ide a pool of water. 

Jt was plain to me that Isaac, my interpreter, was iu 
league with the Baquaincs iii their designs against me 
but as 1 did not then intend tu part with him, because 
presence gave confidence to my people, I deemed it 
to pretend that I believed him to be sincere. My flesli 
being exhausted, I resolved to halt for a day for the pur- 
pose of hunting before proceeding farther ; and having 
obtainctl a good supply, to steer through the forest* by 
compass a little to the east of north, and to search for 
water with my horses in advance of the waggons. I fell 
poorly in health, and was much troubled in mind. 
My situation was by no means an enviable one. I was 
far in the interior of Africa, alone and friendless, sur- 
rounded by a tribe of men who would do anything to 
prevent my attaining my object ; but foar restrained 
them from using violence. Uliat I most dreaded was 
their stealing my oxen or horses, which they could easily 
aecomplisli, as I was encamped in a thick forest; my 
men also wore faint-hearted and anxious to return towards 
home. 

That night I slept little, from vexation and anxiety. 
The whole tribe of the Booby men lay encam|>ed beside 
ne. Tliey lay on the ground around a number of fires. 
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SATIVE COWSPIRACT. 




witli u hedge of tborny biiahcs placed in u semicircle 
to windward of each imrty. After breakfast I rode east 
to hunt, accompanied by Klcinboy leading a pack- 
horse; about thirty of the Bechuanas fullowed us in the 
liope of flesh. Having proceeded about two miles, I per- 
ceived a lai^e herd of blue wildebeests and zebras. I 
signed to the Bechuanas Ut lie down, and tlien rode 
slowly forward as if to pass to leeward of the herd, 
(laving probably never before seen a horseman, they 
allowed me to approacJi witliin a hundred yards, wijen I 
sprang from iny horse, and with my first barrel dropped 
a fat blue wildebeest. The Bechuanas tlieu rushed for- 
ward, but I beckoned to them to lie down. Having loaded 
I galloped in jmrsuit of thu troop, and after ridiug a 
short dlswncc hard in their dusty wake, through k thinly- 
woodod part of the forost, I pulled up and was on my 
feet just aa the leading cow wheeled about. I lired right 
and left, and shot two fat old cows. Both ran a short 
distance and fell. The Bechuanas now came up with 
Kleinboy, greatly ddightetl at my succe^. I presented 
them with the bull and one of the cows for their chief, 
and, having placed the reniaining cow njrnn my pack- 
horse, we returned to camp, 

Here I found Caachy with all his retinue ; they had 
come out to endeavour by cunning speaking to lead me 
astray. Having saluted Caachy, 1 said that I had yes- 
terday promised to kill some game for luni, and that I 



290 



ADVENTCHES IN SOUTH AFHICA. 



had now fulfilled my word, upon which he tliankcd i 
I then remarked that his men did not lead me as Dr. 
Livingstone had told me to ride ; to which he replied 
that the road was circuitous, and that they led me so on 
account of water. At length he had almost persuaded 
me to follow his guides, but I said I would rest till to- 
morrow, having determined that, as I had no friend whom i 
I might consult, I would revolve the subject in my mind I 
that night, and determine finally in the morning. Caachjr I 
then drank coffee with me and departed. In the evening 1 
I inquired of the guides concerning the waters and the 1 
diBtancea betwixt them. They replied that the first water 
was a moderate day's journey, but after that I must ride 
more than two days without water : they also persevered 
in pointing to the east as my course. I now plainly saw 
that their intention was to lead me far astray, and finally 
to bring me to Sichely, their own paramount chief. 1 
therefore resolved lo adhere to my first resolution of 
steering my own course hy the compass, but I kept this 
intention secret, fearing that they might steal some (tf i 
my oxen. 




UABCH FOB BAMANGWATO. 



CHAPTER Xlir. 



The Ouidra try to miBleail me — Tbe Cattle and Homi dpag 
from Thirst — Search for Water — Melancholy Anticipationa — 
I>irecl«d to a Pool by the flight of Birtk — Chaw and kill ■ 
Uiraffe — Wandering Bechuaiias point out my right Conree — 
Mi*erable CDnditii>n of the Natives — Game Pitfalls — Mimosa 
Grove araaahBd by Elephants — A BhinoceroB charges me — 
Abundance of large Game — Loet in tbe Forest. 

On the morning of the 16th a large party of Caacby'e 
mec were slill encamped beside us, and were under 
the impression that tliey had succeeded in prevailing 
upon me to follow them. Having Blled al) my water- 
casks, I ordered my men to inspan, the BecfauanBt^ 
cracking their jokes and fancying that I should ride 
east as they led ; hut to their astoniEhment, having in- 
spanned, I told them that they had better all return to 
their captains, as I would shoot no more game for them, 
and I then ordered my men to ride for a conspicuoiu 
tree in the distance, hearing N.N.E. The Bechuanas 
sat still for some time to see how I would steer, and 
presently they shouldered their assagais and followed in 
our wake. This was a hold step on my part : the coun- 
try looked very unhki'ly for water, and the Bechiiaoas 
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swore that there was none for seven days' journey in that 1 
direction. Our march lay through a boundless forert, 
with no hill nor landmark to give me an idea where to 
search for water. Fortune, however, followed me here 1 
as usual : if I had lived all my life In the country I could 
not have taken a more direct course for the spot I wished j 
to reach. .After we had proceeded some miles, a rising | 
ground arose in our paih, from the summit of which I , 
fancied that a view might be obtained of the country in 
advance. Tliis view only served to damp my hopes, the 
prospect exhibiting one slightly undulating, ocean-like 
expanse of fori>st and dense tliorny jungles. 

We halted for a few niinutws to breathe the oxen, whoi I 
the Bechuaiiaa all came up, and sat down on the ground 
beside us. I asked them why they had not gone home 
as I had told them. They replied that they followed roe 
because they were afraid that I should* lose myself and 
my oxen. We held on, steeriiig by com|>ass N.N.E. All 
the Bechuanas now forsook m£»ate«j)tthe four ill-favoured 
men whom Caachy had pointod out to me as my guides. , 
These four, contrary to my expectations, followed in oar 
wake at some distance. I walked a huudred yards in 
advance of the waggons with my compa^ in my hand, 
having ordered the men to follow my footsteps. After 
travelling for several hours the country became more 
open, and presently we entered upon a wide tract that 
bad been recently burned by the Bakalahari, or wild 
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iuliabitanta of tlie desert. Here the trece and biislies 
atood scorched and burnt, and there was nut a blade of 
grass to cheer the eye —blackness and ashes stretched 
away on every side wherever I turned my anxious glance. 
I felt ray heart sink within me as I bclield in liini per- 
spective my famished and thirsty oxen returning aomo 
days hence over this hopeless desert, all my endeavours 
to find water having failed, and all my bright hopes of 
elephant- hunting dashed and crowned with hitter disap- 
pointment : it was indeed a cheerless prospect. I had 
no friend to comfort or advise me, and T could hear my 
nien behind me grumbling, and swearing that they would 
return home ; the guides, who had now come up, asking 
them why they followed me to destruction. 

At length we reached the farther side of this dreary 
waste of ashes, but now an equally chcerle^:s prospect 
was before me. We entered a vast forest, grey witii 
extreme age, and so thick tliat we could not see forty 
yards in advance. We were obliged occasionally to 
halt tlio waggons and cut down trees and branches to 
admit of their passing ; and to make matters still worse, 
the country had become extremely heavy, the waggons 
sinking deep in soft sand. My men began to show 
a mutinous spirit by expressing their opinions aloud in 
my presence. I remonstrated with them, and told them 
that, if I did not bring them to water next daj before the 
was under, they might turn the oxen on their spoor. 
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We continued our inarch through this dense fore«t until 
nightfall, when I halted for the night beside a wide- 
spreading tree : here I caat my oxen loose for an hour, 
and then secured thera on the yokes by moonlight. 

T felt very sad and unhappy in my mind, for I con- 
sidered that the chances were against me, and I shud- 
dered at the idea of returning to the colony, after coming 
so very far, without shooting or even seeing what mj 
heart most ardently jiesired, viz. a wild bull elephant 
free in his native jungle. _ I took some wine, and, coming 
to tJiiB fire which the men had kindtSa*)r the' night be- 
iRath a magnificent old caTneel-dom tree, I affected 
great cheerfiilness and contentment, and, laughing at the 
four Bechuanas, I told them that I was not a child that 
they should lead me astray, but that I was an old war- 
rior and a cunning hunter, and could find my way in 
strange lauds. I laughed, but it was the laugh of de- 
spair, for I expected that next evening they would be 
laughing at me, on seeing me compelled tx) retrace my < 
steps. One of the greatest difficulties that presented i 
itself was, that, if I rode in advance to search for water, 
it would be almost impossible to find my way back to the 
waggons through that vast and trackless forest. I went i 
to bed, but tried in vain to sleep. Care and aniiety kept I 
me awake until a little before morning, when I fell asleep ' 
for a short time and dreamt that I had ridden in advance 
and found water. Day dawned, and I awoke in sorrow. 
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My hopes were liku a flickering flame ; care aat upon my 
brow. I cast Iwtse my horses ami oxen, and prepared 
some breakfast ; I then directed my men to catch " The 
Cow" and "Colesberg," and gire them some corn. I 
asked the guides If they could lead me to water in a 
northerly direction, when they replied that no man ever 
found water in the desert. I did not talk more with 
them, but ordered my men to remain t)uiet during the 
day and listen for shots, lest I aliould lose my way in 
returning ; and having given them ammunition to reply, 
I saddled up and held N.N.E. through thick forest, ac- 
companied by Kleiiiboy. Tlie ground was heavy, being 
soft sand, and the grass grew at intervals in detached 
bunches. We rode on without a break or a change, 
and found no spoor of wild animals to give rae hope. I 
saw one duiker, hut these antelopes are met with in the 
desert, and are independent of water. 

At last we reached a more open part of the forest, and 
emerging from the thicket I perceived a troop of six or 

I eight beautiful giraffes standing looking at us about 
two hundred yards to my right ; but this was no time to 
give them cliase, which I felt very much inclined to do. 
I allowed them to depart in peace, and continued my 
iiearch for water. In this open glade I found two or 
three vleys that had once contuued a little water, but 
they were now hard and dry. Re-entering the dense 
forest, we held one point more to the east, and rode on as 
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ijL-fore. Por iiiiled "i- continued our fuarch, until my j 
hoptjs sank to a very low ebb ; and Kleinboy 8wi 
that we should never regain tbc waggons- At length | 
I perceived a sa&sayby walking before ine : this ante- 
lope drinks every day ; — " fresh vigour with the hope i 
returned," I once more pressed forward and cantered ' 
along, heedless of the distance which already intervened I 
Wtwixt nie aod my camp and the remonstrances of my i 
attendant, who at last rciuud up his jaded steed, and said 
that he would not follow me farther to ray own destruc- 
tion. I then pointed to the top of a distant grey tree 
that stretched its bare and weather-beaten branches 
above the heads of its surrounding comrades, and stud, 
that, if we saw nothing to give us hope when we reached 
that tree, I would abandon the search, and hunt during 
that season in Sichely's mountains to the cast of Booby, 

But fate bad ordained that I should penetrate farther 
into the interior of Africa ; and before I reached the old 
grey tree I observed a small flight of Naraaqua par- 
tridges flying across my path in a westerly direction, i 
It was iraposaiblc to toll, until I should see a second 
flock of these, flying at a different angle, whether the first 
floc^k had come front, or were going to, water. For this 
I accoidingly watched, nor watcheil long in vtun. A 
considerable distance aliead of me I detected a second 
flight of these birds likewise flying westerly ; and it was 
evident, from their inclination, that they held for the same 
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puint as tlie first liad done. Shortly aftemarde the 
tirst flight returned, flying high above our heads, uttering 
their soft meludioue cry of " pretty dear, pretty dear." 
I then rode in the directifn from which the birds had 
come, and before proceeding far we disi'ovored a slight 
hollow running north and south. This I determined to 
follow, and presently I discovered fresh spoor of a 
rhinoceros: this was a certain sign that water was some- 
where not very distant. 

Once more my dying hopes revived. I looked north 
at the glorious sky, which on this particular day was 
(|nite different from anything I had beheld for montbs. 
It was like one of those glorious days when the bright 
lilue sky in my own dark land Is seen through ten thou- 
eaud joyous fleecy clouds, and all nature seems to strive 
in its sunny hour to make poor unhappy man forget his 
cares and sorrows. I took it as a favourable omen, and, 
stirring my good and lively steed, I cantered along tlie 
glade. The hollow took a turn, on rounding which I 
perceived that I was in an elevated part of the forest ; 
and I, for the first time, obtained a distant view of 
the surrounding scenery. Far as the eye could strain it 
was all forest without a break ; but there was now an 
undulating country before me, instead nf the hopeless 
level through which I had come. I felt certain of suc- 
We soon discovered vieys that had recently con- 
tained water ; and at last a large poo! of excellent water, 
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enough to supply my cattle for several days. This was 
to me a joyous moment ; it waa a grand step towards 
attaining my object, and, as my difficulties bad seemed U' 
increase, my wish and determination to overcome them 
had become stronger. I knew that, whether I reached 
Bamangwato or not, if I could now only manage to travel 
north about eight days' journey I should fall in with 
elephants. 

I was extremely fortunate in regaining my waggons, 
which I did without a turn in my course. On reach- 
ing them I at first pretended not to have discovered 
water; and I said to the guides, "There is nothing 
but dense wood in this country ; can you not show me 
water? my oxen will die." They replied that they 
knew the country from infancy, and that if I wanted 
water [ must travel till sunset, steering south of east. 1 
then surprised them by saying, " Now I see that you 
wish to lead me astray ; for I have seen abundance of 
water, and I will find my way to Bamangwato, though 
you do all in your power to preveut me." Having 
inspanned, we held for the water, which I succeeded in 
reaching at a late hour- I still felt very anxious and 
full of care ; hut this 6rst bold and successful step 
seemed to have made a strong impression on the guides, 
who still followed in our wake. It appeared to me 
that the orders they had received from their chief 
were, to endeavour to lead me astray, and bring me to 
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Sichely ; but that, in tlie event of my finding the way ray- 
self, they were to accompany me to Sicumy to ensure his 
friendship and to convince hiiu of tlieir cliicfis sincerity. 
On the morning of the 18th, shortly after the day dawned, 
I was lying awake thinking whether I should hunt or 
explore the country in advance, my men having as usual 
wasted their food and already consumed tlie hull wilde- 
beest which I had shot for them two days prenously, 
when suddenly I heard the voices of men a little distance 
down the glade. Fortune seemed determined to favour 
me. The guides, who sat by our fire, had not heard the 
voices ; if they had been aware of men being near us 
they would have run to meet them, and warned them to 
lead me astray. Springing from ray bed, I hastily ilonned 
ray attire, and, proceeding in the direction of the voices, 
I discovered a parly of ten Bechuanas squatted round a 
fire which they had just kindled. These men belonged 
to Booby; they had been hunting jackals at a place 
called Bootluoamy, which is halfway from Booby to 
Bamangwato, and they were now returning home with 
their spoils. They at once pointed out to me the correct 
line of march for Bamangwato, and advised me of a tine 
vley in the forest one march in advance. 

Having breakfasted, I inspanncd, and after trekking 
for about six hours through dense forest we reached the 
vley. On the march it was necessary to have conslanl 
recourse to our axes to clear a piith for the waggons. I 
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was much delighted with the little loch to which we then 
came : it covered about an acre, in shape a circle, and 
its margin was imprinted with the fresh spoor of a variety 
of wild animals, such as giraffe, rhiuoceros, buffalo, aas- 
sayby, pallah, zebra, lion, &c. We encamped beDeatli 
two wide-spreading sliady trees, and 1 at once saddled up, 
and rode forth with Rleinboy to hunt, our flesh being st 
an end. I had ridden about half a mile in a north- 
easterly course, through sliady groves of mokala-trees, 
when suddenly I observed a stately giraffe walk slowly 
across my path, and crop the leaves fn>m the upper 
branches of a mokala-tree about a hundred jarda in ad- 
vance. This was a fine look-oul : with basty hand I 
shifted my saddle from " Sunday" to the Old Grey, and 
ordering Kleinboy to act the packsaddle on " Sunday," and 
listen for shots, I rode slowly towards the giraffe. As I 
advanced I perceived another giraffe standing looking at 
me a little to my left, which gave the alarm by starting 
off, when I stirred my steed, and on rounding an inter- 
vening clump of trees I came full in sight of a troop of 
eight giraffes, cantering before me. In anotlier minute 
I was in the middle of them ; and selecting a fine fat 
cow, I rode hard at her, and fired my first shot at the 
gallop. She got it through ber ribs, and the blood AowimI 
freely. Again and again I broke her from the troop, 
and again she joined them. At length I fired my second 
shot st her stem ; after which, by heading her I brought 



CH*r. Xm. GIRAFFES. 291 

lior to a stand, when I sprang from tlie fidgety, snorting 
Old Grey, and, baatily loading both barrels, I fired right 
and left for her heart. Her colossal frame shook convul- 
sively for a few seconds, when, tottering forward, she 
subsided in the dust with tremendous violence. 

Four signal -8 hots brought RIeinbuyand the packhorse, 
and also Isaac with the four guides. The chase was all 
in thick forest, and had led me lo within a few hundred 
yards of the waggons. The hungry guides seemed en- 
chanted at tlie prospect of such a banquet. They at 
once kindled a fire, and slept that night beside the carcase. 
I returned to the waggons with my horses taden with 
flesh. My mind was now once more at rest. I went to 
my bed and slept soundly. During the night lions roared 
around us. 

On the 19th I rose at dawn of day, and took a stroll 
through the forest. Here I found some old dung of 
elephants; and observed several full-grown trees torn up 
by the roots, and others that had been shivered by the 
gigantic strength of those animals. The guides, finding 
that they prevailed nothing, at length volunteered to 
lead me to Bamangwato by a northerly course, and 
promised that I should not lack for water, Wc in- 
spanned, and held on till sundown, proceeding in a 
north-easterly course, when we halted in dense forest 
without water. Our march lay through an interesting 
country well adapted for hunting the eland and giraffe. 
o2 
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The forest was in many places thin and open, witli here 
and tliere gigantic old trees of picturesque appearance 
standing detadied, some half-dead, and others falling 
(lieces from ago. The soil was soft yet finn, and adi 
ably suited tor riding The spoor of eland and gin 
was abimdant. 

On the 20th we inapanned at dawn of day, and harii 
proceeded about fire miles we reached a niiserablc little 
kraal or village of Bakalahari. Here was a vley of water, 
beside which we outspanned. Starvation was written in 
the faces of thegc inhabitants of the forest. In their 
vicinity were a few small gardens, containing water- 
melons and a little com. Occasionally they have the 
luck to capture some large animal in a pitfall, when for a 
season they live in plenty. But as tliey do not posseaa 
salt, the flesh soon spoils, when they are conipellcd once 
more to roam the forest in quest of fhiits and roota, on 
which, along with locusts, they in a great measure subsist. 
In districts where game is abimdant, they often ccnstruct 
their pits on a large scale, and erect hi'dges in the form of 
a crescent, extending to nearly a mile on citlier side of 
the pit. By this means the game may eaaily l>e (Iriven 
into the pitfalls, which are carefully covered over with 
thin sticks and dry grata : and thus whole herds of zebms 
and wililebcesta arc massacred iit once, which capture is 
followed by the mo^t disgusting banquets, the poor 
starving savages goring and surfeiting in a oianoer 
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worthy only of tlic vulture or hyeena. They possess r 
cattle, and if tliay did, the nearest chief woulil im 
dialely rob tliem. All that part of the country abounded 
vfitli the pitfalls made by these and others of the Baka- 
labari. Many of these had been dug expressly for the 
giraffe, and were generally tfaree feet wide, aud ten 
long; their deptli was from nine to ten feet They 
wert! placed in the path of the camelopard, and in the 
vicinity of several of these we det«ct«d the bones of 
giraffes, indicuting the success that had attended their 
formation. 

At midday we resumed our march, halting at sunset 
without water. The first part of this march lay through 
dense forest, where we were obliged to cut a pattiway 
with our axes. Mere the spoor of eland was abundant. 
In the evening we passed throi^i an open tract very 
thinly wooded, where I saw abundance of springbok and 
blue wildebeest. At midnight the dogs giving chase to 
some animal, I sprang out of bed ; and following them 
in my shirt, I found them standing over a jackal. The 
guides skinned him, and, having baked him in the ashes, 
they consumed him. 

On the 22nd, ordering my men to move on towards a 
fountain in the centre of the plain, I rode fortli with 
Ruyter, and held east through a grove of lofty and wlde- 
epreading mimosas, most of which were more or less 
damaged by the gigantic strength of a troop of elophaiils, 
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wliich had passed lh«re about twelve mouths before. 
Having proceeded about two miles with large herdi> oi 
game on every side, I observed a crusty-looking old bull 
borele, or black rhinoceros, cocking his ears one hundred 
yards in advance. He had not observed us ; and aooti 
ailer he walked slswly towards us, and stood broad^de 
to, eating some wait-a-bit thorns within fifty yarda of mf. 
I fired from my saddle, and sent a bullet in behind his 
shoulder, upon which he rushed forward about one hun- 
dred yards in tremcndoua consternation, blowing like a 
grampus, and then stood looking about him. Presently 
he made oS". I followed, but found it hard to come up 
with him. When I overtook bini I saw the blood running 
freely from his wound. 

The chase led through a large lierd of blue wildebeest?, 
zebras, and springboks, wtiicli gazed at us iu utter 
amazement. At length I fired my second barrel, but 
my horse was fidgety, and I missed. I continued riding 
alongside of liim, expecting tu my ignorance that ut 
length he would come to bay, which rhinoceroses never 
do ; when suddenly he fell flat on bis broad^de on tJie 
ground, but, recovering his feet., resumed his course as 
if nothing had happened. Becoming at last annoyed 
at the length of the chase, as I wished lo keep my horses 
fresh for the elephants, and being indifferent whether I 
got the rhinoceros or not, as I ohsejvcd that his horn was 
completely worn down with age and the violence of bis 
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disposition, I determined to bring matters to a crisis ; so, 
spurring my liorae, I dashed ahead, and rode right in his 
path. Upon tijis the hideous monster instantly charged 
me in the most resolute manner, blowing loudly through 
his nostrils : and although I quickly wheeled about to my 
left, he followed me at such a furious pace for several 
hundred yards, with his horrid homy snout within a few 
yards of my horde's tail, that my little Bushman, who was 
looking on in great alarm, thought his master's destruction 
inevitable. It was certainly a very near thing ; my horse 
was extremely afraid, and exerted his utmost energies on 
the occasion. The rhinoceros, however, wheeled about 
and continued bis former course ; and I, being perfectly 
satisfied with the interview which I had already enjoyed 
with liim, had no desire to cultivate his acquaintance any 
further, and accordingly made for camp. We left the 
fountain of Bnotlonamy the same day, and man^hed about 
ax miles through an old grey forest of mimosas, when 
we halted for the night. Large flocks of guinea-fowls 
roosted in the trees around our encampment, several of 
which I shot for my supper. 

On the 23rd we inspanncd by moonlight, and continued 
our march llirough a thinly- wooded level country. It was 
a lovely morning; the sun rose in great splendour, and 
the sky was beautifully overcast with clouds. Having 
proceeded about t*n miles, the country became thickly 
covered with detached forest-trees and groves of wait-a-bit 
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thorns. The guides now infanned ua tliat the wat€) 
which is called 'ly tlie Becliuanas " Lepeby," was only ■ 
ahort distance in advance ; upon which I saddled steedSi 
and rode ahead with the Bushman, intending to hunt fur 
an hour before breakfast. Presently we reached an op* 
glade in the forest, where I observed a herd of zebras i 
advance ; and on my left stood a troop of springlm 
with two leopards watching them from behind a bush. 
rode on, and soon fell in with a troop of Iiartebeests, anc 
a little after, with a large herd of blue wildebeests t 
l)allahs. I followed these for some distance, when theg 
were reinforced by two other herds of pallalis and wildsj 
beests. Tliree black rhinoceroses now trotted across r 
]>ath. Presently I sprang from my horse, and fired r 
and left at a princely hull blue wildebeest. He got fc 
balls, but did not fall; and I immediately lo^ sight u 
him in the dense ranks of his shaggy companions, 
game increased as we proceeded, until the whole fore 
seemed alive with a variety of lieautifuily coloured i 
mals. On this occasion I was very unfortunate ; I might 
have killed any quantity of game if venison bad been my 
object ; but I was trying to get a tew very superior beads 
of some of the master bucks of the pallahs. Of these I 
wounded four select old bucks, but in the dust and c 
fusion caused by the innumerable quantity of the gani 
I managed to lose them all. 

We hud now ridden many miles from the waggons jy 
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and feeling faint from want of food, I dropped the chase 
in dJEgust, and, without looking at my compass, ordered 
the Bushman to go ahead. My attention hnd been so 
engrossed with the exeitement of the pursuit, that I had 
not the remotest idea of the oj3iirse I hod taken, and the 
whole CMUntry exhibited such an aspect of sameness, that 
there was no landmark nor eminence of any description 
by which to steer. Having ridden many miles through 
the forest, I at length asked the Bushman, in whom on 
such occasions I generally placed great confidence, if he 
was sure he was riding in the right direction, and. as he 
appeared quite confident, I allowed him to proceed. At 
length he said that we had gone a little too far to the 
left, and led me away several miles to the right, which 
was westerly ; whereas the waggons eventually proved to 
be a long way to the east. I felt convinced that we were 
wrong, and, reining up, a discussion arose between us, 
the Bushman still maintaining that we must ride west, 
whilst I was certain that our course should be east. I 
now adopted my own opinion, and, having ridilen many 
miles in an easterly direction, we were at one time close 
Dpon the waggons, when the thick-headed Bushman de- 
clared that if I persevered we should never see the waggons 
again, and I with equal stupidity yielded to his advice, 
and a south-westerly course was once more adopted. 
Having ridden for many miles, I again reined up, and 
again told the Bushman wc were wrong : upon which he 
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fur the first time ackoowledgeil that he kuew nothing 
all about the matter, but stated it to be his imprt:ssiotf 
that WB ought to ride farther to the west. My head was 
au confused that I lost all recollection of how we bad 
riddeo ; and while I was deliberating what I should do, 
I observed a volume of smoke a long way to tlie north 
which I at once imagined had been kindled by my 
lowers to guide their lost master to the waggons. 

With revived spirits, I stirred my jaded steed, 
made for the smoke ; but, alas ! this only served to h 
me farther aatray. After riding many miles 
direction, I discovered that the fire was at au amazing 
distance, and could not have been kindled by my men ; 
it was the wild Bakalabari of the desert burning the 
dry grass. I was now like a seaman in a burricani 
my wit's end — I knew not how to ride nor what to 
The sun, wliich had just risen when I left tlie wa^^i 
was about to set. There was no landmark whatever 
which to steer ; I might wander for days, and not disco' 
water. 

To find the waggons was comparatively a trifle. 
thought little of ihum ; it was the thought of wal 
that harrowed my mind. Already the pangs of th 
began to seize me. I bad ridden all day, under 
hot sun, and had neither eaten nor drunk since 
the preceding evening. I felt faint and weary ; and 
heart sank as horrible visions of a lingering death by 
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dening thirst arose before tne. Dismounting from my 
horse, I sat down to think what I should do. I knew 
exactly by my compass the course we had been steering 
since we left Booby. I accordingly resolved to ride 
bouth-west for many miles, the course of the waggons 
having been north-east, and then lo send Ruyter across the 
country a little to the north of west, while I should hold 
a correspODding course in an easterly direction. By this 
means one of us could not fail to find the spoor, and 
I arranged that at nightfall we should meet at some 
conspicuous tree. Having thus resolved, I mounted my 
horse, which was half dead with thirst and fatigue, and, 
having ridden south-west for several miles, I and Ruyter 
separated at a conspicuous tree, and rode in oppo^te 
direcUons. Before riding far I recognised the country 
as being the f^t where I had seen the leopards in the 
rooming. I at once followed Ruyter, and fired several 
signal shots, which he fortunately heard, and soon joined 
me. We then rode due east, and eventually, to my In- 
expressible gratification, we disfovered the spoor of the 
waggons, which we reached after following it for about 
four miles in a north-eaaterly direction. 

Our poor horses were completely exhausted, and could 
barely walk to the camp. I found my waggons drawn 
up beside the strong fountain of Lepeby, which, issuing 
from beneath a stratum of white tufous rock, formed an 
extensive deep pool of pure water, adorned on one side 
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with lofty green reeds. This fountain was situated stl 
the northern extremity of a level bare vley, surrounded I 
hy dense covers of tlie wait-abit thorns. Such a peculisi 
jameness characterized tbe country, tliat a person wandpr-1 
iug only a few hundred yards from the fountain, would I 
have considerable difficulty in regaining it. It was night J 
when I readied the waggons, and two or tliree cups otM 
coffee soon restored uie to my wonted vigour. 

On the following morning, from earliest dawn until wq« 
trekked, which we did about ten a.m., large faerd^ of gam^f 
kept pouring in to drink from every dde, completelyl 
covering the open space, and imparting to it the appear- i 
ance of a cattle-fair ; blue wildebeests, zebras, sassaybys, 
pallahs, springboks, &c., capered fearlessly up to the ■ 
water, troop after troop, within two hundred yards of i 
lu former years a tribe of Gechuanas had frequented this 1 
fountain, and I beheld the skeletons of many rhtnocerosea I 
and of one elephant bleaching iu the sun ; but the 
powerful and cruel Matabili had attacked the tribe, and 
driven tbem to seek a home elsewhere. I shot a pallah 
aud a wildebeest, which we secured behind the waggon&^ 
AljoutteuA.M. weiiifipanned, and within a mile of Lepebji; 
we passed through another similar open vley, containiiigj| 
;i strong fountain of delicious wnter. We continued our-' 
march till sundown through an undulating open oountrj', 
thinly covered with detached trees and thorny bushes, 
.nnd encamped in a sandy desert without water. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

The Bamnngwato Mouutaiiu — The Ele|ihsiits* Foontaiji — A tr.iop 
of coIobbbI Giraffes — Elophauta drinking by Kigbt — Uftbils 
of the A rrican Elephant — Elephant Huiit — A Bull shot after 
u dangerous Encounter — Cutting out the TubIeh — Eitraordi- 
naiy Rocks — Moiint^MU-retreat of Sicomy, King of Bamangwatti 
— His Cunning — Barter Muakcta for Ivory — His Majwty'ii 
LUriouB Gun-pmcticK — Trading for Native Woapona. 

On tlie 25t)i, at dawn of day, we inspanned, and trekked 
about five hours in a north-easterly course, through a 
boundless open country sparingly adorned with dwarfish 
old trees. In the distance the long-sought mountains nf 
Bamangwato at length loomed blue before me. We 
halted beside a glorious fountain, which at once made me 
forget all the cares and difficulties I had encountered in 
reaching it The name of this fountain was Alassouey, 
but I at once christened it " the Elephant's own Fountain." 
This was a very remarkable spot on the southeni borders 
of endless elephant forests, at which I had at length arrived. 
The fountain was deep and strong, situated in a hollow 
at the eastern extremity of an extensive vley, and its 
margin was surrounded by a level stratum of solid old 
red sandstone. Here and there lay a thick layer of soil 
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upoD the rock, and this was packed flat with the fresh 
spoor of elephants. Around the water's edge the very rock 
was worn down by the gigantic feet which for ages had 
trodden thore. 

'riie soil of the surrounding country waa white and 
yellow sand, but grass, trees, and buslies were abundant. 
Frum the borders of the fountain a hundred well-trodden 
elephant footpaths led away in every direction, like the 
radii of a circle. The breadth of these paths was about 
tliree feet ; those leading to the northward and east were 
the most frequented, the country in those directions being 
well wooded. Wc drew up the waggons on a hillock 
the eastern side of the water. Tins position cominandt 
a good view of any game that might approach to drink. 
I had just cooked my breakfast, and commenced to feed, 
when I heard my men exclaim, "Almagtig keck de 
ghroote clomp canieel ;" and, raising my eyes from my 
sassayby stew, I beheld a truly beautiful and very 
unusual scene. From the margin of tlie fountain thi 
extended an open level vley, without a tree or bush, tl 
stretched away about a mile to the northward, where 
it was bounded by extensive groves of wide-spreading 
mimosas. Up the middle of this vley stalked a troop of 
ten colossal 
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pallahs. They were all coming to the fountain to drink, 
and would be within rifle-shot of the wagons before I J 



Cinp. XIV. A TROOP OF GTRAFFES. 303 

could finish my breakfast. I bowerer continued to 
Bwallow my food with the utmost expedition, baring 
directed my men to catch and saddle ColcBbcrg. In a 
few minutes tbe giraScB were slowly advancing within 
two hundred yards, stretching their graceful necks, and 
gazing in wonder at the unwonted waggons. Grasping 
ray rifle, I now mounted Colesberg, and rode slowly 
towards them. They continued gazing at the waggons 
until I was within one hundi'ed yards of tliem, when, 
whisking their long tails over tbeir rumps, they made off 
at an easy canter. As I pressed upon them they in- 
creased their pace ; but Colesberg had much the speed 
of them, and before we bad proceeded half a mile I waa 
riding by the shoulder of the dark-chestnut old bull, 
whose head towered high above the rest. Letting fly at 
tbe gallop, I wounded him behind the shoulder; soon 
after wbicli I broke him from the herd, and presently, 
going ahead of him, be came to a stand. I then gave 
him a second bullet, somewhere near the first, These 
two shots had taken effect, and he was now in my power, 
but I would not lay him low so far from camp, so, having 
waited until he had regained his breath, I drove him 
half-way back towards the waggons. Here he became 
obstreperous; so, loading one barrel, and pointing my 
rifle towards tbe clouds, I shot him in the throat, when, 
rearing liigh, he fell backwards and exinred. Tliis was 
a magnificent specimen of the giraffe, measuring upwards 
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of eighteen feet in height. I stood for nearly half a 
hour engrossed in the contemplation of his extreme beauty J 
and gigantic proportions ; and, if there had been i 
elephants, I could have exciMmed, like Dulte Alexaiidttf:^ 
of Gordon when he killed the famous old stag witii 
seventeen tine, " Now I can die happy." Bat I lot 
for an encounter with the noble elephants, and I thougl 
little more of the giraffe than if I had killed a gemslx 
or an eland. 

In the afternoon I removed my waggons to a con- 
distance irom the fountain, and drew them up amonj 
some bushes about four hundred yards to leeward of tfai 
water. In the evening I was employed in manufacturinf 
hardened bullets for the elephants, using a compoation oF' 
one of pewter tn four of lead ; and 1 had just completed 
my work when we heard a troop of elephants splashing 
and trumpeting in tlie water. This was to ine a joyfiili 
sound ; I slept little that night. 

On the 'iCth I arose at earliest dawn, and having fed 
four of my horses I proceeded with Isaac to the fountsiii 
to examine the spoor of the elephants which had drunk 
there during the night. A number of the paths contained 
fresh spoor of elephants of all sizes, which had gone from 
the fountain in different directions. We reckoned thi 
at least thirty of these gigantic quadrupeds had visitc 
the water during the night. 

We hastily returned lo camp, where, having breakiV 
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fasted, I saddled up, and proceeded to take up the dpoor 
of the lai^tist hull elcpliant, accompanied by after-riders 
and three of the guides to ausiat in spooring. I was also 
accompanied by my dogs. HavJDg selected the spoor of 
a mighty bull, the Oechuanas went ahead, and I followed 
them. It was extremely interesting and exciting work. Tlie 
foot-print of this elepliant was about two feet in diameter, 
and was beaudfully visible in the soft sand. The spoor 
at first led us for about three miles id an easterly direc- 
tion, aloug one of the sandy TnotpathB, witliout a check. 
We then entered a very thick forest, and the elephant 
had gone a little out of the patti to smash ^ome trees, and 
to plough up the eartli with his tusks, lie soon, how- 
ever, again took the path, and held along it for several 
miles. 

We were on rather elevated ground, with a fine 
view of a part of the Bamangwato chain of mountains 
before ns. Here the trees were large and handsome, 
but not strong enough to reaat the inconceivable strength 
of the mighty monarchs of these forests. Almost every 
tree had half its branches broken short by them, and at 
every hundred yards I came upon entire trees, and tliese 
the largest in the forest, uprooted clean out of the 
ground, or broken short across thoir stems. I observed 
several large trees placed in an inverted position, having 
their roots uppermoEt in the ^r. Our friend had here 
halted, and fed for a long time upon a large wide- 
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Spreading tree which he had broken short across within a 
few feet of the ground. After following the spoor som 
distance farther through the dense mazes of thi 
we got into ground so thickly trodden by elephants thi 
we were baffled in our endeavours to trace the spoor a 
farther ; and after wasting several hours in attemptin 
by casts to take up the proper spoor, we gave it up, i 
with a sorrowful heart I turned my horse's head towai 
camp. 

Having reached the waggons, while drinking 
coffee I reviewed the whole day's work, and felt mm 
regret at ray want of luck in my first day's ele] 
hunting, and I resolved that night to watch the v 
and try what could be done with elephants by nigl 
shooting. I accordingly ordered the usual watcbing-4io] 
to be constructed ; and having placed my bedding in i 
repaired thither shortly after sundown. I had Iain abt 
two hours in the hole, when I heard a tow rumblin) 
noise like distflot thunder, caused (as the Bechuanas 
affirmed) by the bowels of the eleplianta which were 
approaching the fountain. I lay on my back, with mj_ 
mouth open, attentively listening, and could he&r tl 
ploughing up the earth with their tusks. Presently t 
walked up to the water, and commenced drinking will 
fifty yards of me. They approached with so quiet | 
step, that I fancied it was the foolsteps of jackals whid 
I heard ; and I was not aware of their presence untaLV 
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heard the water, wliich they had drawn up in their 
trunks and were pouring into tlieir raoutbs, dropping 
into the fountain. I then peeped from my sconce with a 
beating heart, and beheld two enormous bull elephants, 
which looked like two great castles, standing before me. 
I could not Bee very distinctly, for there was only star- 
light. Having lain on my breast some time taking my 
aim, I let fly at one of the elepbuuts, using the Dutch 
rifle carrying six to tlie j>ound. The ball told loudly 
OD his shoulder, and uttering a loud cry he Btumbled 
through the fountain, when both made ofl* in dilTerent 
directions. 

All night large herds of zebras and blue wildebeests 
capered around me, coming sometimes within a few yards. 
Several parties of rhinoceroses also made their appearance. 
I felt a little apprehensive tliat lions might visit the 
fountain, and every time that hyienas or jackals lapped 
the water I looked fortli, but no lionx appi^ared. At 
length I fell into a sound sleep, nor did I again raise my 
bead until tlie bright star of mom had sliot far above the 
eastern horizon. 

Before proceeding further with my narrative, it may 
here be interesting to make a few remarks on the African 
elephant and his habits. The elephant is widely diSuaed 
through the vast forests, and is met nith in herds of 
various numbers. The male is very much larger than the 
female, conoequcntly much more difficult to kill. He is 
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providpd with two enormous luaks. These are loofC 
tapering, and beautifully arched; their length i 
from six to eight feet, and they weigh from sixty to am 
hundred pounds each. In the vicinity of the equator tin 
elepbuJits attain to a greater size than to tbe southward-^ 
and I am in the possession of a pair of tusts of t 
Afncan bull elephant, the larger of which measures ten 
feet nine inches in length, and weighs one hundred and 
seventy-three pounds. Tlie females, unlike Asiatic ele- _ 
phants in this respect, are likewise provided with tue 
The price which the largest ivory fetches in the Eoglif 
market is from 28/. to 32/. per Imndrcd and twelW 
pounds. Old bull elephants are found singly or in pain 
or consorting together in small herds, varying from s 
twenty individuals. Tbe younger bulls remain for mai 
years in the company of their motherB, and these a 
together in large herds of from twenty to a hundred in<U 
viduals. The food of the elephant consists of i 
branches, leaves, and roots of frees, and also of a variel 
of hulbs, of the situation of which be is advised by 1 
exquisite sense of smell. To obtain these he turns i 
the ground with his tusks, and wliole acres may be t 
thus plongbed up. Elephants consume im immense q 
tity of food, and pass the greater part of the day i 
night in feeding. Like the whale in tbe ocean, 
elephant on land is acquainted witli, and roams over, wiiU 
and extensive tracts. He is extremely particular i 
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always frequenting tlie frushest and most verdant dUtricte 
of the forest ; and when one district is parihed and barren, 
he will forsake it for years and wander to great lUsIancea 
in quest of better pasture. 

The elephant entertains an extraordinary horror of 
man, and a child can put a hundred of tliem to flight by 
passing at a quarter of a mile to windward ; and when 
thus disturbed, they go a long way before they halt. It 
is surprising how soon these sagacious animals are aware 
of tlip presence of a hunter in tlieJr domains. When one 
troop lias been attacked, all the other eleplianta frequent- 
ing the di:!trict are aware of the fact withia two or three 
days, when they all forsake it, and migrate to distant 
parts, leaving the hunter no alternative but to ini'pan his 
waggons, and remove to fresh ground. This constitutes 
one of the greatest difficulties which a skilful elephant- 
himter encountere." Even in the most remote parts, which 
may be reckoned the head-quarters of tlie elephant, it is 
only occasionally, and with inconceivable toil and hard- 
s-hip. that the eye of the huutcr is cheered by the sight of 
one. Owing to habits peculiar to himself, the elephant 
is more iiiacceesible, and much more rarely seen, than 
any other game quadriLped, excepting certain rare ante- 
lopes. They choose for their resort the most lonely and 
secluded depths of the forest, generally at a very great 
distance frum the rivers and fimiitains at which they 
drink. In dry and warm weather they visit these waters 
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nightly ; but in cool aod cloady weather tliejr drink onlT 
tmce erery third or fourth day. Abuat saodawn tiie ele- 
[ihant leaveB hia distant midday hanst,ai>i] commeoces his 
march towards the roiiDtain, which ia probably froiD tweWe 
to Iwviity luikif dielant. This he generally reaches be- 
Iwvcii the hours of nine and midnigbt; wbeo, having 
Hiaki'd iiie thirst and cooled his body by spouting lai^e 
voliinn^s of water over hia back with his trunk, he resumes 
thu puth to his foreet solitudes. Having reached a se- 
cludud spot, I liave remarked that full-grown bulls lie 
down on their broadsides, about the hour of midnight, 
and blufp for a few hours. The spot which they usually 
K'leet ie on anthill, and they lie around it with their 
bockii resting against it ; these hills, formed by the white 
ants, are frnin thirty to forty feet in diameter at ihcir 
base. Tiio mark of the under tusk is always deeply im- 
printed in tliu ground, proving that they lie ujmii Ibi 
sidua. I never remarked that females had thus li 
down, and it is only in the more secluded districts that 
till- I>u11h adopt tfaia practice ; for I observed that, in 
diotricta where the e]e]ihaiita were liable to frequent dis- 
turlwmce, they took repose standing on their legs benei 
some shady tree. Hating slept, tbey then proceed 
feed extensively. Spreading out fiom one another, 
proctieding in a zig<!ag course, they smash and destroy 
the finest trees in the forest which happen to lie iu 
eoursO' The number of goodly trees whidi a herd 
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bull eleplianU will thus destroy U utterly incredible. 
They are extremely capricious, aud on coming to a 
group of five or six trees they break dowu not unfre- 
quently the whole of them, when, having perhaps only 
tasted one or two small branches, they pass ou and con- 
tinue tlieir wanton work of destruction. I have repeat- 
edly ridden through forests where the trees thus broken 
lay ^o tliick across one another that it was almost impos- 
sible to ride thruugh the district; and it la in situations 
sueh aa these tliat attacking the elephant is attended with 
most danger. During the night they will feed in open 
]»lains and thinly wooded districts ; but as day dawns, 
they retire to the densest covers within reach, which nine 
dmes in ten are composed of the impracticable wait-a-bit 
thorns ; and here they remain drawn up In a compact 
herd during the beat of the day. In lemote districts, 
however, and in cool weather, I have known herds to 
continue pasturing throughout the whole (lay. 

The appearance of the wild elephant is inconceivably 
majestic and imposing. Ills gigantic height and colossal 
bulk, so greatly surpassing all other quadrupeds, com- 
bined with his sagacious disposition and peculiar habits, 
impart to hiui an interest in the eyes of the hunler which 
no other animal can call forth. Tlie pace of the elephant 
when tuidi8turt>ed is a bold, free, sweeping step; and 
A-om Hie peculiar spongy formation of his foot, his tread 
ia extremely light and inaudible, and all his movements 
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|,niiJ III ■ ■iftfa !■ i*liMiil of &es 
I bA a^ fcOovos to Mck dw spoor, vUe I aMcnded. 
1 fid BoC iii>i aj tTcs frna tbe pound mtil I had 
readied IJk l^^eM ponaK^ at rod. I then looked 
cail. Bad to ny iaez[veaEib(e gratifiatica I bebeld a 
troop of nine or ten ele{ilBntE qnietlj brov^ng within 
a qsarter of a mile of me. 1 aQoweK nysrtf otAj 
one glance at tbem, and then rasfaed down to warn 
my followers to be rilent. A coundl-of-war was hastily 
Ik-M, ihe mult of which was my onlering Isaac to 
ri'le liar«i to camp, with inMtructioDs to return as qoickly 
JiK pouihie, acoomfMuiied hy Kleinbov, and lo bring me 
my dog«, the large I>utch rifle, and a freah horse. I 
once more a»eencled the liillock to feast ray eyes apoa 
the tmchanting night before me ; and, drawing out I 
wiiyglaM, I narrowly viatclicd the motjona of the i 
phnntfl, The herd consisted entirely of females, sen 
of which were followed by small calves. 
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Presentlj, on reconnoitring the snrrounding couniiy. 
I discovered a second herd, consisting of five hull ele- 
plianta, which were quietly feeding about a mile to the 
noithward. The cows were feeding towards a rocky 
ridge tliat stretcheil away from the base of the hillock on 
which I stood. Burning with impatience to commence 
the attack, I resolved to try the stalking-system with 
these, and to hunt the troop of bulls with dogs and 
horses. Having thus decided, I directed the guides to 
watch the elephants from the summit of the hillock, an<i 
with a bea^ng heart I approached them. The ground 
and wind favouring me, 1 soon gained the rocky ridge 
towards which they were feciling. They were now within 
one hundred yards, and I resolved to enjoy the pleasure 
of watching tlieir movements for a little before 1 fired. 
They continued to feed slowly towards me, breaking the 
branches from the trees with their trunks, and eating the 
leaves and tender shoots. I soon selected the finest in the 
herd, and kept my eye on her id particular. At length 
two of the troop had walked slowly past at about sixty 
yards, and the one which I had selected was feeding with 
two others on a thorny tree before me. 

My hand was now as steady as the rock on which it 

rested, so, taking a deliberate aim, I let fly at her head a 

Lh little behind the eye. Slic got it hard and sharp, just 

^^K vhere I aimed, but it did nut seem to affect her much. 

^^H Uttering a. loud cry, she wheeled about, when I gave lier 
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the aecoiid ball, close behind the shoulder. All the 
elephants uttered a strange rumbling noise, and niade 
olF in a line to the northward at a brisk ambling pace, 
their huge fanlike ears flapping in the ratio of their 
speed. I did not wait to load, but ran back to the 
hillock to obtain a view. On gaining its summit the 
guides ))ointed out the elephants ; they were Btanding in 
a grove nf shady trees, but the wounded one was somff 
distance behind with another elephant, doubtless its par- 
ticular friend, who was endeavouring to assist it. Tlies* 
elephants had probably never before heard the report of 
a gun ; and, having neither seen nor smelt roe, they were 
unaware of the presence of man, and did not seem in- 
clined to go any farther. Presently my men hove in 
sight, bringing the dogs ; and when these came up I 
waited some time before commencing the attack, that the 
dogs and horses might recover their wind. We then 
rode slowly towards the elephants, and had advanced 
within two hundred yards of them when, the groun<l 
being open, they observed us, and made oft' in an easterly 
direction ; hut the wounded one immediately dropped 
astern, and next moment she was surrounded by the dogs, 
which, barking angrily, seemed to engross her attcriition. 

Having placed myself between her anti the retreating 
troop, I dismounted to fire within forty yards of her, in 
open ground. Colesberg was extremely afraid of the 
elephants, and gave me much trouble, jerking i 
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wben I tried to fire. At length I let fly ; but, on endea- 
Touring to regain my saddle, Colesberg declined to allow 
me to mount ; and when I tried to lead Inm, and run for 
it, he only backed towards the wounded elephant. At this 
moment I heard another elephant close behind ; and on 
looking about I beheld the " friend," with uplifted trunk, 
charging down upon me at top speed, shrilly trumpeting 
and following an old black pointer named Schwart, that 
was perfectly deaf, and trotted along before the enraged 
elephant quite unaware of what was behind him. I felt 
certain that she would have either me or my horse. I how- 
ever determined not to relinquish my steed, but to hold 
on by the bridle. My men, who of course kept at a. safe 
distance, stood aghast with their mouths open, and for a 
few seconds my position was certainly not an enviable 
one. Fortunately, however, the dogs took off llie atten- 
tion of the elephants ; and just aa they were upon me I 
managed to spring into the saddle, where I was safe. 
Aa I turned my back to mount, the elephants were so 
very near that 1 really expected to feel one of their 
trunks lay bold of me. I rode up to Kleinboy for my 
donble-barrelled two-grooved rifle : he and Isaac were 
pale and almost speechless with fright. Returning to the 
diai^e, I was soon once more alongside, and, firing fi'om 
the saddle, I sent another brace of bullets into the 
wounded elephant Colesberg was extremely unsteady, 
and destroyed the correctness of my aim. 

p2 
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Tbe friend now seemed resolrMl to do some miscluef^ 
and durged me (iiriaiidly, pnrsnii^ me ti> a distanoe of 
sereral bnndred yards. I therefore denned it proper to 
ffve ber a gentle hint to act leas offictoaely, and aocord- 
ingly, baviog loaded, I approached within thirty yards, 
and gave it her sharp, right and left, behind the shoulder, 
upon which she at once made off with droojung trunk, 
e»idently with a mortal wound. I never recur to this 
my first day's elephant-shooting without regretting my 
folly in conti-nting myself with securing only one elephant. 
The firet was now dying, and could not leave the gmund, 
and the second was also mortally wounded, and I had 
only to follow and finitli her ; hut I foolishly allowed 
ber to escape, while I amused myself with the first 
which kept walking backwards, and standing by every tree 
she passed. Two more shots finished her : on receiving 
them she tossed her trunk up and down two or three 
times, and, falling on her broadside against a thorny tree, 
which yielded like grass before her enormous weight, she 
littered a deep hoarse cry and ex|>ire(i. This was a very 
liandsnme old cow elephant, and was decidedly the best 
in the troop. She was in excellent condition, and carried 
a pair of long and perfect tusks. I was in high spirits at 
my success, and felt so perfectly satisfied with having 
killed one, that, although it was still early in the dny, 
and my horses were frceh, I allowed the troop of five 
bulls to reiniiiii unmolested, foolishly trusting to fall in 
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with them next duy. Haw little did I then know of the 
haliits of elephants, or the rules to be adopted iii hunting 
them, or deem it probable I should oever see them 
morel 

Having knee-haltered our horses, we set to work with 
our knives and assagais to prepare the skull for the 
hatchet, in order to cut out the tusks, nearly half the 
length of which, I may mention, is embedded in bone 
sockets in the fore part of the ekull. To cut out the 
tuske of a cow elephant requires barely one-fif^h of the 
labour requisite to cut out those of a bull ; and when the 
sun went down we had managed by our combined efforts 
to cut out one of the tusks of my first elephant, with 
which we triumphantly returned to camp, having left the 
guides in charge of the carcase, wbtre they volunteered 
to take up their quarters for the night. On reaching my 
waggons I found Jobaiinus and Carollus in a happy state 
of indifference to all passing events : they were both very 
drunk, having broken into my wine-cask and spirit- 



On the 28th I arose at an early hour, and, burning 
with anxiety to look forth once more from the summit of 
the hillock which the day before brought me such luck, 1 
^^^ made a hasty breakfast, and rode thither with after-riders 
^^h utd my dogs. But, alas ! I had allowed the golden op- 
^^B portunity to slip. This day 1 sought in vain ; and although 
^^H I often again ascended to the summit of my favourite 
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the elephant, and these they now brought to the wag- 
gons.' 

On tlie following morning, which was the Ist of July, 
we inspanned at dawn of day, and late in the afternoon 
we reached Lesausau, having performed an extremely 
arduoua and fatiguing march. Our route during the 
greater part of the day lay through dense jungle and 
thorny thickets, where it was necessary to clear a way witli 
our axes before the waggons could pass. The ground 
also was in many places extremely rocky, and threatened 
the destruction of my wheels and axletrees, causing us 
much labour, it being indispensable to remove the masses 
of rock to one ^de. As we neared Lesausau, wc entered 
upon a broad level strath, adorned throughout its length 
and breadth with a variety of picturesque acacia and 
other trees, wiiich stood at intervals as if they had been 

' It WAS ever lo me a Eource of great jileaBure to reflect tb&t, 

white enricbing myself in following my favcninte punniiL of ele- 

pluuit-bunling, 1 was feeding and making liap|iy liie stArving 

familiea of hundrcdii uf tlio Bvchuniiu aud Uukolnliurl triboa, who 

invariably followed niy waggons, and assisled mo in my huating, 

in numbers varying from fifty to two hundred at a time. Tbcw 

kcii were often accom|iamcd by their wives and faiiulios, and when 

D elephant, hipjiO|>otamu«, or other largo anioiiil was slain, all 

I hands reiaireil to ilie spot, when every inch of the animal was 

I ndnuMl to billongue, viz. cut into long narrow strips, and hong in 

[ baloous upon lulos, and dried in the sun : even the entrails were 

t left for the vultures and hyieUBB, and the very bones were 

|idiop[>etl tu pieceii with tbcir hatchets to obtain the marrow, with 

I which they enriched their soup. 



IWjiim^aAalmm. On atker ^de. the ■oaa- 
toM roK abnftljr froB te|ilaia,aiid Aey now iiOTrJ 
■ nxj bold ami rtifciiig ifpearuKe, their odes and 
m"^"^ iii nJ iil i ii (, iJ'tMHj,i ■■■rii nf mrfc fded ooeakm) 
aiatfaer, same of «incb aeened so faolaaced upon tbeir 
exalted aod umnr pedestab. 
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A liglrt and featberf fringe of dwarfish trees aod < 
rietie« of gigantic cacti ad<jnied tbe iddes and upper 
ridgn of these ragged monotuos, and, as we proceeded, 
I oheerved finely wooded wild rannee stretrbing away 
into the bosom of tbe mountains. 

Here we were joined by three of Sicomv's men, ' 
informed us that they were iu daily apprehension iif | 
attack from the Matabiti, who they heard were marching 
against tbem. In consequence of this, Siccmy und all his 
tribe bad forsaken iheir kraal:^ and were now living in 
wiM caves am] oihcr secluded retreats in tJie sides and 
oil the Hummits of tbf>se rocky mountains. Tliey led us 
ronnd tbe boae of a bold projecting rock, and then up a 
wildandwell-woodcdrocky ravine, bearing no traces of men. 
On raising our eyes, however, we perceived the sum 
of tlio rocks covered with women and children, and i 
soon detached parties of Sicomy'a warriors came poui 
in from diSerent directions, to gaze upon the white g 
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I being the first that many of them had seen. These 
men were all armed and ready for action, each bearing 
an oval shield of ox, buffalo, or camelopard's hide, a 
battle-axe, and three or four assagai b. They wore 
karosseg of jackal's and leopard's skins, which depends 
gracefully from their shoulders ; and many of them sported 
a round tuft of black ostrich-feathers on their heads, while 
others had adorned theJr woolly hair with one or two 
wavy plumes of white ones. Both men and women 
wore abundance of the usual ornamenlB of beads and 
brass and copper wire. 

We were presently met by a messenger from Sicomy, 
saying that the king was happy we had arrived, and that 
he would shortly come to see me. We proceeded up 
tlie bold and narrow ravine of Lesausau as far as it was 
practicable, the water being situated at its upper ex- 
tremity. Soon after we had encamped Sicomy drew 
nigh, accompanied by a large retinue of his principal 
men and warriors. He appeared to me to be about 
thirty years of age, and was of middle stature. Hb 
distinguishing feature is a wall-eye, which imparts to 
his countenance a roguish look that does not belie the 
cunning and deceitful character of the man. As he 
came up to the waggons I met and shook hands with 
him, and invited htm to partake of coffee with me. I 
could see that be was enchanted at my arnval. He 
talked at a very rapid pace, and assumed an abrupt and 
p3 
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ratber dictatwul manner, occasionally tnmiDg i 
and cracking jokes with bis councillofB and noliili^^ 
He wafi very anxious to ascertain from I^aac tfae contents 
of the waggons, and be s^d that he wonid buy ever}*thiiig 
I had brougbt, and tbat he would give ine a large bull 
elephant's tusk for each of my moskets. 

Tliis was a fishing remark to bt'ar « bat I ghoald eay ; so 
I replied that the mnsketa cost many teeth in my own coun- 
try, and tbat I bad not stolen them. I had refolved to 
maintain a firm and independent manner in my dealings 
with him, treating him at the fame time with the utmost 
affability. I told him that other men feared lo come « 
far to trade with him, but that his friend Dr. lavi 
stone had directed me to come, and had sent him | 
present by me. I then gave him Dr. LivingBtonefl 
present, with a sinular one from myself, consisting I 
beads, inafi", and ammunition. It amused me to u 
the timid and cringing demeanour of tbc men i 
Booby when seated in the presence of the king, 
proacbing him with the utmost humility, they salatt 
him by stretching out their hands and clapping the paliE 
together, saying nt tlie same time " Rumcla, cosi," sig- 
nifying, TIail, king! which bis majesty was graciously 
pleased to acknowledge by squinting at them with i 
cock-eye, and saying "Eh," which is the inTarisU 
Bechuana acknowledgment of a salutation. Often, how- 
ever, when I saluted the natives, they acknowledged n 
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salutation by saying ** Eb 1 keitumela, cos! a Machoa ;" 
signifying, "Eh I thank you, king of the white men.'" 
Having saluted the king, tlie Booby mcu at once pro- 
ceeded to expatiate upon the difficulty they had bud in 
prevailing upon the great white man to visit his do- 
minions, and the meritorious manner in which thcj bad 
conducted me thither ; for which the king expreesed his 
gratitude, and ordered "boyalwa," or native beer, to be 
placed before them. Sicomy remained long at the 
waggons, engaged in deep and constant conversation with 
my interpreter and several of his elder councillors, and 
at a late hour he departed, promising to viat us early on 
the following day. Fearing that any of hie people might 
come and trade with me during liis abaencc, the king 
instructed bis uncle Mutclmisho, with a retinue, to re- 
main beside the waggons during tlic night. 

At an early hour ou the following morning ihe king 
made his appearance, attended by a number of his 
warriors, all carrying their battle-gear. I was still in 
bed, and seeing the king peeping into my waggon I pre- 
tended to be asleep. Presently I observed a savage 
coming up the glen bearing on bis shoulders a bull- 
elcphant's tooth, wbicli he laid under the waggon. 
Coffee was now announced, so I aroBt, and the king 
breakfasted with me. I had resolved to say aa little as 
possible about the trading, and to appear very indifferent, 
a system indispensable in trading with the natives, which 
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St all tiiiie« pr^f ■ damlj, but rancfa more so if (be 
trader sllon IIkb to imapae that be is -nwj aoxioos to 
obtain poMcBnoa of tbor goods.' 

WUte Soomj vas taking he cofiee. be tnld me that be 
bad deqiatcbed men to bring elepbaotg' teeth, which be 
said were at a distance, and that be would pardiaae 
everything aa qoickly as poesibie, that I might be enabled 
to leave the coantry he&re the Matabili should come. 
This rumour about the Matabili I at the time a 
to be a fabrication, but I tubsequenlly ascertained t 
it was a fact. 

In the forenoon I occupied myself in writing i 
journal in my waggon, and I could see that the king « 
annoyed at my indifference abont the trading. At IcngI 
he asked me to come out of the waggon, saying that | 

' [d trading with the Bechuaiias the most difficult point is ^ 
iiig about tlie price of any artiqfe Ju the fitst instance ; and otb 
when inuliiig boB once commenced, aud the native 
wiiJi tlie prico, exchaogeB are eflected rapidly. It 
netK^aary for the trader to ask a little more than he expect* ti 
thiit be may appear Ui yield to their importunity, otherwioe t 
would not deal with hini. 'llioy nerer ooncludc a bargun i 
hurry, anrl always deem it necessary to ask the advice of t\ 
every one present before lliey can m-iko up their miuda ; and if B 
ihonld hap|>cii tlint any one individual present disapprove i 
burKain, tho exchange is for the tune at an cud. 

1 have more than once been prevented from effecting a a 
whioti I had all but concluded, by some old wife, who hapiieiu 
to bu ]iiuHing at the moment, exclaiming that I waa too high iu 
tny prices, nlibough she was perfectly ignorant of our lrwu»ctian. 
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had got ii present for me, aud he brougljt forward the 
elephant's tuak which lay beneath the waggon. Having 
thanked him. I expressed inj'sclf satisfied with his pre- 
sent; ami ill return I immediately presented him with 
what he reckoned an ei^uivalent in beads. He asked 
me the priee of my muskets, and I answered four 
large bull's teeth for each. He then retired lo an adja- 
cent grove of shady trees, where be sat consulting with 
his men for hours- Two men at length appeared, coming 
from opposite directions, each bearing a bull's tooth. 
When these arrived, Sicomy ordered them to be placed 
before me, and. calling Isaac, he inflicted on me a long 
harangue, talking all manner of nonsense, and endeavour- 
ing to obtain a musket for these two teeth. At length 
a third tusk was brought, but it was a small one. It 
was now late in the afternoon, bo 1 told the king that I 
was going to take a walk in the mountains to obtain a 
view of his country. He said that he was going to buy 
one of the muskets immediately, and re'iuested that 
I would not leave the waggons. After sitting talking 
with his men till it was near sunset, he once more offered 
me two tusks for a gun. I replied that I had already 
spuken. He then said he was going home, and 
that he did not know if he would come again to trade 
with me. If the king had indeed resolved not in trade 
with me, no request on my part would have altered the 
case. So I replied that I had never asked him to pur- 
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chaae anything, and was perfectly indifferent whether Ij 
did or not ; that there were other c)iiefs who were anxiot 
to purchase my goods ; and that my re^ason for visiting 
his territory was to enjoy the sport of elephant-hunting. 
Having thus spoken, I wished him good evening, a 
shouldering my rifle, I stalked up the rocky ravine a 
shot two baboons. 

At an early hour on the following morning SIcoi 
was at the waggons ; and having breakfasted, he com 
inenced as on the previous day to endeavour to purchase a 
gun with two tusks. At length I said that he should have 
one for three tusks, provided they were large. After .4 
protracted discuseion, the third tusk was produced, 1 
I handed him a musket. He next bothered for a bullet- 
mould, which I alst) gave him into the bargain. Jlav- 
ing obtained the mould, he insisted on tiaving a lead-, 
ladle. That I said I could not give him with one { 
but promised if he dealt liberally with me he shouH 
have one. He continued his importunity about tlio ladle 
till late iu the afternoon, when he began to talk about 
buying a second gun. Three tusks were brought, and 
we had nearly concluded a bargain, when some of bis 
councillors told him that he ought to have rcccivet 
powder and bullets along with the first gun. He c 
mcnced to pester me on this subject; but 1 
resisted, and told him the bargain was concluded, 
however, continued to harp on this string till a late hoq] 
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when I told liitn, as I had done the preceding day, thrtt 
I must now take a walk ; and I remarked that, if he 
thought he had given too much for ray gun, he had 
better return it, and take away his tusks. Having con- 
Bulted a short time with his wise men, he returned the 
gun, and resumed possession of his tusks. I then shoul- 
dered my rifle, and held for the wells, to give the dogs 
water. 

These wella were situated at a great distance fi-om my 
camp, and yielded a very moderate supply of water. 
Here I met with large parties of the Bamangwato women 
drawing water, which they tore in earthen vessels ba- 
lanced on their heads to their elevated retreats in the 
mountains. The pits where my oxen drank were very 
distant from the camp, and were reported not to yield a 
sufficient supply of water, the consequence of which was 
that my horses and oxen had already greatly fallen off in 
condition. In this state of things I resolved that my 
stay at Bamangwato should not exceed another day, and 
I determined if possible to come to terms witli Sicomy on 
the following morning. On returning to the waggons, 
Carolina came up to mc and reported half the oxen 
missing. Tliis threw me into a state of great alarm. 
I at once suspected treachery, and I well knew that 
if Sicomy had taken them they would not easily be re- 
covered. I instantly despatched two mounted men in 
different directions, with instructions to ride hard and 
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■poor. 



and these retnmed at * late hour, bavi 




fonnd them. 

On reriewiDg mj trading I could not help feeliog 
annoyed at the dilatory mode in which it progressed. I 
had DOW speDC two entire days eDdearoiiring to trade, 
yet no exchanges had been efiected. For this, how- 
ever, there was no help. I could not have acted 
wise, and on the following day I reaped the benefit of 
unyielding resolution. 

Altliough I voted the trading an intense bore, 
nevertheless well worth a tittle time and inconveniei 
on account of the enormous profit I should realise. The 
price I had paid for the muskets wa« 16/. for each cast- 
containing twenty niusketd ; and the value of the ivory 
required fur each tnusket was upwards of 30/., bei 
about 3000 per cent., which I am Informed ia reckoi 
among mercantile men to be a very fair profit. Si 
was in those days in the po83ession of very large qi 
titles nf splendid ivory, and still considerable quantities 
pass annually through his hands. Since I first visited 
Bamangwato, and taught the natives the use of lire-ai 
they have learnt to kill the elephant themselves 
previous to my arrival they were utterly incapabh 
suhdning a full-grown elephant, even by the united 
exertions of the whole tribe. All the ivory which Sicomj 
then jiosseesed, and the majority of that which still passes 
through his hands, is obtained &om elephants slain with 
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assagais by an active and daring race of Bushmen inha- 
biting very remote regions to the northward and north- 
west of Bamangwato. 

The manner in which Sicomy obtained this ivory was 
by sending a party of hia warriors to the Bushman, who 
first obtained the tusks in barter for a few beads, and then 
compelled some of the poor Bakalahari, or wild natives of 
the desert, over whom Sicomy conceives that he has a per- 
fect right to tyrannize, to bear tliem on their shoulders 
across extensive deserts of burning sand to his head-quar- 
ters at Bamangwato. So great was the fatigue endured by 
the poor Bakalahari on these occasions, that many of them 
died of exhaustion before reaching Bamangwato. At an 
early hour on the 4lh, Sicomy not appearing, I proceeded 
to viut him at his mountain residence, accompanied by 
Isaac and a party of liis own men. We wound along the 
base of the mountains for a distance of half a mile, and 
then commenced ascending the almost perpendicular 
and ragged mountain side, cousi^tlng of immense masses 
of rock heaped together in dire confusion. Having 
gained tlie summit, which was of a tabular character, 
we advanced a short distance through a succession 
of heaps of disjointed masses of rock, and presently we 
reached the chiefs temporary retreat; which consisted of 
a small circular hut, composed of a framework of boughs 
of trees, interlined with twigs and covered with gross 
iber of similar huts were erected around the royal 
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I famd Sicnny Kated before be wigwam, m earnest 
ooafCfwtioii mtb bis coaoctllon. He aeened pleased to 
•ee me, and Aanlced me for mj- nat. I shook bands 
witb him, nod infonncd Iiim that, owii^ to tbe scarcity 
of water at Lerausau, I could nut prolong mj rUit to 
him ; and that I had come to take my leave, and faad 
brought him a few preseDt«, which I then laid before 
Iriin. lie thnnkcd mc, and said that I was very good, 
and that ho was happy that I had visited his country j 
hut tljnt ono tiling made his heart sore, viz. that we had 
not ht'i'ii nblc to trudc. I replied that that was his fault, 
and not niinr, luiving offered him my goods on equally 
libenil teniii as I did tn others. I then expressed myself 
unxiouB to depart. nereii]Kiu Sicomy requested me 
remain with him another day, promising to bring 
nhundnnee of tUBkc, and lo purchase all my muskets, 
thti I replied Uitit I w;is still willing (o deal witli him, if 
he would only deal fiiirly ; but I gave him to undcrstaud 
tliat thin was jMwitively the last day 1 could remain witb 
him. We then all elarted for the waggons, where llus day 
iho WrtiT went oh an briskly as it had been dilatory on 
the two |uvcvdiii(; oiit>s. 'lite king cuntinued dnakiiw 
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cotfee and taking snufT at a tremendous rate, and large 
bowls of his boyalwa kept continually arriving, and were 
freely circulated throughout the day. Sicomy gave me 
three bull's tusks for each of the first two muskets, I 
^ving him some powder and lead to boot ; after wbicli 
the pi-ice fell to two tusks for each musket. With thia rate 
of exchange the whole assembly seemed perfectly satis- 
fied, and the trading went on without a murmur. Ath- 
letic savages were constantly coining and going throughout 
the day in three different directions, bearing on their 
shoulders the precious spoils of the elephants of the Kala- 
hari ; and when the sun went down all my muskets were 
disposed of, and I found myself in the possession of a 
very valuable lot of ivory. 

I also effected several exchanges of beads and ammu- 
nition for the tusks of cow elephants. I had resolved to 
purchase fine specimens of the native costume and arms, 
&c. ; hut ivory being the most important article, it was 
beat to defer all minor transactions until our trade in it 
was concluded. The king seemed highly delighted with 
his purchases, and insisted oQ discharging each of the 
muskets as he bought it. It was amusing to see the 
manner in which he performed this operation. Throwing 
hack bis kaross, and applying tbe stork to his naked 
shoulder, he shut his good eye, and kept the wall-eye 
open, to the intense amusement of tbe Hottentots, who 
were his instructors on tbe occasion. Each report caused 
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the utmost excitement and merriinent among the wai 
who pressed forward and requested tliat they also 
be permitted to try their skill with these novel 
ments of war. 

The king had in his poggession a most wunderfu) knob^ 
kerry, which I was determined to obtain. It was made 
of the horn of the kobaoba, a very rare species ol 
rhinoceros, and its chief interest consisted in its exi 
ordinary length, which greatly exceedeti anything I 
ever seen of tiie kind before, or liave siuce met 
Handing Sicomy my snuff-bos, I pointed to the k< 
and asked him where the kobaoha had been killed, 
replied that that kerry had been sent him by a chief who 
resided at an amazing distance on the borders of tht- 
Lake of Boats, I then asked him to present it to me, 
that I might have something tu keep in remembrance of 
him ; but he replied that it belonged to hia wife, 
could not part with it. Presently, however, while 
his coflee, he said that if I chose I might purchase it. 
iiskcd him what be required for it, and he answered, 
the cup which he then held full of gunpowder. Acconl- 
ingly, when his majesty had drained the cup, I liaodeil 
him the powder, and became possessor of the kobaoba 
kerry, which is now in my poaaesaion, and ou which 1 
place a very great value. It was now night, and ihv 
king said tliat ho would sleep by the waggons, as 
was too late to go home. A number of his raen 
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pared for tlie bivouac, some collecting logs for the noc- 
turnal watcli-fire, which the Becliuanas invariahly keep 
up, while others were occupied in forming circular hedges 
of thorny branches around the fires, witliin which they 
carefully levelled the ground with pointed sticks, pre- 
paratory to spreading out their couches, which consist of 
long dried grass, and extend in a circular form around 
the fire. On these couches the Bechuanas sleep, with 
the soles of their feet to the fire, with no other covering 
than a light kaross. TTiey lie huddled together like 
silver spoons on a tray, and the number of individuals 
around each fire is usually ahout a dozen. Before retir- 
ing to rest I informed Sicomy that I should march on 
the morrow as soon as my oxen had drunk, and I ex- 
pressed my wish to trade with hi^ people for karosses and 
armour at an early hour. Sicomy i»romiBed that these 
articles should be forthcoming, and at once informed his 
people of my wish. 

At an early hour on the morning of the 5th I com- 
menced to trade with Sicomy's men for karosses and 
Bechuana arms, of each of which I obtained some very 
fine specimens. With these, as with the ivory, there was 
considerable discussion before the prices could be agreed 
on in the first instance, after which exchanges were 
effected rapidly, I had, however, to pay them long 
prices for their " chakas " or battle-axes, on which all the 
Bechuana tribes place a very great value. 
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I had intended to penetrate beyond Bamangwato, 
a wish to explore the country, and for the purpose | 
hunting elephants; but owing to gross misrepresentatioi 
made to me by Isaac relative to Sicomy's wishes o 
subject, and partly owing to the threatened attack 1 
the Matahili, I resolved for the present not to ex.tc 
my peregrinations beyond Bomangwato, hut to occupy I 
time for the remainder of that season in hunting throu^ 
out the fine country between Bamangwato and SicheM 
mountains. As Isaac's character, however, gradtu 
unfolded itself to me, and as 1 became more intimate ■ 
conversant with the natives, I discovered that he 1 
interpreted Sieomy's wishes to nie in uth^rly false coloui 
and I afterwards ascertained from the natives, whose lan- 
guage I very soon began to luidcrstand, that Sicomy and 
liis people were not only willing, but anxious, that I should 
remain and hunt elephants in their territory. In conse- 
quence of this, as the reader will shortly learn, being 
informed by Sicomy's men that the invasion hy tlie Ma- 
tahili was no longer apprehended, I returned to Bamang- 
wato, and penetrated into the extensive forests to ( 
nortliward and eastward of that mountain range, ■ 
for several raontlis I continued hunting elephants, a 
panied hy large parties of Sicomy's men. 
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Take leave of Sicomy — Digging for Waler — The Elcphauta' 
FounUiu again — A wounded Itoan Antelope baya in the Water, 
and kills my IX>gB right and left — Sicomy'a Camp again — Wc 
march through n beautiful Valley — Curioiui Instinct of the 
Ithinoceroa-bird — A mighty Bull Elephant iihot after a hard 
Conllict — MuIchuiabo*B Atteutiona more clutritabtc tluin pleaaant 
— Cutting up an Elephant — A atrange Scene — llaklng the 
Flesh — PrimitivB Tobawo-pipes — Biltorigue Fosloons. 



Aboct eleven o'clock a.m., on the 5th of July, everything 
being ready, I took leave of Sicomy and retraced my 
steps for Corriebely. It causud me much pain and 
anxiety to observe that my cattle were extremely hollow- 
looking and spiritless from want of water : not one of them 
having obtained a sufficiency of that essential of life 
since they had last drunk at Corriebely, and several 
appearing so distressed that I entertained considerable 
fears of their l)eing able to reach that fountain. I was 
accompanied by a small party of Sicomy's men, who 
followed me in the hope of obtaining flesh. Having 
proceeded about a mile, I missed my greyhound " Flam," 
wliich bad been doubtless stolen by Sicomy's orders, he 
being notorious for his predilection for that variety of 
dog. I therefore at once despatched a messenger to the 
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king, to say that I required him to fiDd mj dog ; and 
aliortly after this men overtook me, bearing a haross, 
which they said the king had sent to purcha^ one 
or my doga. I replied that they liad already taken the 
dog, but that I would not have the kaross. They then 
departed, and I continued my march. After trekking 
about six miles we readied a deep gravel-hole beside 
a mass of red grauite rock, at the bottom of which 
there was about a bucketful of spring water ; and here 
was the fresh spoor of a huge bull elephant, wliich had 
scooped out large portions of the gravel with his trunk 
on the preceding evening, but on turning about he had 
entirely undone what he had accomplished by trampling 
it down again into the well with his huge feet. 

On inspecting the spot I fancied tliat by digging we 
might obtain a little water for the unfortunate cattle, 
which at this moment was an object of the utmost im- 
portance, the fountain of Coiriebcly being still very- 
distant. I accordingly set to work hard with all nay fol- 
lowers, asHsted by the Bechuanas ; and having removed 
an immense quantity of the gravel, I had the sallsfaction 
to discover a small spring of excellent water, which i»iied 
from beneath the granite rock and ran as fast as «e 
could catch it in our pails. I then placed ray large 
flesh-pnt near the pit, and, ordering the men to bring op 
the cattle in small detachments, we bailed out 
as fast as they could drink it, the buckets beb 
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along by a line of men extending up the gravu) bank la 
the cattle : and thus in a short time every one of them 
obtained a sufficiency. This opportune supply of water 
was to me invaluable, my poor dogs having also been 
much distressed and requiring water no leas than the 
cattle. 

With renewed spirits we continued our journey, 
and at sundown we halted about half-way to Cor- 
riebely. On tlie march two of the oxen evinced dis- 
tress, and we were obliged to outspan them and allow 
them to follow slowly wilh the loose cattle. About ten 
o'clock on the following morning I reached Corriebely, 
and was most thankful to have succeeded in bringing all 
my wretched cattle alive to a fuuntam where they could 
drink tlieir fill. While breakfasting, three of Sieomy'a 
men approached, leading my greyhound Flam ; they said 
that they were sent by Sicomy, who, on hearing that she 
was missing, bad at once issued orders for her recovery. 

In the afternoon we inspanned, and marched to the 
scene of the fall of my first elephant, where we halted 
fiir the night. On reaching Massoupy I commenced 
examining the elephants' footpaths on the side on which 
were my strongest hopes. I had almost made the circnii 

I of the fountain, and hope had died within me, when, lo ! 
broad and long, and fresh as fresh could be, the enormoll.^ 
Bpoor of two mighty bull elephants which had drunk 
there during the night. Tliis was glorious ! I had great 
vol- 1. g 
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faith in the s])oormg powers of the Banmngwato men, and 
I felt certain that at length the day had arrived on which 
I was to kill my first bull elephant. The Bechuxnas at 
once took up the spoor, and went ahead in a masterly 
manner; iind with buoyant spirits I followed !n their 
stepB. The spoor led about due west, a direction in whtcli 
I had not yet been. Having fallowed it for many 
miles througli this desert conntry, we reached a district 
where the bushes, to whose berries Knop-kop was so 
partial, grew in great abundance ; and here the elephants 
had commenced to feed upon their roots, plonghing up 
the sand extensively witli their tusks. We now en- 
tered upon ground much frequented hy elephants, their 
traces, of various dates, extending on all sides, crossing 
and recrossing one another in every direction : and by 
this means we eventually lost the spoor. After a fruit- 
less search of several hours, and many vain endeavours 
to retrieve the day by trying back on the spoor and 
making wide casts to the right and left, I was completely 
beaten, and compelled to drop it, the Bcclmanas sitting 
down and sidkily refusing to prot^eed farther. We now 
bent our steps homeward. \Ve had not ridden many 
miles when we observed a herd of fifteen camelopards 
browsing quietly in an open glade of the forest. After a 
very severe chase, in the course of which they stretcheil 
out into a magnificent widely-extended front, keepii^ 
their line with a regulaiity worthy of a troop of dragnom, 
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I succeeded in separating a fine bull, upwards nf fighleen 
feet in height, from tlie rest of the herd, and brought him 
to the ground within a short distance of the camp. The 
Bechuanas expressed themselves delighted at my succees. 
They kindle<l a fire and slept beside the carcase, wliich 
they very soon reduced to biltongue and marrow- bones. 

On the morning of the 8th I walked to the fountain, 
and examined all the elephants" footpatlis, but there was 
no fresh spoor. Having breakfasted, I rode for a conical 
hill, distant from the waggons about five miles in a 
northerly direction, from whose summit I fancied that 
elephants might he seen. It was a charming cool day, 
with a fine bracing wind, the sky beautifully overcast with 
clouds. I rode along, holding the elephants' footpaths. 
The marks of their strength were vii4ble in every grove, 
and all the large trees in the vicinity of the muddy 
vleys, which at this season were dry, were plastered with 
sun-baked mud to a height of twelve feet from the ground. 
Oti reachii^ the base of the conical hill I secured my 
horse to a tree, and ascended to ita summit, from which I 
carefully examined the distant forest landscape with my 
spyglass, but sought in vain for elephants. 

In the evening I took my heavy single-barrelled rifle, and 

dauntered towards the fountain. A large herd of blue 

jA wildebeests were slowly advancing up the vley to drink. 

^K I accordingly took up a position behind a low bush near 

^1 which they must pass, and lay fiat on tlie ground, waiting 

I 
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their approach, Preaeotly I raised my head to see how 
they were ronuDg on, when I perceived a pair of the 
rare and beautiful roan antelope or bastard gemsbok 
warily uppruachiog the fountain. These came up, and 
were passiug within a hundred and twenty yards of me, 
wheu, Bulecting the buck, I let fly, and missed. The 
whole herd of wildebeests now wheeled to the right-about, 
and thundered down the vley, enveloped in a cloud of 
duflt; but the two roan antelopes, which had probably 
never before heard the report of a gun, stood looking 
about them, wliile 1 hastily loaded, lying flat on tny side. 
This being accomplished, I again let fly, and the old buck 
dropped to the shot ; the ball had entered Ills shoulder, 
and he lay kicking and roaring until 1 bad almost re- 
loaded, when he regiuned his feet and made off afker his 
comrade. At this moment " Argyll " and " Bonteberg," 
two right good dogs, came up, haviug hoard the shots, 
and, perceiving the bastard gemboks, they gave chase. 
To my surprise the woimded buck, instead of turning to 
bay, now set off at a rapid pace. He had not gone for, 
however, when he turned, and stood at bay for about a 
minute. Two or three more of the dogs heard tJieir 
comrades harking, and came up to the buck, which then 
broke bay and made off tlirough the bushes, and in 
another moment all was still. It was now almost dark, 
and I followed in the direction which the buck had 
held, wheu suddenly I heard a rushing uoise, and \a 



ROAN ANTF.I.OPES. 



141 



another instant the wtmnded buck met me face to fare, 
closely pursued by five of the dogs, He was making for 
the water, where he would have bayed, but I unluckily 
turned him. Owing to light rain which was falling at 
the moment, I had unfortunately elipped my rifie into a 
water-proof holster, which prevented my firing, and the 
buck held close past the waggons, where more dogs joined 
in the chase. 

Ou reaching camp I Inriuired of the men if they had 
seen the buck, and they answered Yes, but that he was 
not wounded, 'litis I fancied must l>e the case, and 
that the dogs bad followed the fresh buck ; and as 
two of them made their appearance, I thought that 
the afi^r was at an end. Tn the mean time, however, 
Kleinlioy had seen the chase, and, hastily bridling a 
horse, bad followed. He now rode breatbless to the 
waggons, and reported that the buck was at buy beyond 
a low ridge within half a mile of camp, and that be wa,* 
killing the dogs right and left. Seizing my rifle, I 
mounted a horse and followed af^er Kleinboy in the 
dark. Presently I heard the music of my pack, 8n<l on 

I coming up I found the bastard gemsbok lying beside a 
bush, with tlie dogs barking round him. Three dog.s 
that bad followed me from camp, on seeing the buck 
lying, rushed in upon him, when he struck furiously 
right and left, and killed one dead on the spot, severely 
wounding the other behind the shoulder; these were 
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Vitfoot and Argyll, two of iny best do^ Again be 
struck right and left, and knocked over Wolf and Flam 
with amazing violence, severely injuring their etomachs. 
He had killed Bles, my Btoutest and fiercest dog, before 
I caiQc up, the horn having entered his heart. It was a 
long time before I could fire, for the nighl waa dark, and 
the buck lay on the ground, witli the suniving dogs still 
pressing close around him. At length he stood up, when 
I shot him dead with a single shot. He proved to ht- 
the wounded buck, having received my liret shut in tliv 
shoulder. Ttiis was a first-rate specimen of the rt>aii 
antelope, and carried a pair of sui>erb scimitar -shaped 
horns, which were long and fairly set, and beautifully 
knotted. Before leaving Ma^souey two more nol 
giraffes fell before my rifle, also several fat elands 
other varieties of game. 

After remaining in the neighbourhood of the fountain 
for several days, and finding that it was entirely deserted 
by the elej)l]ants, I determined to retrace my steps and 
seek for thciu beyond Bamangwato, and on the 18th 
we again came to tlie camp i>f Slcomy u]>on the Rockv 
Mountains. I found the king in a kraal whicJi I had 
uot hitherto visited. He waa seated beneath a low shady 
tree, with a few friends and some of his wives, A num- 
ber of splendid koodoos' skulls and horns lay rottiqs 
about the kraal, among which were several pairs e 
ing any I had yet beheld. Casting my eyes to the 
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east, I obtained a. very distaot view of ifau country in 
that direction. From the baac of the mountain on wliicli 
I stood stretched a dead level paric ttirough a. bold open- 
ing in the mountains. This park wob regularly orna- 
mented with groves and forest-trees, and extended with- 
out the slightest break or change a£ far as I could sec. 
The scene exactly resembled tlie ocean when viewed from 
the summit of ^ume bold mountain standing near its 
shore. Having partaken of the king's beer, I descended 
to my waggons, when we continued our march along the 
aforesaid valley. I was accompanied by Sicomy's brother; 
and on looking behiod me as we proceeded, I beheld 
long strings of the natives following in our wake, and 
small detached parties kept pouring down from the rock:: 
and glens on every side, until my suite exceeded full two 
hundred men. 

We held a northerly course, and on the second day 
we reached Letlocbee, a strong perpetual fountain, situ- 
ated in au abrupt and rucky ravine. This ravine lay in 
a range of low rocky hills, which were bounded on the 
north and west by a wide and gently sloping basin or 
hollow, diversitied with extensive groves and open glades. 
This hollow extended to a breadth of from six to eight 
miles, and was much frequented by elands and girafit^s, 
and beyond it stretched the boundless extent of the sandy 
Kalahari desert. Here I dally enjoyed excellent sport 



vith the 



( two varieties of game ; but tliough clcpliants 
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occasionally visited the water, and we followed on thdr 
tracks to an amazing distance, we always failed to obtaio 
a view of them. 

On the forenoon of the 23rd a native came and in- 
formed me that he had discovered a white rhinoceros 
lying asleep in thick cover to the south. I accordingly 
accompanied him to the spot und commenced stalking in 
upon the vast muchocho. He was lying asleep benealli 
a shady tree, and his appearance reminded me of an 
enormous hog, which in ehapc he slightly resembles. 
He kept constantly flapping his ears, which they inva- 
riably do when sleeping. Before I could reacb the 
proper distance to fire, several "rhinoceros-birds," by 
which he was attended, warned him of his impending 
dangler by sticking their bills into his ear, and uttering 
their harsli, grating cry. Thus aroused, he suddenly 
sprang to his feet and crashed away through tlie jangle 
at a rapid trot, and I saw no more of him.' 



' ThcBC rhiniiceros-birdB are constant (tttcnikiita ii|>oii Ibe hip- 
lajputomuH and the fuur vnrieties o( rhinoceros, their object being 
[o Teeil iit>cui the tioka luid uther [nirntijtic iuaects that swarm iipDn 
diew oniiimlH. They are uf a groyi»h colour, and are nearly u 
largo as a oonimcin thnish ; thoir voii* ia very Biinilar to that of 
the miatlcUie-lhnish. Many a timi' have these ever-watchful btrds 
>li>ap])DiDtod me in my alutk, and tempted me to iuvoke au mw- 
Ihcnia upon their dovotuil heads. They are the heat frierda tlie rhi- 
iioMnia lina, and rarely fail to awaken him even in his Botmdest tMp, 
" t^iultiirou " perfectly uuderstanda their wamiog, and, apriogitiK 
t»hi«fcet, hegjouomlly litst looks about hiju in every direction, aner 
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In the evening one of the parties sent out to seek for 
the spoor of elephants returned to camp, stating that a 
small tribe of Bakalahari, who resided in a range of 
mountains to the east, reported these beasts to frequent 
the forests in the vicinity of their abode, and Mutchuisho, 
Sicomy's uncle, who attended inc whilst hunting his coun- 
try, accordingly requratcil mc to hold myself in readiness 
to accompany him in quest of the elephants at an early 
hoiu- next day. It was aistomarj* with mc to console my- 
self, when hope had almoet died under a long-continued 
run of had luck, by saying to myself that " Patience will 
have her perfect work," thus making up my mind that 
a man who is a good stalker and a fair rifle-shot must 
eventually obtain by perseverance whatever game he seeks 



which he invnriaMf nuhet off. I have often hunted a rhmoc^ros 
oa boreelMck, which led me a choM of many miles, and required n 
number of bLoU before ha fell, duriug which choK wvernl of these 
birds ruDinined by ihe rhinocerOB to the Inil. They reniindcd me 
of iQArinQn on Iho deck of some bnrk soiling on the oceftn, for tliey 
perched along his bnck and mdca ; and as each of my luillots told 
on the shoulder of tlio rbiuoc«ruH, Uiey aKi>uded about lix fiiet iolo 
the air, uttering their harsh cry of aliim, and then resumed their 
positioD. It sometimes happened that the lower bnincheH of trees, 
■mder which the rhinooeroi tiaased, swept tliem from their living 
tteck, but they alwaya recovered their former station ; ihey ntito 
adhere lo the rhinoccroti >liiring the night. 1 have often sliol these 
■nimala at midnight when drinking at the fountains, and IJie birds. 
Imagining they were anloep, remained with them till morning, and 
on my approaching, liefore lahing flight, they exerted themaelves 
to their utmost to awaken Chukuroo from hk Aefp sleep. 




l^H^.k^A^ I I ii - l j 

Ba pMMn amS b*e bcr poftci «adL. nd «fae ^ 
had at la« «m*ed wfeoe^ w b> n^^ ■; ateMlj per- 
m.w uaaa : whJi cwfirte Mieoe^ At an n^ koor ai 
tbe 24lh, i^hb tbe dRBgifa«f the i^nrt inm^taa^ 
mtiietnadm^ i i Mft. 1 mck tke idd «itli Isnc aid 
KIciabojr «■ «fier«idcf% acmipwaed b; Miitrii iMh B 
«ad • bnadred mad fi% of bi> tnbe. W« heU m tnidi- 
ewlerijr coone, and, faaring proceeded ahwt five osIm 
tltfoiig^ the forest, n reached a baDtnn, vbov I a^ 
tterved tfae B|nor of a herd of cow eleph&nta, two dajs oU. 
Here we amde a short halt, ami gnuffwas bfi^y circil- 
latud, while (he leading mec debased on the ooarae <K 
wen; U> fulluw, and it waij agreed tliat we should bold for 
tliv l^kaUJmri kraal. Having coDtiuued our course for 
•cvvrol milfs, wc rounded the nortbem extremity of a 
range of ntcVy tiiuutitaiiis which roec abruptly in the 
forest and stretched uway to the south of east in a IcHig- 
ontiimcd cliain. Here we were met by men whom 
Miitf'huiHho had despattlied before daybreak, who aaid 
tliut tht! Itakaliilinri wunieu had that moniing seen ote- 
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phantB. This was joyous news. My hopes were high, 
and I at once felt certain that the hour of tnmnph was 
at hand. But disappointnient was atill in store for me. 
W e all sat down on the grass, while men were despatched 
to bring the Bakalahan, and when these came we ascer- 
t^ed that it was only spoor and not elephants they had 
Been. We held on fiw an inspection of it ; and here I 
wafl further to be disappointed, the spoor proving to be 
two days old. 

The country now before me was a vast level forest, ex- 
tending to the north and east for about twenty miles 
without a break. At that distance, however, the land- 
scape was shut in by blue mouutain ranges of considerable 
height, and two bold conical mountains standing close 
together rose conspicuous above the rest. These moun- 
tains the Bamangwato men informed me were their an- 
cient habitatioii, and that of their forefathers, but the 
cruel Matabili had driven them from thence to the rocky 
mountains which they now occupy. We continued our 
course in an easterly direction, and twice crossed tlie 
gravelly bed of a periodical river, in which were several 
small springs of excellent water. These springs had been 
exposed by elephants, which had cleared away the gravel 
with their trunks. Around these springs the spoor of 
rhinoceros was abundant. After proceeding several nulei^ 
through a dry and barren trat^t, where wait-a-bit thorns 
prevailed, we entered upon more interesting ground. 




■ EVlOrTB AJUCA. 



Tbe faro* 1 

ntwanm Mto ari turn. wHA mei m^f vrf m 
a^ ffimft, wUk Ibe ■>£■ bod; of tfae broC ont- 
1 of ftnriet; of tnxa of odKr iotto, cvcn^ig tbr 
beigbt of* pnA. The ekpfams h^ left a hwi i Un i 
tneem or tbdr presence, bat oD the naifa ww old. 
Fmh wfoor of ^nfie wa* hnprinted oo Ifae gr wiiwl on 
«t«i7 tide, and we presently uw a lai^ berd of tbeae, 
ttondiag scattered thnni^ tbe forest to oar left. Tbef 
were glorioos fellows, bnt I was now hi {Ktrmit of noblrr 
game : tbe natiTcs were leading me to some distant fboD- 
wherc they t-ipected we ^ould discover spoor. 

()n wc aped through tbe depths of tbe forest, our view 
twing con fined tu ahout fifty yard^ <m every nde. Pre- 
sently emerging upon a small open glade, I obeerred a 
herd of brindled gnooR sod tvo or three troape of p&Ilahe ; 
and soon after a second herd of about fifteen camcl< 
opordfl stood browsing before ua, and, getting our wind, 
■lushed nwny to our left. We had proceeded about two 
miles farther, iind it was now within two hours of sunset, 
when, lo! a thorny tree, newly smashed by an elephant. 
Homo of the natives attentively examined the leAres of 
the broken liraiiches to ascertain exactly wlien he bad 
b*'en there ; while some for tbe same purpose overhauled 
the spoor. It wns the spoor of a first-rate bull ; He had 
fed there that looming at the dawn of day. The gronnd 

I hard and bad for spooring, hut the natives evinced 



Chat, XV. SEARCH FOR ELEPHANTS. 319 

great skill; and following it for a short distance, we 
came to ground where a troop of bull elephiints had 
pastured not many hours before. Here tbe thorny trees 
on every side were demolished by tht'm, and huge 
branches and entire trees were rent and uprooted, and 
lay scattered across our path, having been carried several 
yards in the trunks of the elephants bt;fore they §taod to 
eat the leaves : the ground also was here and there 
ploughed up by their tuaks in quest of roots ; and in 
these places tbe enormous fresh spoor — that thrilling 
sight to a hunter's eye — was beauUfully visible. 

All this was extremely interesting and gratifying ; but 
I had been so often disappointed, and it was now so verj 
near sunset, that I entertained but faint hopes of finding 
them that evening. Mutcbuisho was very anxious that 
I should seethe elephants; be bad divested himself of 

I his kaross, and, carrying one of the muskets which Sieomy 
bad bought from me, he led the spooring party, consist- 
ing of about fifteen cunning old bands. The great body 
of the men be had ordered to sit down and remain quiet 
until tbe attack commenced. Having followed the spoor 
for a short distance, old Mutchuisbo became extremely 
excited, and told me lliat we were close to the elephants, 
A few minutes after several of tJie spoorcrs affirmed that 
they had heard the elephants break a tree in advance ; 
they differed, however, about the direction, some saying 
it was in front, and others that it was away to our left. 



•.350 



ADVESTCEES IN SOUTH AFWCA. 



Two or three men quickly ascended the tallest trees tint 
stood near us, but they could not see the ele|»haiit& 
Mutcbuisho then extended men to the rigfat and left. 
while we contiDued on the &poor. 

In a few minutes one of those who bad gone off tu our 
left came running breathless to say that he had se«o 
the mighty game- I halted for a minute, and in- 
structed Isaac, who carried the big Dutch rifle, to ad 
independently of me, while Kleinboy was to 
the chase ; but, as usual, when the row began, my 
lowers thought only of number Due. I bared my 
to the slioulder, and, having imbibed a draught uf aijlia 
pura from tlic calabash of one of the gpoorers, I grasped 
my trusty two-grooved rifle, and told my guide to go 
ahead. We proceeded silently as might be for a few 
hundred yards, following the guide ; when he suddenly 
pointed, exclaiming. " Klow ! " and before us stood 
herd of mighty bull elephants, packed together beneaAi; 
shady grove about a. hundred and fifty yards in &d' 
I rode slowly towards them; aud as soon as they ob- 
served me they made a loud rumbling noise, and, tossing 
their trunks, wheeled right about and made off in one 
direction, crashing through the forest and leaving a cloud 
of dust behind tliem. I was accompanied by a del 
ment of my dogs, who a^^isled me in the pursuit. 

The distance I had come, and the diSioultiea 
undergone, to heboid these elephants, rose fresh before 
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3it adtestcssb is ■oimi ahka. 

M^^mttewHA hMl ben bOonae the oAa 
■ad M dior tomag ap aad buijng i 
dMige WMtbe resolt, acmnpnied by the i 
tmpet M before. In Ids Aatge be panel «iaw ■» 
ne, wbn I iialated fahn with a Mcaod bvlfct is Ae 
•bouMvf, of whtdi )ke did not take tbe sfigblaM ■■tTi i 
I now detemiined not to fire a^in tu^ I caali 
make a iteady dmt ; bat althoogfa the depfanA tiBaerf 
rvpeatedl;, " Sunday" imrariably diia|qM>nled aae, ca- 
pering M> that it was impcMable to fire. At 1 
aiiperatfd, I became reckleae of the danger, and, : 
iDg frtna the saddle, I approached the elpplwnt im^r 
cov<'r of a tree, and gave him a buJlet in the side of dr 
head, when, trompeting eo shrilly that the forest trembled, 
he charged among the du^, from whom he eeened t>i 
fancy that the blow had come ; after which be took 
up A position in a grove of thoniE, with his hesd to- 
wards mc. I walked up very near, and aa he waa in 
the act of charing, I (being in those days iindtr wnM^ 
imprOBsinns as to the impracticability nf bringing down 
an elephant with a shot in the forehead) stoocl coolly m 
bin path until lie waa within fifteen paces of me, and I 
drive at the hollow uf his forehead, in the vain cxpectati 
that by so doing I should emi his career. The ; 
only served to increase hie fury— an effect which, I I 
remarked, shots in tlie bead invariably proilueed ; i 
continuing Ins cliarge with incredible quickness t 
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me. I determined that on tliis occaaion at least I would 
do my duty, and, dashing my spurs into " Sunday's" ribe, 
I was very suuii much too close in their rear for safety. 
The elephants now made an inclinaUou to my left) whereby 
I obtained a good view of the ivory. The herd consisted 
of six bulls i four of them were full-grown, first-rati.' 
elephants ; the utlier two were fine fellows, but had not 
yet arrived at perfect stature. Of the four old fellows, 
two had much finer tusks than the real, and for a few 
seconds I vtan undecided which of these two I would 
follow ; when, suddenly, the one which I fancied liad the 
stoutest tusks broke from hia comrades, and I at oncu 
felt convinced that he was the patriarch of the herd, and 
followed him accordingly. Cantering alongside, I was 
about to fire, when he instantly tunied, and, uttering a 
trumpet so strong and slirill tliat the earth seemed to 
vibrate beneath my feet, be charged furiously after me 
for several hundred yards in a direct Une, nut altering his 
course in the slightest degree for the trees of the forest, 
which he snapped and overthrew like reeds in his head- 
long career. 

^Vhen he pulled up in bis charge, I likewise lialted ; 
and as he slowly turned to retreat I let fly at his shoul- 
der, " Sunday" capering and prancing and giving nie 
much trouble. On receiving the ball the elephant 
shrugged his shoulder, and made 08° at a free majestic 
walk. This shot brought several of tlie doga to my 
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distance bthind me. Among these was Mollyeon, who 
volunteered to help ; and being a very swift and active 
fellow, he rendered me importaDt service by holding my 
fidgety horse's head while I fired and loaded, I then 
fired six broadsides from the saildle, the elephant charging 
almost every time, and pursuing us back to the main 
body in our rear, who fled in all directions as he 
proached. 

The Sim had now sunk behind the tops of tlie 
it would very soon be dark, and the elephant did not 
seem much distressed, notwithstanding all he had re- 
ceived. I recollected that my time was short, there- 
fore at once resolved to fire no more from the saddle, but 
to go close up to him and fire on foot. Riding up to him 
I dismounted, and, approaching very near, I gave it him 
right and left in the side of the head, upon which he 
made a long and determined charge after me ; but I was 
now very reckless of Ills charges, for I saw that he could 
not overtake me, and in a twinkling I was loaded, aud, 
again approaching. I tired sharp right and left bchiud his 
shoulder. Again he charged with a terrific trumiM;!, 
which sent " Sunday" flying tlirough the forest. This wub 
his last charge. The wounds which he had received 
began to tell on his constitution, and he now stood at bay 
beside a thorny tree, with the dogs barking around him. 
These, refreshed by the evening breeze, and perceiving 
tliat it was nearly over with the elephant, had once mons 



THE CONQCESr. 



359 



I 



come to my assistance. Having loaded, I drew near and 
fired right and left at his forehead. On receiving theae 
shols, instead of charing lie tossed his trunk up and 
down, and by various sounds and motions, most gratify- 
ing to the hungry ualives, evinced that his dcmiho was 
near. Agiun I loaded, and fired my last shot behind his 
shouidei' : on receiving it, be turned round the bushy 
tree beside which he stood, and I ran round to give him 
the other barrel, but the mighty old monarch of the forest 
needed no more ; before I could clear the bushy tree he 
fell heavily on his side, and his spirit had fled. My feel- 
ings at this moment can only be understood by a few 
brother Nimrods, who have had the good fortune to enjoy 
a similar encounter. I never felt so gratified on any 
former occaf^ion as 1 did then. 

By this time all the natives had come up ; they were 
in the highest spirits, and flocked around the elephant 
laughing and talking at a rapid pace. I climbed on to 
him, and eat entlironed upon bis side, which was ns high 
as my eyes when standing on the ground. In a few 
minutes night set in, when the natives, having illuminated 
the jungle with a score of fires, and formed a scmicirtle 
of bushes to windward, lay down to rest without ]iar- 
taklng of a morsel of food. Mutchuisho would not allow 
a man to put an assagai into the elepliant until the 
morrow, and placed two relays of sentries to keep watch on 
either side of him. My dinner eonsisted of a piece of 
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fle^h from the temple of the elephant, which I broiled 
the hot embers. lo the conflict I had lost my shirt, 
which was reduced to streamers by the wait-a-bit thoTRR. 
and all the clothing that remaned was a pair of bucltakin 
knee-breeches. 

The night was very cold, it being now the dead of tb^ 
African winter. Having collected dry grass, I spread it 
beside my fire. ;ind lay down for the night with no other co- 
vering than an old sheepskin, which I had use<i for a saddle- 
cloth. Shortly after I had dropped asleep. Muteliuisho, 
commiserating my bare condition, spread an old jacks! 

Lkaroaa over me. This karos?, as all Bechuana garments 
are, was thickly tenanted by small transparent insects. 
usually denominated lice. These virulent creature5 
probably finding my skin more tender than that of the 
owner of the kaross, seemed resolved to enjoy a banquet 
while they could ; and presently I awoke with my whole 
body BO poisoned and inflamed that I felt as if attacked 
with a severe fever. AH further rest that night was at 
an end. I returned the kaross to Mutchnisho, with 
grateful acknowledgments for his polite intentions ; and 
piling dry wood on the fire, which emitted a light as 
bright as day, I aroused the alumhering Kleinboy to 
assist me in turning my buckskins outaidc in, when so 
animating "cliasse" commenced, which terminated in die 
Bupture of about fourscore of ray white-currant coloured 
visitors. I then lit another fire opposite to the firrt, and 
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Spent the remainder of the night Mjuatteii between the 
two, thus imbibing caloric before and behind. 

As the sun rose on the morning of the 25tli, Mut- 
cliuialio gave the word to cut up the clepliant, when a 
accne of blood, noise, and turmoil ensued, which baffles 
all description. Every native there, divested of his 
karoBS and armed with an assagai, rushed to the on- 
slaught ; and in less than two hours every inch of the 
riephant was gone, and carried by the different parties 
to tiieir respective temporary locations, which they had 
chosen beneath each convenient tree that grew around. 

The manner in which the elepliant is cut up is as 

follows : — The rough outer skin is first removed, in lai^ 

sheets, from the side which lies uppermost. Several 

coats of an under skin arc then met with. This skin is 

of a tough and pliant nature, aud is Used hy the natives 

for making wattir-bag^, in wliich they convey supplies of 

water from the nearest vley or fountain (which is often 

ten miles distant) to the elephant. They remove this 

inner skin with caution, taking care not to cut it with the 

assagai . and it is formed into water-bags by gathering 

the comers and edges, and transfixing the whole on a 

pointed wand. The flesh is tlien removed in enormous 

_ _ slitets from the rilis, when tliu ballets come into play, 

^H with which ihey chop through, antl remove individually, 

^H each colossal rib. The bowels are tlius laid bare ; and 

^H in the removal of these the leading men lake a lively in- 
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ter»t ukI active part, br it h dnm^ioat and araaxid tW 
boweb that the &t or tbe dephant is munlj fband. 

Tliere sre &w ttnngB irincli aBediaaiiapruiaaD l^gUi- 
w fat of any de«cnpt!oD ; they will goananudi^ dif DW 

for a Email portioD of it TVy we it prioc^Mdly in coakaaf 
thtnr siin-dneil biltongue, and they also eal it witfa their 
cam. TliL' fat of tbi! elephant lie^ in extensrre layos mad 
ebeeta in his inside, and the qaantity which is otytahml frnaa 
a (iill-grown bull, in high condition, is very great. Befisv 
it ran he obtained, the greater part of the bowels must be 
rtTOOvcd. To aceomplJBh tins sereral men evetttully 
enter the immenae cavity of bis mside, where tber con- 
tinue mining away with their assagais, and handing the 
fat to their comrades outride nntjl all is bare. AVhile 
this is transpiring with the sides and bnwels, other parties 
BT** equally acdve in remnving the sk!n and fle^ from the 
remaining parts of the carcase. The native* have a horrid 
practice on tliese occasions of besmearing their hodiee. 
from the criiwn of the bead to the sole of the foot, with 
the black and clotted gore ; luid in this anointing tbev 
asaiiit (inc nnotlier, each man taking up the fill of both his 
hands, and spreading it over the bai-k and shoulders of 
his friend. Throughout the entire proceeding an inces- 
sant and deafening clamour of many voices and confused 
sounds is maintained, and violent jostling and wrestling 
are practised by every man. elbowing the breaats and 
conntcnances of his fellows, all slipper^' with gore, as hp 
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enileavDure to force his way to the venison through the 
dense intervening ranks, while tlie sharp and ready assagai 
gleams in every hand. The angry voitMJs anil gory a|»- 
pearanees of these naked savages, combined with their 
excited and ft'antie gestures and glistening arms, presented 
an effect so wild and striking, that when I first beheld the 
scene I contemplated it in the momentary expectation of 
beholding one half of tlie gathering turn their weapons 
against the other. 

The tnmk and feet are considered a delicacy, and a 
detachment are employed on these. The four feet are 
ainputateil at tlie fetlock joint, and the trunk, which at 
the base is about two feet in thicknesa, is cut into con- 
venient lengths. Trunk and feet are then baked, pre- 
jwratory to their removal to head-quarters. The manner 
in which this is done is as follows: — A party, provided 
with sharp-pointed sticks, dig a hole in the gronnd for 
each foot and a portion of the trunk. These holes arc 
alraut two feet deep, and a yard in width ; the excavated 
earth is embanked around the margin of the hole. This 
work being compleU-d, they next collect an immense 
quantity of dry branches and trunks of trees, of which 
there is always a profusion scattereil around, having been 
broken by the elephants in former years. These they 
pile above the holes to the height of eight or nine feet, 
and then set fire to the heap. When theae strong fires 
have burnt down, and the whole of the wood is reduced 
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tu mibe», the Iwles and tbe surrouDdiiig t-arth are beaud 
in a high degree. Ten or twelve men then &tand round 
the pit, ami rake out the ashea with a pole about raxteeu 
feet in length, having a hook at tbe end. They reiierp 
one another in quick succeaaon, each man numiiig m and 
raking the ashes for a few seconds, and then pitchiug the 
pole to his coraradt? and retreating, auce the heat is su 
intense that it is scarcely to be endured. When all tbe 
ashes are Uius raked out beyond the surruundii^ bank oT 
earth, each elephant's foot and portion of the trimk u 
lifted by two athletic men, standing side by dde, wbu 
place it on their shoulders ; and approaching tbe pit 
together, they heave it into it. 'Die long pole is now 
ugutD resumed, and with it they shove in the beatetl bank 
of earth upon the foot, shoving and raking until it is com- 
pletely buried in the earth. The hot embers, of which 
there is always a great supply, are then raked into a heap 
above the foot, and anotlicr bonfire is kindled over each, 
which is allowed to bum down and die a natural death ; 
by which time the enomoua foot or trunk will be fbttod 
to be equally baked throughout its inmost parts. \\Tieqi 
^e foot is supposed to be ready, it ia taken out of tbv 
ground with pointed sticks, and is first well beaten, and 
then scraped with an assagai, whereby adhering particles 
of sand are got rid of The outside is then pared ol 
and it is transfixed with a sharp ^take for fitcilil 
caniage. 
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The feel thus cooked are exL'elleat, as b also tbc trunk, 
which very much rcsembleB buffalo's longne. The reason 
why such large fires are requisite is owing tu the 
mass of the flesh that muat be baked. In raking the 
sand on the foot, the natives arc careful not to rake the 
red-hot embera in with it, which would bum and destroy 
the meat ; whereas the sand or earth protects it, imparting 
an even and steady heat. Wlien the natives have cut up 
the elephant, and removed the large masses of flesh, &c., 
to their respective temporary kraals arouud, they sit down 
for a little to rest and draw ihcir breath, and for a short 
time smokiug and snuffing arc indulged in. 

The Becbuana pii)e is of a very primitive description, 
differing from any I had ever seen. When they wish to 
smoke tliey moisten a spot of earth, not being particular 
whence they obtain the water. Into this earth they 
insert a green twig, bent into a semicircle, whose bend is 
below the said earth, and both ends protruding. Tliey 
then knead the moist earth down witli their knuckles on 
the twig, which they work backwards and forwards until 
a hole is established, when the tw!g is withdrawn, and 
one end of the aperture is enlarged with the fingers, so 
as to form a bowl to contain the tobacco. The pipe is 

I thus finished and ready for immediate use, when tobacco 
and fire are introduced, and the smoker drops on his 
knees, and, resting on the palms of la> liiiuds, he brings 
lus lips in contact with the mud at ilic small end of the 
VOL. I. B 



ADVKSTURES Ui 80PTII APBICA. 



hole, and thus inhales the grateful fumes. Lm^ 
Tolumes of Einolce are emitted through the nnstrils, whiU* 
a copious flow of lean from the eyva of the smoker 
eYinccs the pleasure he enjoya. One of these pipes will 
serve a large partyt wlio replenish the bowl and reliere 
one another in succession. 

'Hie natives, having drawn their brcatli, once toore 
devote their attention to the ticsh, which they next reduce 
to biltongue, cutting every morsel into thin strips firom 
six to twenty feet in length. These strips are of the 
breadth and thickneas of a man's two lingers- When aJt 
is reduced to biltongue they sally forth with their tonu- 
hawks, and cut down a number lif jio'es of two sorts, for 
uprights and cross-poles. The uprights are eight feet 
long, and forked at one end. Tliey place tliem upright 
in the ground around their respcclivc trees, tsyii^ 
the cross-poles resting on the forts, and the«e are 
adorned with endless garlands of the raw meat, which is 
permitted to hang in the sun for two or three days, when 
it will have lost much of its weight, and be stiff and easy 
to be carried. They then remove ihc biltongue from the 
poles, and, folding it together, they form it into bundles, 
which arc strongly lashed and secured with long strips of 
the tough inner bark of thorny mimosas. Their work in 
the forest is now completed, and, each man placing one 
bundle on his bead, and slinging several others across tus 
shoulders, returns to his wife and family at head-nuarters. 
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The appearance which thu flesh t>f a single elephant 
exhibits when reduced to strips and suspended from the 
poles is truly surprising, the forest far nround displaying 
a succession of ruby festoons, and reminding one of a 
vineyard laden with its clusti^ring fruits. Wlicn the 
skull of my elopliaiit was ready for the axe, Mutchiiisho 
caused a party to hew oat for me the tusks — a work of 
great labour, and needing considerable skill. In the 
present instance the work was clumsily executed, the 
natives hacking and injuring the ivory in removing the 
bone witli their little tomahawks. In consequence of tliis 
I invariably afterwards pcribnned the task myself, using 
superior American hati'hets, which I had provided ex- 
pressly for the purpose. When tlie tusks had been 
extracted I saddled up, and started for the camp, accom- 
panied by my aAer-riders and a. party of the natives 
bearing the ivory, with a supply of baked foot and trunk 
and a portion of the flesh. The natives had appropriated 
all the rest, and when I left them they were quarrelling 
over the remnant of the skull, whose marrowy bones wen- 
in high demand. They fought for every chip as it flew 
from the axe, and chewed it raw. On our way to camp 
we passed through the kraal of the Bakiitahari> situated in 
the mountain range. In the valleys they had formeii 
considerable gardens, in which com and water-melons 
were extensively grown. I was right glad to reach my 
comfortable camp, and get a bowl of coffee. 

b2 
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On the ereiiii^ of the 26tfa meu kept pouring into 
camp heavily laden with the flesh of the elephant, a large 
part of whidi was for Scomy : they halted with me for 
the night, and resumed their march in the morning. 
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Elephant spooring with tlie Nativca — The Mystic Dice — Htuit 
in a Wait-a-l)it Thorn Cover — Romanlic Gorge in the 
Mountdns — Sahii — Ancient Elephant Path — Ludicrous 
Native Signal — A nohle Bull Elephant slain — Isaac, m}- 
Interprcter, diBmissed — A Lioness bagged at one Shot— Drunken- 
ness and Disorder in Camp— My manner of taking the Field 
aiter the larger Game — Sicomy's Followers desert me. 
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Oh the 27tb of July I resolved to move vay waggons far- 
ther to the east, and informed the waggon-drivers of my 
intentions ■■ they however raised many objecdona, and all 
but gave me a direct refusal. As I was not aware of the 
position of the waters, and knowing well that leaac would 
not assist me in discovering them, I deemed it prudent 
itrst to make an excursion to tlie east on liorsebeek. I 
accordingly stowed some ammunition and a washing-rod 
in my old game-bag (to the inside of which, by the by, 
adhered a goodly coating of the scales of grilse and 
■almon, along with sundry speckled and blood-stained 
feathers of the grouse and partridge), and having made 
bread and ground coffee sufficient for three days' con- 
sumption, I ordered two of my men to be ready to accom- 
pany me nest mormng. My interpreter's countenance 
never lacked a scowl ; auil, instead of forwarding my 
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Jiwrenacn betwixt ne kmA die mtiTea, and faaaMHi 
motiiiy among Bj Hotteotota. I dkcorered tbaS 
akng be had tkoofcd mm, aod carefully concealed th 
liirection where elephaoti moet abounded, md I begm t 
think diat, in justice to mjael^ it waa fa^ tine tkat ll 
^wB!d be igncmumomlj dismissed the eerrioe. 

On the 28th, a^ I was breakiastiiig, natives arrired 
repeated freab spoor wilhiii a mile of camp^ I 
resolTed to defer for the present the tiip to the 
uo which I had determined ; but it so happened that 
spair which was reported led me in that directica, 
was t)iu means of introducing me to a succeadtm of 
hunting-districts, throughout which elefJiaitt and rli 
oeroi were abundant Everything K-ing nstdy, I prt 
eecik'd to take up the spoor, accompanied by after-ridai 
and about a hundred of the Bamangwato tara, htd 
partik-s having Joined me : it waa the spoor of a 
Iroup of cow olephanta. Mutcbutsho and the spooria) 
party took it up in a masterly manner, and vent along t 
a raiiid pace all day, with scarcely a check, until 
fo.iuit tlie elephants. The i^poor led us 6rat througb i 
gorge in the mountains, which I mentioned as havii^ 
nmnilcd on the 24th ; after which wc followed it 
easterly counw, skirting the base of the mountain diail 
The country incn»iM^d in beauty aa we advanced ; and, bM 
irig followed the spoor some hours, it led ua into a new 
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rietyofcountry, and, as 1 fancied, intoanewrlimate. Here 
large trees were abundant, and tli€ grass and leaves were 
much greener tlian in the country wu liad left behind. 
We crossed the gravelly beds of two periodical rivers. 
In one of these I observed the recent spoor of a herd of 
hull elephants deeply imprinted in tlie sand. Tliis day 
the wind, which had for weeks been cold and blighting, 
blowing off the icebergs of the Southern Ocean, shifted to 
north-east, and breathed warm and balmy upon ns. 

As we advanced the work uf elephants became more 
and more apparent on the trees and in the earth, and late 
in the afternoon we reached ground where a large herd of 
rows had fed that morning. Here we had a short check, 
when Mutchuisho rated the trackers for their negligence ; 
and, having despatched parlies to try back upon the spoor, 
and extended others tu make c&iU on our right and left, 
ho leisurely ensconced himself beneath a sliatly tree, and 
proceeded, along with several of his cronies, to enjoy the 
luxury of taking snnff, which impuitant ceremony hav- 
ing Iwen duly performed, they began with tlie utmost 
gravity to smooth a portion of Ihc ground before them, 
preparatory to easting the mystic dice which most of the 
Bcchuanas carry strung around their necks. These dice, 
which arc of sundry indescribable shiipca, arc formed of 
ivory, and the Bechuanaa Invariably appeal to them before 
entering upon any project of importance, to ascertain the 
[Tobability of its ultimate success. Having unBtrung the 
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In ibe pment imtvrr ^ dice qnfce ftwoaisUj, 
ai^ariog the speed; captnre of an deplnnt ; and oae of 
tbe tndwfsit tfaia moneni comang op, cndstatiog tfaal 
Im conradet had reamed tbe epoor, we ifnog tn 
feet, and apin held on. We had fneeeded about half 
a mile when ire suddenly beheld a herd of about twelre 
olij cow elephants, some of which were accompanied b; 
Httic calvee, feeding high on the side of the rocky mc 
laiii, nlxMit fivo Iiitndred yards to onr right. The inter- 
vening ground wn;- a dirnee and almost impenetrable maai 
of wait-B-Wt thoniy hushes, averaging twenty feet in 
height, (-very inth of which was to W dreaded aa the 
hooka npon a " kill-iovil." On perceiving the elephants 
wo halted, anil Mutchulsho despatched two men to wind- 
ward, in the hope of driving tliem from the impracticable 
ground tliey occupied into the level forest where we stood. 
Tlic olepliants, however, were much too wide awake to, 
Ifnvo tlii'ir Btrongliold of wait-a-bit busheB. On getting^ 
the wind of the nwn tlicy tossed their trunks, and, wheel- 
ing about, they hold along the mountain side at a rapid 
pnci-S until they readied an impenetrable jungle of tboms* 
fi-oni wliich all our efiiirts proved unavailing to disliMlge 
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Tills juDgle densely covered the sides and bottom of a 
wide seiuicirciJar baian or hollow in the mountains ; it 
was throughout so dense, that a man on foot could scorvelj 
penetrate it. When the elephants started I rode hard 
after them, followed by my after-ridera, and, not under- 
standing the intentions of the elephants, we followed on 
through the mazes of the jungle in an elephant path, 
until wc reached the centre of the thicket, wlien wc 
suddenly found ourselves upon them. The dogs then 
ran in barking, when a general trumpeting took place, and 
a charging and crashing in all directions, and, owing to 
the extremely dangerous nature of the ground, I was glad 
to beat a precipitate retreat 

Once more all was quiet ; my dogs were jaded with the 
sun, and would not fight. Fancying that the elephants 
had gone ahead, and fearing to lose them, I again pushed 
on, holding the footpath as before ; when cra^h came a 
second cliarge of elephants at our very elbows, accompanied 
by a trumpeting which caused our ears to ting.e. Thej 
charged upon us from opposite directions, and we were 
actually in the very middle of them. They were ex- 
tremely fierce, and, but for the d(^, not a man of us had 
escaped to tell the tale. Fortunately, the dogs, which they 
seemed to think designed the capture of their calves, 
engrossed their whole attention ; whereas, by reafon of the 
colour of the hoTiea on which we rode, they took us for 
gregarious ereaturea like themselves ; and actually graz- 
r3 
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ing our animals' liauncbes with their legs, they left ni 
gcatlielesa aod pursued the dog& I addora remember a 
mart' startling or dangeroua poadon ; it was a decided can 
of " Dc'il tak the hin'most." Spurs and jamboka wera 
energetically plied ; tbere was no time to select a path. 
I'laciog my head below my horse's nerk aod tnisting to 
Providence, I charged through the thickest of the thortia, 
and presently found myself out of the way of the ele- 
phants. I know nothing which to effiK^tually teaches a 
linntcr the art of riding through " Vacht nm bigc," or 
'^ wait-a-bit " jungle, in an arli^cal manner, as beaiit^ 
the trumpet of an enraged elephant, which is following 
about a apear'g length in his wake. After a few each 
IcEsoiiB lie will have learnt to bring his breast in contact 
with the side of his horse's neck, his head being well 
under it, whereby his prominent feature will be secured, 
and, agitating his persuaders, he will dive through the 
iiiont it II practicable " wtut-a-bits," with apparently the 
facility witii whicli an Eton boy takes a header into the 
'lliami^s at thL' Liun'i Leap. 

With very great difficulty we got clear of the cotm*, 
and gained tho level forest on the lower side. By this 
limo tlio natives had lined the side of the mountain abore 
the cover, and were Bhouting and yelling iu tiie hope of 
driving out tlie elephants ; but not a man would venture 
in. Presently some of them came round to me, and I 
prtqiosed to go in on fool, but they would not hear of it. 
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saying that the elepbante were extremely tierce, and wouM 
kill me to a certainty. I then proposed tbat all the na- 
tives sliould enter the jungle in a line, and try to drive 
them out, but they eaid that no power could force the 
elephants from their stronghold until night set in. 

The elephants now shifted tliL-ir ground a little, forcing 
their way through the jungle to the higher side of the 
baein. Leaving the horses in charge of a native, I went 
round to the line of men above. Here I commanded a 
fine view of the exasperated elephants, being high above 
them, and distant about two huudi-cd and fifty yards, and 
I observed that they displayed considerable cunning jn 
their movements. Placing my rifle on a forked branch, 
and giving it the proper elevation, I let drive at the 
nearest cow, and wounded her severely. The shot rever- 
berated tlu-ough the dale, and the dogs once more ran 
into the midst of them, when a general charge aud trum- 
peting ensued, which was truly terrific. They rushed after 
the dogs, following them up to a great distance, crashing 
through and upsetting the high bushy wait'-a-bits and 
other trees like grass. They then turned and formed in 
two separate dctaehmeuts, standing thick together ; but 
two wicked old cows that had calves stood far out from 
Ihc others, with their heads turned to us, ready to charge 

I whatever might approach. I saw that it was extremely 
dangerous Ut attack tliem, but the sun was now fast sink- 
ing behind a shoulder of the mountains, so I resolved to 
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deff an dunces and enter the cover. I first, boverei^ 
fired two shots at the elephants that Ibnoed the adranceAi 
[nqoeta ; both cowb got it in the rib^, and, finding tben^ 
selves voundcd, retreated to the main body, vbere tbefi 
stood smashing the trees with rage, and, catching opi 
volumes of the red dust with their trunks, threw it ia' 
clouds above their backs. Mutchmstio and I now de- 
scended into the jnnglc, and crept stealtluly along, listeiH 
ing for the breathing of the elephants. They had moved W 
the lower side, and were standing thidt together withio] 
one hundred yards of the outside. On ascertaining tbev 
poution, we emerged from the cover, and followed along 
the outside imtil we were opposite them. I Uien stalked 
in within twenty yards, and fired at the nJe of the head 
of the elephant that stood next to me; and before tbe 
smnkc had cleared, my back was to them, and I wu 
running for the outside of the cover at my utmost speed. 
The clepliants held their ground ; so, having loaded, C 
again di-ew near and fired sharp right and left into 
another, and turning my back I ran for it once more. 
Rc-eptenng tlm cover a third time, I was listening whicb 
way thuy had gone, when, easting my eyes to the left, m, 
Dohle elephant lay dead before me. The ball had pene- 
trated to her brain, and she had dropped dead U{K>n tbe 
^put. 

A little after tliis an old cow come charging after the 
dogi, and took up a position in the jungle close bcmd^ 
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US. We heard her preparing for a second char^i^, when 
the natives beat a precipitate retreat, but I ver)' raslily 
waited to receive her, and just as she cleared the cover I 
let fly at her forehead. Regardless of my shot, she came 
down upon mc at a tremendous pace, shrilly trumpeting. 
It was rather a near thing, for I was burdened with my 
rifle and rhinoceros-horn loading-rod, and my shooting- 
belt containing about forty rounds of ammunition. I 
escaped her by my speed, and the instant she halted I 
faced about, and gave her the other barrel behind the 
shoulder. 

Night now set in, and I saw no more of the elephants. 
A number of them were wounded and must have died ; 
I, however, felt satisfied with the one I had secured. The 
natives made nie more cautious than I should otherwise 
have been, and, had we found them at an earlier hour, 
I should probably have killed one half the troop. 
Weary and hungry, we formed our kraals and kindled 
tires ; after which, having partaken of the elephant, I lay 
down to sleep beside my fire. 

On the 29th I sent CaroUus to the waggons with 
instructions to bring all the horses and the Bushman, 
with bread, coffee, and ammunition. In the forenoon I 
ascended the neighbouring mountain-range, to obtain a 
view of the surrounding country. On clearing the first 
ridge I looked down upon a bold and romantic gorge, 
which here intersected the mountain chain, connecting the 
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forests on either side. Far below mc through the bottai 
of the ravine twined the gravelly bed of a penudlol 
river, which in the rainy season flows in an eastei^ 
direction. Though iu all other parts this gravelly chsnaa 
was now dry, yet ju»t at this spot, deep in the busom i 
the mountaine, its bed was covered with delicious spring 
water to a deptli of several inches ; and here the cto 
phants had excavated sundry boles, about two feet d 
for the purpose of drinking. I descended to the i 
by an elephant-path, and stood long contemplating t 
interesting spot. The bed of the river was deeply i: 
printed with the spoor of elephants, buifaloes, and rlui 

various dates. The gorge was wide and upeU 
by tlie water, and its abrupt and rocky sides were adomou 
with a profusion of trees and shrubs. A little £ 
down the gorge was more confined, the river wiDdin 
through huge perpendicular walls of rook, that i 
their giant forms on both sides to a height of several faoi 
dred feet. 

From the basis of these stupendous rainparta to I 
margin of tlie river on either side was a sloping b 
along which grew an avenue of picturesque i 
enormous bulk and lofty statiuc ; beneath tbeae 
well-beaten paths of elephants, and ibe sidois of the t 
were well polished to the usual distance from the ground* 
Leaving the river, I ascended to the summits of loftia 
hills beyond, where I commanded a glorious prospect a 
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the endless grey forests which stretched avray as far aa 
I could see over slightly undulating country, tlie faint 
lilue outline of extensive mountain ranges bounding the 
landscape to the east. Descending from my lofty station, 
I discovered four bull-builalocs feeding in the valley !ai 
beneath me ; I left them undisturbed, and bent my Bteps 
towards the carcase of the elephant 

In the evening Carollus arrived, bringing the horsca 
and ammunition, and accompanied by a. numcruufi body 
of the natives. At an early hour on the 30tli I started 
with Mutchuisho and a numerous retinue to search for 
elcpliaats in an easterly direction ; and we crossed the 
gravelly bed of the river Mahalapia, about a mile below 
the gorge I had visited on the preceding day. In after 
years I renewed my acquaintance with the Mahalapia, 
on the banks of the fair Limpopo, into which it empties 
itaelf several days' journey to the east. 

'Phis was one of the loveliest spots I bad seen in 
Southern Africa : a bold bend of the river was adorned 
with groves of remarkably lofty and picturesque acacias. 
Three trees in particular, of llie same description, graced 
the spot, which in size and beauty surpassed any I bad 
hitherto met with, carrying their thickness to an immense 
beigiit from the ground, when they divided into goodly 
branches, which stretched away in beauty to ihe skies. 

Here, in the bed of the river, we took up theepoorofa 
huge bull elephant ; and having followed it a short distance 
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through the verdant forest, we started the old felknr, 
no inaD saw him. The great hody of the natirea b 
would be quiet, and ever pressed upon the spooring par^ 
notwithstanding my remonstrances. One natire hcaHf 
him, but said he thought it was a rhinoceros. In half « 
minute, however, we discovered our mistake, and^ tbenl 
ensued a general nish upon the spoor, at a pace wbuft 
raiiHt shortly have overtaken him, for he bad not started 
in great alarm. Whistling to my dogs, they took up tha 
scent and went alicail ; but as I galloped after tbei^ 
expecting every instant to behold the elephant, wbooK 
spoor I now saw beneath my horses feet, an unluck^ 
troop of camelopards dashed across our path, and awaj^ 
went all the dogs, leaving me in the lurch just as I wm 
upon the elephant. The trackers, however, soon can^ 
up, and we again held briskly on ; but had not proceeiMI 
far when wc entered upon ground so covered with freali 
footmarks that tlie trackers in their haste overran thi 
spoor wc followed, and a long check was the result. 
Here, to add to my annoyance, another large herd of 
leloparda came cantering up the wind, and dashed 
away before us, to spread further alarm. Old Mutclt- 
lusho now came up in a state of intense exdtementr bltf 
watery eyes fixed upon the ground, and his tongue goii^ 
like perpetual motion. He blew up the trackers ri^iC 
and left, who seemed to quail before his menamig aspect* 
and redoubled their energioa in the doubtful pniviuti 
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Presently one of these, loudly smacking his " nether 
end," intimated that he had hit off the proper spoor. 
This peculiar signal, I remarked, was used hy the 
Bechuanas to warn one another on vaiious occasions. 
In spooring game it was invariably practised ; and when a 
line of men were threading the mazes of the forest, each 
warned the man behind him of any rough sticks, stones, 
or thorns which lay across tlie path, by the same elegant 
and friendly gesture. 

We resumed the spoor at a rapid pace, witli a widely 
extended front, and presently on my left I heard the 
joyous signal of the presence, " Klow ;" and, cantering 
in that direction, I came full in sight of an enormous 
bull elephant, marching along at a free majestic pace, 
and in another minute I was riding by his side. The 
horae which I bestrode on this occasion was " The Cow," 
one of my best and steadiest shooting-horees ; and the 
forest being tolerably suited for the sport, I was not long 
in finishing the elephant I fired thirteen bullets at his 
head and shoulder ; on receiving the last two shots sharp 
right and left behind the shoulder, he made a rapid 
charge, and disappeared among the trees. Cautiously 
following, I discovered him lying in an upright position, 
with his two fore-legs stretched out before him. Fancying 
be was still alive, I fired both barrels at his ear : but though 
the balls rang loudly on his venerable head, the noble ele- 
phant heeded not their force ; liis ancient spirit had departed. 




378 ADVENTURES IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

This was a very large old elephant ; but his tuslu » 
much destroyed, being worn down, nnd having been bro 
(probably in rocky ground) in former years. Mute 
appeared in the highest glee, and despatclied mesaca 
through the gorge in the mountaiiifi, the name of wbid 
is Sabie, to advise Sicomy of the death of tlip elepbiu 
The ehase had led me to withm rifle range of the t 
veteran acacias I admired in the morning. I made M 
bower and a concli of grass beneath a shady wait-a-Ul 
tlioni-tree, and encircled my fire with a hedge of tH 
same description. I 

I resolved to bring on my waggons to the paea < 
Sabie, where there was sufficient water for all my catd 
my intention being to continue hunting tlirotigh the for 
to the eastward, returning to Baniangwato by a difi 
route. I, however, foresaw that I must give Isaac I 
dismissal before proposing such a measure : and a 
ingly I rode to camp on the let day of August, and i 
formed Mr. Isaac that his valuable services could for t 
future be dispensed with, requesting at the same I 
that he would make hiui^lf scarce as quickly as pocaU 
I then explained to my Hottentots my future course ; a 
having directed them to inspau and follow me to Satnd 
under guidance of the natives, I mounted the Old (in 
and started to return to my bower on the bank of t 
Malialapia. The country between Lctlochee and ■ 
was alruost impracticable for waggons, the for»t i 
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parti being extremely dense, and sundry difficult nulluhs 
inttrveiiing. I therefore did not exiiect them to reach 
their destination till the afternoon of the following day. 
My men, however, did not appear until tlie evening of the 
third day. They did nut seem at all to tancy the idea of 
following me farther tiirough the wilderness ; but finding 
they could make no better of it, they submlttetl to their 
fate ; and no soouer had I turned my back than Mr. 
Kleinboy proposed that they should drown their Eorrowa 
in the bowl. This brilliant idea was unanimously seconded 
by all the rest Axes and hatchets were immediately 
resorted to, the liquor was obtained, and before I had 
been gone an hour all hands were mortal drunk. 

At an early hour on the following day I started with 
about sixty natives to look for elephants. Wo filled our 
water kalabashes at an elephant's hole in the bed of the 
Mahalapio, and held east through the forest ; and pre- 
sently we discovered the fresh spoor of two bull elo- 
I^ants. As we were threading the spoor, the dogs dashed 
up wind on some scent, and the forest was awakened with 
their music. I imaghied they had found the elephants, 
and pressed through the thicket at my utmost speed. Aa 
I approached I heard a hoarse noise like the voice of an 
elephant ; but my eye sought in vain for his lofty back 
towering above the wsit-a-bits. 1 then fancied it must 
be a buffalo; but on rounding the thick bush, behind 
which my d<^ were barking, I came full in aght of an 
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angry lioness, which stood lashing her tail, and growGi 
fiercely at the dogs. 

Observing the lioness, I shouted to the nativea, i 
were pressing forward, that it was "Tao," when s h 
long retreat was the immediate result, a number of tl 
party taking refuge in the trees. I dismounted, and, ai 
voncing to within twenty yards of the lioness, I wjuta 
till she turned her head, when I fired at the hack of b 
neck, and stretched her lifeless on the ground. The bnlM 
had passed along the spine, and, penetrating the ski"" 
rested in her brain. On shouting to the natives, for a lot 
time none of them would venture to approach, and, wbe 
at length they did, their astonishment knew no boui 
at beholding their formidable enemy so easily di$i 
of. Having resumed tlie spoor of the elephants, ■ 
soon ascertained that the hubbub with the lioness fa 
started tliera ; and after following the spoor some i 
tance ihniugh dense jungle, and over very rocky grotu 
along the mountain side, tlic trackers declared themselv* 
to be fairly beaten and we gave it up. 

At an early hour on the 3rd I again held ea«t with ^ 
large retinue to seek for elephants. We took ap e 
at the fountains where I discovered borele on the i 
ceding day. This spoor led us in a south-easterly coun 
first through verdant forest, and then over an extremehj 
rugged ridge that stretched into the forest from 
mountain cliain. Beyond this ridge was an extensive a 
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almost impracticable jungle of wait-a-bit thoms, and in 
this jungle we now heard the rumbling aomtd of elephants. 
As we advanced I perceived from the nature of the ground 
that success was very donbtfiil, and in a few minutes the 
dogs, windmg the elephants, ran in upon them and gave 
tongue ; a crashing and trumpeting ensued, and all the 
natives shouted out " Machoa " (signifying white man). 
With the utmost difficulty I pressed through the jungle, 
and obtained a view of one of the elephants, around which 
my dogs were barking angrily ; but perceiving that it was 
a small cow, and knowing well that if I shot her the 
natives would not take up spoor ^^n for at leaet a 
couple of days, I reserved my fire ; and the dogs being 
jaded by the sun, and returning to my call, we left the 
elephants to their own devices. 

A few minutes afterwards we discovered the fi-eah spoor 
of two enormous bull elephants, which had pastured 
towards the hills. Having followed it a short distance, 
we came upon some dung, the outside of which the sun 
had not yet dried ; from which we might presume that 
the elephants were at that moment in the same valley 
with ourselves. Two young men were despalelied in 
haste to ascend the beetling crags of the adjacent moun- 
tain, ftx)m which they could obtain a bird's-eye view of 
the length and breadth of that and the surrounding val- 
leys. The main body of the natives squatted on the 
grounfl, and I sat down to eat some bread and elephant, 
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and take a drink of water. I hud scarcely time to fitcA 
my luncheon when the two young men returned bre»thl>« 
with excitement to report that they had discovered thet'n 
hull elephants browsing in a grove of thorny trees on ihi 
mountain side within a quarter of a mile of us. I ap- 
proached under cover of a bushy tree, on clearing whidi 
I beheld two of the finest elephants in Africa standing 
broadside on within fifty yards. The finer of tlie.se \wA 
one of his tuska broken short off by the lip ; I tlierefurV 
chose his comrade, which carried a pair of very long ju4 
perfect tasks. I had hard work with thia c]e))haiit, xixl 
the sun was uniier before I laid him low. 

On the 4th I rode for my bower on the Malialapia, in 
the hope of finding my waggons waiting for me ; but I luii 
misgivings about my men, who ought to have appeared on 
the evening of the 2nd. On reaching my bower where 
the former elephant had died, I found the fires Btill 
smoking, but every man had disappeared : Carollus, wbnm 
I had ordered to await mc, had vanished with the rest- 
I now fancied tliat T must have missed tlie natives who 
had passed me ou their way to the elephant of the pr*'- 
vious day, and thttt CaroUus bad Joined the waggons 
wherever they might be, I was right in my conjecture, 
and presently, on firing a signal shot. I received an answer 
from the waggons, which were dravni up in the romantie 
gorge of Sahie, as near as might he to the water. Drun- 
kenness and disorder had prevailed during my absence, aft 
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I had feared ; my chests were lirokcn open, the fine cap- 
tents of both njy waggons were most seriously damaged, 
oxen had been lost, and horses ridden off their legs in 
Bearch of them. It appeared that Mr. Kleinhoy had been 
the chief delinquent. Under the influence of the liquor, 
and anxious to distinguish himself, lie had resolved to try 
lus hand in hunting the giraffe. Accordingly he saddled 
Colcsherg, my favourite steed, and borrowed one of my 
80 guinea rifles, armed with which he had sped througli 
the forest he knew not whitlier j and eventually becoming 
bewilden-il, he had lost himself entirely. In this condition 
he was fortunately discovered by a party of Bokalahari, 
who conducted him safely to my camp. 

I had at lengtli got into the way of making myself 

tolerably comfortable in tlie field, and from tliis date I 

seldom went in quest of elepliauts without the following 

impedimenta, viz. a krge hiankct, which I folded and 

sepured before my saddle, as a dragoon does his cloak ; and 

two leather sacks, containing a flannel shirt, wann trousera, 

and a woollen nightcap, spare ammunitjon, washing-rod, 

coffee, bread, sugar, pepper and salt, dried meat, a 

wooden bowl, and a teaspoon. These sacks were carried 

on the shouldera of the natives, for which senice I remu- 

ncrat*:d them with heads. Tliey also carried my coffee- 

I kettle, two calabashes of water, two American axes, and 

I two sickles, which I used every evening to cut grass for 

Lny bed, and likewise for my horses to eat throughout the 
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night. My after-rider carried extra ammunitJoiD 
spare rifle ; and my own persoDal appoln^ents 
of a wide-awake hat, secured under my chin by 
pys," or strips of dressed skin, a coarse Unenby ddn 
sometimes a kilt, and sometimes a pair of buckskin kim- 
breeches, and a pair of "Teldt-sdioens," or home-nudt 
shoes. I entirely discarded coat, waistcoat, and iie«i- 
clotli, and I always hunted with my arms bare. M) 
heels were armed with a pair of powerful persuaders, and 
from my left wrist depended by a double rheimpy in 
equally persuasive sea-cow jambok. 

Around my waist I wore two leathern belts or ^rdW 
The smaller of these discharged the duty of suependen 
and from it on my left side depended a plaited rheiiqqri 
eight inches m length, forming a loop in which dangled 
my powerful loading-rod, formed of a solid piece of bom at 
the rhinoceros. ITie larger girdle was my sbooting-belt: 
this was a broad leather belt, on which were festened four 
separate compartments made of otter-skin, with flaps to 
button over of the aamo material. Tlie first of these held 
my percussion-caps, the second a large powder-flask, the 
third and fourth, which liad divisions in them, contained 
balls and patches, two sliarp clasp-knives, a compass, flint 
and atcel. In this belt I also carried a loading mallet, 
formed from the horn of the rhinoceros ; this and tbti 
powder-flask were each secured to the belt by looK 
rheimpys, to prevent my losing tliera- Last, 
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least, in my right liaiid I usually carrifcl my double-bar- 
ifllod two-grooTwl rifle, wluch was my favourite weapon. 
Tiiis, however, I subsequently made up my mind, is noi 
the proper tool for a mounted man, especially when <|uiek 
loading is neceswiry. 

I remember having a discussion with the commanding 
officer of a regiment of licavy dragoons on this subject, 
and he and I agreed that nothing can surpass a double- 
Itarrelled smooth bore for practical utility. When a two- 
gi-ooved rifle has been once or twice discharged, the bullet 
requires considerable power to drive it home ; and to a 
mounted man thb is extremely inconvenient. I consider 
that t» regiment in the service was more effectually 
armed than my own old corps, the Cape Mounted Rifles, 
who were furnished with shi>rt doublc-ltarrellt'd siiiooth- 
l)ored pieces, carrying a ball of twelve to tlie [lound, and 
having stout pcrcussiou-loeks. Give me a wca|Ktn of this 
description to war against the larger game of Africa. To 
accelerate loading, tlic hunter ought to have his ballti 
stitchud up in their juitches, and well greased l>efure 
taking the field, 'iliis was my invariable custom: I 
found it a great convenience, and after a little practice I 
i-ould load and 6re in the saddle, although riding in 
rough ground at a swingeing giillop. 

On the evening of the 12th a herald fi-om Sicomy 
btood up ill tlie centre of my camp, and loudly proclaimed 
llmt it was the kings orders lliat uii tlie following day 
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every mail should return to head-quarters ; and accoi 
ingly next day all hands shouldered their impedimei 
and forsook me. I could not rightly divine the cause 
this mysterious command ; but I attributed it to soi 
plotting scheme of Isaac's, who I understand was livi 
with Sicomy. I saw very plainly that Mutchuisho w 
against the move. In consideration of his services, 
begged his acceptance of several considerable presen 
and I also sent some presents to the king. On partin 
Mutchuisho promised shortly to return, and he informs 
me that he had instructed a party of Bakalahari to ass 
me in my hunting during his absence. 
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